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TO THE WORKING CLASSES.
Ferrow WORKMEN,
« For a mnation fo love freedom, it is

<ufficient that she knows it; and for her fo be |

't is sufficient that she willsit. "’ These

free, : ;
Is will well serve for the

ever-memorable worc
motto of our first address to you.
that you can appreciate the advantages of
unfettered industry from having, with our-
selves, oroaned beneath the burden of a fet-
tered and restricted commerce; from having
seen by the operation of monopoly and wrong,
the rich grow richer, more [um'm'f'ul, more
l}'rﬂunical; and the labouring poor become
yoorer, more abject, more enslaved. The
Ijgrr._;rs by which you are surrounded, the
knowledge that despite the daily toil of mil-
lions of industrious men, whose labour pro-

duces many times more clothing and other |

useful articles than they could consume,
much, very much, more than they do con-
sume, they are unable to obtain for their
suffering ehildren, for their care-worn wives,
a sufficient supply of food, even of the plain-

est kind.—the perpetual toil, the perpetual |

misery, poverty, destitution, which you en-
dure; the impossibility of duly cultivating
the physical and mental energies with which,
for wise purposes, Providence has gifted you,
or of calling forth the nascent powers ol
those who must take your places in the great
frame work of society, and by their industry
and ability sustain, or, by their indolence
and want of capacity, allow to pass away,
the national greatness _
you see, all that you suffer, must force upon
you the conviction, that as the present sys-
tem causes you to be overworked, underfed,
ignorant and enslaved, so would its abolition
allow the due reward of industry to flow to
the labourer, reduce the time necessary to
produce the means of livelihood, and thus
give you the power to do away with igno-
rance and slavery for ever, and to rear 1n
their stead the sacred temple of human
progress in virtue, knowledge and happiness.

owing the evils from which you suffer,
you naturally pant for their removal. Yon
know the curse of slavery, and you ardently
love the blessings of freedom. We wish, by
uniting you more closely with us in the ad-
vocacy of justice to the labouring classes, to
perfect the organization of the bees; to pre-
pare them for the great moral battle about

ociation Committee. | cally, then mentally, and last, mor:

We know |

and glory—all that |

 rigorously to be waged with ‘the drones of view. The union of the masses, strengthened

T . - - - N F I oY # W ™ & ™
the hive : a confliet in which we can alone | by the conciliation and invited co-operation
1 v v . .
' of the lovers of justice in all classes, to create

| be victorious by a union and mutual confi-
| dence worthy the eternal justice of our cause.

The more we reflect upon the dreadful
blicht which monopoly has brought upon
the great masses of our country; first, physi-
ly ; caus-
the result of the

ing human invention,

| combined energies of the mightiest minds,
— | thrown with the most lavish benevolence

into the teeming lap of the nation’s advance-
ment, to re-act for evil upon those whose
| good it was given to produce; and actually,
| while adorning the great idlers with a more
than eastern magnificence, leaving the indus-
| trious and toiling many, shivering 1n rags;
the morewill the injustice of our oppressors,
and the needless sufferings of the oppressed,
| appear before us. New vistas will open to
us, showing the useful arts, carried to per-
fection by the skill of our artizans and
manufacturers, in the foreground, ready to
bless pre-eminently the people in whose
bosom useful enterprise is fostered; lordly

and destroying the children of toil, in the
‘Hlitl(lll_’: of the picture; and the means of
every reasonable enjoyment as the reward of
moderate labour, in the distance ;—from all
| participation in which the people are driven
| by the demon of monopoly armed with the
| flaming sword of robbery and wrong.
| We desire, in addition to making our
journal the vehicle of ecommunication and of
consultation, from and by one portion of our
| brethren to another, and the repository of
' the dreadful history of a people’s woes, also to
| expose in it the details of the baneful opera-

'@ti:ms of restricted commerce; and to prove |
.| by original articles, written by working men, |

| that in a commercial country no hope can

be entertained of the due reward of labour,
- of the full appreciation of its usefulness, of
| the Jegitimate honour naturally belonging to
| * hard work” being paid, by all, to those who
! exercise it, of the elevation of the great
“substratum” of society; and the consequent
equalization of ranks, and destruction of fac-
tious titles and honours, whatever the politi-
cal constitution of the country, until EVERY
MONOPOLY 1S TOTALLY ABOLISHED, AND COM-
MERCE BETWEEN NATION AND ¥ATION, CONTI-
NENT AND CONTINENT, CLIMATE AND CLIMATE,
MAN AND MAN, THE WANTS OF ONE PART OF
THR WORLD AND THE SURPLUS PRODUCE OF
ANOTHER BE FREE AND UNSHACKLED AS THE
WINDS OF HEAVEN.

The total destruction of all monopolies;
the dethronement of lordly idleness, and the
installation of national industry in the high
places of public estimation, the promotion
of the general happiness; the moral, mental
and physical progression of the whole human
race, are the ends which our labours have in

luxury, extravagance and tyranny, withering |

—_— e e — e ——

|

!

/

' one grand focus of moral, I}E!:l(:{;ful, legal
 agitation, are the means for achieving the
| glorious industrial victory.

3 We call upon
every hard-handed working man in England,
[reland, Scotland, and Wales, actively to co-
operate with us in so just and holy a cause.
On behalf of the National Operative
Anti-Bread Tax Association,

Tae Epitor

WHAT ARE
TO DO?

Seriously we entreat the attention of all classes to
this l[ll-im];[rrt:ﬂjt IIUL'iEiuﬂ- At this moment, thou-
sands of our fellow workmen, of the fellow creatures
of the common family, heings posessing immortal
souls; born for high and noble ends, are literally
dying in the midst of plenty, although willing ¢
labour for the scantiest remuneration.

Within the circle of our own individual knowledge
there are, in two districts of Manchester alone, up-
wards of two thousand men wholly destitute of the
means of livelihood.

These men are walking in little knots up and down
our streets with despair upon their spectre-like counte-
nances and bitter hatred to their oppressors, we fear,
strengthening in their raging breasts.

Why not go to the workhouse ! it may be said.

FinsT, Because in nine cases out ten they have no
settlement.

Secoxp, Because by going there they consider they
undergo imprisonment for the crime of poverty; a
crime not of their own voluntary perpetration, but of
the monopolist’s infliction.

What must these men do? Must they die quietly in
our streets? They ought to live, to be happy. Must
they beg from their more wealthy neighbours t alas '
they, too, are sinking. Must they steal? no it would
be & crime. What then are they to do? Let us con-
sider a little.

They are starving in consequence of the splendid
profusion of the land-owning monopolists. The me-
nopolists around Manchester, receive double rents as
the price of the miseries of the poor. We hear the

| landowners are generous, we will test their generosity.

Thomas Trafford, esq., a bread taxer, residing at
Trafford, two miles from Manchester, gains about
£20,000 a year by the starvation of the people.

Lord Frances Egerton, residing at Worsley, seven
miles from this town, gains much above £50,000 by
robbing the Bread eaters.

Lord Stamford, who lives at Dunham, ten miles
off, gains by the same means, 18,000 a year.

Wilbraham Egerton, Esq., of Tatton, fifteen miles
distant, about £25,000.

The Earl of Wilton, Heaton Park, three miles
from the town, about £135,000.

Total gains, per annum, of the five “ generous
Bread Taxers’ by the sufferings of the masses
£118,000.

Lét the starving two thousand make personal appli-
cation to each of these men for assistance, and let
them offer to dig over and sow with grain their spacious
parks and pleasure grounds, as the only means they
have of recompensing the landowners for their charity.

By this plan the landowners will be no worse ; the
poor men now starving will be fed, and Lord Francis
Egerton will be relieved of the necessity of arming
his tenants, to put down the starving weavers who may
rise and demand the food they are are unable to
purchase. SR
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Reader ! exactly 22 years ago, we witnessed the
bloody tragedy perpetrated by a drunken yeo-
manry on the plundered labourers of Lancashire
gathered together in tens of thousands upon St
Peter’s Field, there to exercise a constitutional
right, that of petitioning. For what? For
UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE AND A REPEAL OF THE
CorN Laws.

comment upon the awful tragedy which abruptly |
terminated that day’s proceedings; suffice it to |

say, that the starving petitioners for BREAD were
answered by the sharpened steel of the yeoman’s

sabre ; and even children and women were maimed |

by the swords of the bread taxers’ hirelings.

The expiring victims of despotic crueTt:.' be-
queathed, with their dying breath, a legacy to
the latest posterity. Reader! do you know what
it was? It was their sacred cause,—the cause of
justice to the labouring classes. The remembrance
of the martyrs in the people’s cause, recalls to us
the holy trustin which we partake.
our Journal to their memory; and we solemnly
pledge ourselves, before the world, never to lay
down our pen, nor still our tongue, until the jus-
tice sought in vain at Peterloo, is awarded to the
people of Great Britain and Ireland.

ADDRESS OF THE YOUNG MEN'S
ANTI-MONOPOLY ASSOCIATION.

Youxne Mex,

A righteous and patriotic cause demands our
assistance.  Our Manufactures paralysed, our
Commerce oppressed, the finances of the coun- |
try embarrassed, proclaim a crisis too serious |
to be trifled with. Our country groans under |
the oppression of Monopoly! A momentous
conflict has begun. Shall wE stand idly by ?

We dare not allow ourselves to |

We dedicate |

class. But monopoly denies to us the liberty of
frequenting the cheapest market for the supply
of our wants, and of exercising our industry in
the most profitable manner. It thus robs us of
the wealth which we are compelled to pay in the
shape of increased price to the monopolist, and
prevents the further creation of an indefinite
amount of wealth which would otherwise be
produced, and which would be a fresh guarantee
of Peace and Plenty to Mankind. It is equiva-
lent to the extension of the Pension List to the
| whole body of monopolists, or to the annual des-
truction, by fire or wreck, of the whole amount
of wealth thus lost to the nation. Some faint
idea may be formed of the extent of this loss
' when we state, on no less an authority than that

' of John Deacon Hume, one of the secretaries of
| the Board of Trade, that from one monopoly
alone, viz., the corn and provision laws, the
direct annnal loss is estimated at no less than
| THIRTY-SIX MILLIONS per annum ! #
Monopoiy, stripped of the sophistry in which
self-interested advocates have disguised it,
means the spoliation of the Many, whose wealth
has been accumulated by industry, for the ex-
clusive benefit of a class whose wealth is in-
creased without industry. 1t is thus anational
premium upon Idleness and its attendant vices,
and 1s one of the principal causes of the con-
tempt with which the industrial class is too fre-
quently regarded. There are not, however,
wanting those who attempt to justify monopoly
- under the plea of protection; but if protection
by Act of Parliament be of any pecuniary bene-
fit, such benefit must be obtained at the ex-
| pense of some other party. ¢ Protection” is
but a smoother name for robbery, and is the
 policy of the sharper who puts his hands into
his neighbours pockets for the ¢ protection” of
his own interests,

That ““Honesty is the best Policy” is a maxim
as true of nations as itis of individuals; and the
disastrous re-action of monopolies upon the very
interests they were intended to protect, is an in-
structive warning to us for our future guidance.
Not a single branch of industry but labours

During the last fifty years our country has | under the general depression ; not a market

increased in population, in wealth, and in na-
tional resources in a degree unparalled in the

| but is glutted with our prﬂducts.

Monopo-
ly refuses us the liberty of exchanging them

annals of History. Agriculture has improved, | for the products of other climes, and we are

and the value of land has increased in an un- |

precedented ratio. To the rise and progress of
Manufactures, and of the industrial arts, aided by
modern science, must this increase be attribut-
ed: Without our manufactures, agriculture, in
its present extent, could not subsist a single
day; and without their aid, the fertile plains
of England would recur to pristine rudeness.
Agriculture and Manufactures united by Com-
merce—such is the law of God and nature!
What God hath joined let no man put asunder.

To embarrass or impede the extension of our
manufactures and commerce is a national sui-
cide—as insane in its character, as it must be
awful in its results. The spell of our greatness
would be broken, and a starved population and
ruined capital would indicate to the nations of
the earth the wreck of former prosperity and
the beacon of future ages. Yet such is the pros-
pect which now threatens us! A wicked
and unjust spirit of monopoly pervades our
commercial legislation, and already does the
rapid increase of poverty and crime point to the
abyss which yawns npon us.

‘We hold that all government, wherever
placed, or by whomsoever wielded, is a sacred
duty held in trust for the happiness of all ; and
that it is unjust, as well as impolitic, to inter-
fere, in any degree, with the liberty or property

now famishing in the midst of Plenty—the
Laughing-stock of nations—and this for the es-
pecial benefit of a few powerful monopolists !

But this supremacy of monopoly must not,—
shall not last ! As young men, struggling for
the enjoyment of a profitable and honourable
subsistence, we feel that we have far too deep
a stake In our country’s prosperity to remain
idle or indifferent spectators. The increasing
scarcity of situations, the small remuneration
for talent and industry, and the increasing em-
barrassments of our employers, prove how
greatly our own interests are at stake, and how
deeply we are involved in the [common weal.
Yet, powerful as these considerations may be,
addressing themselves, astheydo, to our pri-
vate interests, we are not insensible to motives
of a yet higher character.

The obstruction which monopoly opposes te
the onward progress of Humanity is a conside-
ration pregnant with interest in the estimation
of those who watch with anxiety the ameliora-
ting influence of civilization, and who love to
cherish high hopes for the future destinies of
our species.

The past history of our race proclaims the
supremacy of force, the selfishness of empire,
and the subjugation of mankind, as the prevail-

+ Bee Report on Import Duties, published by J. Gadsby, New-

of the subject, for the exclusive benefit of a

all’s Buildings,

—_—

ing aspects of society. But the rise and pro-
gress of the industrial arts, and the extension
of a beneficent Commerce, indicate, in terms
too plain to be misunderstood, the real Destiny
of society aud the existence of a new Epoch
which shall substitute the ploughshare for the
sword, and the loom for the battery. The cause
of Industry is the cause of Humanity. Instead
of the subjugation of mankind, and the devas-
tation of the earth, let peaceful and attractive
industry propose, as its highest aim, the en-
richment of all by the civilization and em-
bellishment of the globe.

But, if this be our aim, we must unshackle
industry from the chains with which monopoly
has fettered it, and we must vindicate the prin-
ciple of freedom of industry and security of
property, without which, the tide of human
progress will be stayed.

The time has arrived when we are called upon
to choose between the artificial interests of mo-
nopolies and the interests of humanity at large.
If monopoly continue we shall witness the rise
of a commercial feudalism more dreadful than
the feudalism of the middle ages. Self-preser-
vation is the first law of nature, and if we tamely
yield our right to freedom of industry we become
the slaves of a few overgrown monopolists from
whom we shall be compelled to receive a paltry
pittance for our subsistence in return for our
base treachery to ourselves and our fellow-crea-
tures. The proclamation has gone forth. W=
MUST DESTROY Moxorory, or MowNoroLx
WILL DESTROY Us ! Already have the young
men of Manchester assembled to prepare for
the conflict. We have established a Young
Men’s Anti-Monopoly Association for the pur-
pose of combining our energies more effectually
in the approaching struggle. Our subscription
is small, and our organization is simple. We
place our reliance not so much on the extent, of
our funds as on the Righteousness of our Cause,
and on the numbers and devotion of our fellow-
members. We have to do the work ourselves,
each according to his ability, whether by lec-
turing, by discussion, by writing for the press,
by conversation, or by the distribution of tracts.
Personal influence and personal energy are the
weapons we depend upon for success in our
cause.

The campaign has begun, and we summon
to our aid every young man who, with true
heart and fervent deyotion to the cause of Indus-
trial Emancipation, is anxious to make battle
against the tyrant of Monopoly, and to protect
the interests of himself, and of those he holds
dearer than himself, from the ruin which threat-
ens us. Manchester has taken the lead, and
now calls aloud for help! ILet every town, and
village, and hamlet bestir itself, and send forth
its youth in this glorious and peacefull crusade.

By Order of the Provisional Committe,
EDWARD HERFORD, CHATRMAN.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE APPOIN-
TED TO ORGANIZE THE LOCAL
COUNCILS.

The members of the Council will, no doubt, be
aware that this committee was appointed by that
part of the council elected at the general meeting,

held at the Athenmum, for the purpose of dividing
the Town into Districts, and of erganizing the
District Councils.

Meetings have now been held in all the districts,

{ and the District Councils appointed in each, so

that the General Council is now completed.

The Committee, having performed the duty for
which they were appointed, have convened the
General Council for the receiving this Report, and



electing the Ezecutive Committee for the conduct- |
ing of the business of the Association.

The first step taken by your Committee, was to
divide the town into the following Districts, viz:i—

ARDWICK, distinguished by the letter. ... A
HUuLME, ¢ L e If:.
(HORLTON, i 44 B
Police Districts, 10, 11, 13, 14, o If.
ditto. 8.5.6.8,0. 12, _ I*:.
ditto. 1.:2, ey l".
ditto. 4, T., ..
Strangeways, Cheetham, & Broughton . . .. H.

SALFORD.
Sl’tlli{‘t‘ ].]Iﬂll'it_‘l.'-‘i, -'5, ﬂ, 7. H? &N U, ! e [
PENDLETON.

g 2l’c}lim- Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 3 .F

The first District Meeting was held in Ardwick,
at the Tipping Street School Room. There was a
sood attendance of members and Mr. Spencer
and Mr. Rumney were appointed the Representa-
tives of the District in the General Council.  An
sotive canvass for members is now prosperously
going on. : . e

The next meeting held was in E District, com-
srising Police Districts, 3, 9, 6, 8,9, 12, forming
the CENT'RE of the TOWN. There are notmany
members in this District, and, consequently, the
meeting was small. Very few of the young men
employed 1n warehouses reside in the }"_’mrn Dis-
tricts ; and, at present, tht; Members of the Asso-
ciation are principally confined to that class; but
the Committee trust, that some immediate effort
will be made to secure the co-operation of the young
men employed in the Retail T'rade.

hi present.

United for

On the evening of July 17th. a meeting of the
Salford Members was held. In no distriet has
more activity been shown than in this. The meet-
Ing was attended by a large portion of the mem-
bers, and an excellent spirit was shewn in the good
cause. Mr. D. Morris, and Mr. C. J. Grundy were
electéd the Councilmen for the District,

Hulme was the next district organized. The
meeting was numerously a[tentlml_; and the best
spirit prevailed. Mr. John .'[jumh\ur and :‘slr: B
Hampson were elected Councilmen for the district,
The arrangements in this district are excellent, and
the canvass is proceeding rapidly.

A meeting of the members resident in Clorlton,
was held on the evening of the 26th. July, in Gar-
ratt Road Sunday School. This district contains
the largest number of members. Messrs G. T.
Dale, R. Aspden, H. A. Ward, and Mr. Darby-
shire, were chosen Councilmen for the district.
We believe the canyass for members is proceeding
very satisfactorily.

July 28th. a meeting of the members of the F
district, was held in Pollard-street School Room.
This district includes No. 1, and 2 Police District,
and for reasons already given, In a former part of
this Report, the members are not very numerous,
Mr. J. Heywood, was unanimously chosen Coun-
cilman for the district.

July 29th. the meeting of the members in the G
district was held. This district iucludes 4 and 7
Police District. There was a good attendance of
members, and altho’ the District Council has only
been organized a few days, much is anticipated.

The members resident in the D distriet, which
includes 10, 11, 13, and 14 Police Districts, next
met, on the 30th. July; the Committee regret to
state, that though several gentlemen of the Gene-
ral Council reside in this district, they have not
attended the meetings. Mr., James Edwards was
chosen District Councillor.

The members of the only remaining district, dis-
tinguished by the letter H, and intﬁu(ling Cheet-
ham, Broughton, and Strangeways, met on the
31st, inst., in the School Room, under the Naza-
rene Chapel, New Bridge-street, Strangeways.
Mr. Watson and Mr. Eastwood were elected Dis-
trict Councillors.

From the attendance and spirit shown, atthese
meeungs, the Committee feel no doubt that one of
the rincipal objects for which they were called,

—

will be speedily carried into effect :—Namely, en-
rolling as members of the Association all the young
men in Manchester, who are favourable to its object.

The committee would

owever, at the same

THE ANTI-MONOPOLIST

time, impress upon the District (Clouncils, that it
is from their continuous exertions alone, that the
Association can become effective. As the directors
of the movement in each district, it is only from
their continuwed and well-directed ewertions, that
large numbers of members can be obtained ; and by
their systematic attention, that the business of the
Association can be properly conducted.

Of the importance of the object which we have
in view, the committee need not remind you; but
they cannot conclude without impressing upon the
Unll‘lm'” the ne't"'nft_\. of increased exertions.

Our commercial horizon presents a darker pros-
pect then ever ; want of confidence becomes every
day greater, and the approaching probability of
another bad harvest. and another drain for gold,
makes the position of all eommercial men hazardous
to the extreme.

Who is there among us that can be confident
that HE will not be the next victim of monopoly ?

It behoves us then, as individuals who have some
care for our own interests, to set to work vigorously
to assist ourselves as young men. The future pros-
pects of our country are all important; and as an
Association we have asserted that with its present
monopolies, it can never be prosperous.

To become efficient agents in the destruction of
these monopolies, it is necessary that we first
thoroughly inform ourselves, upon the subject, so
as to be able to meet all thearguments of our op-
ponents. We have to enlighten and instruct the
ignorant, and rouse the enthusiasm of the
luke-warm.

Success can only be obtained by much prelimi-
nary drudeery, which none can know or give us
credit for; by many weary hours of labour, often
almost hopeless labour, and by continued and un-
remittinz exertion. In our address we have stated
“We place our reliance not so much on the extent
of our funds, as on the righteousness of our cause,
and on the numbers and devotion of our fellow-
members. We have to do the work ourselves
each according to his ability.

Much of this labour will fall on the gentlemen
you have to elect this evening, mueh upon your-
selves, but if you are required to make great sacri-
fices, you will have a great reward, our own, and
our country’s prosperity,

EDWARD HERFORD.
J. POPE CULVERWELL.

Augt. 1841.] HENRY RAWSON.

LOCAL DISTRICT REPORTS.

LaverrooL.—The Operative Anti-Corn-
[Law Association here continues its inde-
faticable exertions in the good cause. The
number of members we believe is over six-
teen hundred and keeps increasing.

| Laaw

LaxcasTErR.—The Working Men’s Assoecia-

tion was exceedingly active during the late
election, and to their exertions is mainly

owing the large number of votes polled for |

the anti-bread-tax candidate Mr. Armstrong.

PrestoN.—The Operative Association is
increasing in strength. In activity it needs
no increase.

Wican.—The Association of Working
Men vigourously exerted themselves during
the late contest. Since then we have heard
little of them. We hope they are merely
pausing to gather strength.

Prescorr.—The Working Men are very
zealous here. All of them, Chartists in-
cluded, are total repealers and no mistake.

BracksurN.—An Association is estab-
lished here, and it is intended shortly to com-
mence active operations. We shall perhaps
send our Lecturer to preach the true faith to
the good folks here, also at Burnley, Colne,
Marsden, Clhitheroe, &c.

AsHTON.—A young men’s Anti-Monopoly
Association is in course of formation,

Eccres.—Mr. Plant the secretary of thi
Association informs us that with the desire
for repeal, the necessity for that measure in-
creases. Many men are I“I“”][?]“}'l'{i,

Stockrort.— 1 he UIH-I':lIiR'if Anti-Corn-
Association 18 pretty active. The
Young Men's Anti-Monopoly Association is
rapidly increasing in numbers.

Houppersrierp.—The Operative Associa-
tion here numbers one thousand four hun-
dred members and the committee have estab-
lished branches in the surrounding villages.

Havirax.—The Operative Assoeciation
been very active since Mr. Warren's
trinmphant discussion with Mr. Leech. Its
members who count near one thousand, have
lately got up a tea-party at which more than
one thousand five hundred persons were
present.

has

LeicestEr.—Between one and two thou-
sand working men have joined the Operative
Anti-Corn-Liaw Association here.

The workine men are connected with the
general Anti-Corn-Law Associations, in Not-
tingham, Derby, Belper, Mitcham, Ayles-
bury, Hanley and Shelton, Burslem, North
Cheshire, Lieeds, Hawick, Nantwich, Mac
clesfield, I.ondon, &ec.

Kexpar.—The Working Men's Associa-
tion i1s active and numerous, four hundred
members having joined it.

CARLISLE.—One thousand one hundred
and l_'i_'!][},' 1s the present number of mem-
The association combines the working

and middle classes.

IJ',‘]'.-:..

WarsarLn.—The Association
here is one of the most active 1n the king-
dom. The non-electors carried
election.

'[}iir‘l':L*LiLE.'
the late

WoLvERHAMPTON.—A
tive Association
movement for free trade.

numerous

the

{.}In'l"?:-

assists 1n important

The Operative Associations in Devonshire

are prospering under the able guidance of

our friend Mr. Toms, of Great Torrington.

Ma~xcHESTER.—Our Association may ap-
peal with pride to its exertions as a proot of
what may be done by perseverance and 1n-
dustry. The number of our members is con-
stantly on the increase.

The committee for No. 3. District meet at
the Queen Anne, Millers-lane, Messrs. Wil-
kinson, Morris, and Duffy, are the representa-
tives in the general couneil.

Mr. Kennedy's Temperance Hotel, Cable-
street, is the place of meeting for No. 2.
Representitives Messrs. Kelly, Daly, Neville,

and Mulherion.

No. 1, District.—The committee meets at
Mr. White's, Butler-street, Messrs. Oswald,
Johnson and Hague represent the branch in
the general committee.

The other district committees meet for the
present in Newall’s Buildings, Market-street,
where the general committee sits every
Thursday evening.

SaLrorD.—The newly orgamzed Salford
Operative Anti-Corn-Law Association, al-
though not more than three weeks old, has
at present upwards of eight hundred mem-
bers on its books, and the active secretary
Myr. Cunningham assures us that before
many days are over the number will be at
least one thousand. Let other towns imi-
tate this,

——
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS.

We particularly desire to make this JourNAL the |
ReGisTeR of the PROCEEDINGS of the WorkING-MEN |
throughout the Empire, on the question of FREE-TRADE |
and the AsoriTioN or Moxorory, and we earnestly |
request the various Working-men's Associations and
others interested in the cause immediately to open a
CorRESPONDENCE with us. As we shall be at all times
anxious to insert Reports of the Working Men's Meet-
ings, &c. Direct to the Editor, care of James Morris,
22, Richmond-street, Portland street, Manchester.

TO THE PUBLIC.

The Manchester Council of the National Anti-Bread
Tax Association, beg to inform their Friends in the |

— e

Country,that they are willing to send out their Lecturer
and indefatigable Agent, Mr. John Finigan, to lecture
wherever a room can be procured, and the necessary
expenses guaranteed.—on due application being made
to

THE ANTI-MONOPOLIST.

MONDAY, AUGUST 16, 1841,

Mr. James Morris, their Secretary.

JUSTICRE T0 THE LABOURING CLASSES, as the |

means, not only of elevating their condition
and of thus increasing their intelligence and |
happiness, but also of placing upon a per-
manent foundation the interests of all, is the

point towards which our efforts tend. Free-
dom of commerce, the entire abrogation of
ALL monopolies, are the channels through
which, in our opinion, the stream of advance-
ment must flow. The dethronement of mo-
nopoly will relieve us of the heavy burden
of sustaining, at a yearly expense of above
fifty millions of pounds, the greedy “inter-
ests” which fatten upon the vitals of labour:
and it will destroy the unhealthy, artificial |
system of commercial monopoly which has, |
under the influence of the heated atmosphere |

|

I

of a narrowed field of enterprise, kept in-

creasing with the increasing miseries of the |
people, till at last its overgrown immcnsity

threatens not only to destroy every remnant

of the happiness of the many, but also to

annihilate itself.

We repeat, that we consider the natural |
influence of the present restricted system of
trade is to force into life a few vast commer-
cial capitalists, whose gains are wrung from
the fleecings of labour; but who, injurious
to society though they are, are still the con-
sequences and not the causes of the system.
How do we arrive at this conclusion? As fol- |
lows: Every one will allow that monopolies
limit the field of commercial enterprise :
First, By loading the great consumers of
food and clothing at home, the many, with
oppressive burdens, and thus, to an incon-
ceivable amount, curtailing their power to
Lmrclmse, and circumseribing the home mar-
et. Secondly, By preventing all foreion
trade with those countries who have nothine
but the interdicted articles to give in ex-
change for our exports, except an indirect
and wasteful traffic which may, peradven-
ture, be advantageous to the rﬁerchant, but
yet be a charge upon the community, Al
narrowed field of enterprise, and an incre
ing number of com
alone the reward of t

as-
Imt:turs makes success
108e possessing remark-

| draught.

| struggle continues, the difficulties of business
| increase ; the “large firms," aided by their

| daily receiving less.

| he takes a higher station. Capital increases, |

| SOCIAL COMPACT DEMANDS THAT ALL WITHIN

Jects we cannot do more than express our
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able industry, money getting talent, and
great advantages of capital and connexion.
Eiven with all these assistants, success is not
the inevitable result of industry and pru-
dence directing capital in its increase. A
thousand unavoidable circumstances often
intervene and dash the cup of prosperity
from the lips, still moist with its delicious
A more powerful adventurer
swells himself out into the place just vacant,
to be succeeded perhaps in turn; the deadly

apital, can buy “low,” often “below prime
cost,” and can sell, in consequence, at prices
wholly out of the power of the “smaller fry”
to take. Business at this moment is getting
more and more into the hands of ““great |
pawnbrokers,” and the poorer middle classes |
with the “lower” portion of society toil, and
sweat, and groan, daily producing more, and

Throw down the commercial barriers and |
what is the result ? Markets abroad increase |
with the increase of our imports. At home, |
the demand for labour creates a better de- |
mand for its produce. The labourer con-
sumes more and perhaps produces less: he
accumulates in many cases a little capital,
and rises into a “small middle class man” at
once. Commerce continues to extend, and

and the natural competition amongst capi-
talists brings down the reward of mere accu-
mulation, and raises up the wages of the
workman, by the desire for its investment
producing competition; not for work as at
present, but for workmen. A free trade dis-
tributes more equally the profits of commerce
amongst the producers of wealth. Downx,
then, WITH EVERY MONOPOLY, WITH EVERY
EVIL CONCOMITANT OF RESTRICTED COMMERCE,
AND UP WITH FREE TRADE, THE INTERNA-
TIONAL LAW OF THE ALMIGHTY, THE PIONEER
FOR THE ONWARD MARCH OF CHRISTIANITY,

OF RANK AND CONDITION, THE MEANS OF
ACHIEVING EVERY SOCIAL REFORM, NOT ONLY
AMONGST OURSELVES, BUT ALSO THROUGHOUT
THE WORLD.

As the friends of our order, of the working
classes wherever they are to be found, know-
ing the tyrannical inflictions heaped upon
us, by the abuse of law, to be mainly owing
to the undue power of the aristocracy and of
wealth, WE SHALL ALWAYS BE FOUND AMONGST ;
THE MOST ARDENT ADVOCATES OF THE DE-
STRUCTION, THE TOTAL, IMMEDIATE, AND UN-
CONDITIONAL DESTRUCTION, OF THE MONOPOLY
OF POLITICAL POWER HELD BY THOSE ABOVE
US ; SATISFIED THAT THE INTEGRITY OF THE

ITS PALE SHOULD ENJOY EQUAL PRIVILEGES
AND EQUAL POLITICAL RIGHTS.

We direct our attention to the exposure of
monopoly, and to the advoeacy of free trade;
for these purposes we are bound together,
and in our capacity of teachers of these sub-

abhorrence of exclusive legislation, and of
the especial exclusion of the working classes
from the councils of the state. As individu-
als, however, we assist, and shall continue to
do so, every movement for the political en-
franchisement of the people. By enlighten-
ing public opinion on the evils of monopoly,
we consider, that, indirectly, we are fu rthering
the attainment of, by increasing the desire
for, political privileges.  Let the press
generally do as much.

| himself of his long

: ; | which they serve to embellish.
| THE CIVILISER OF THE WORLD, THE EQUALISER | forgive our playful exceptions, therefore, and re-

| tongue and the pen, appealing to the

T

Tae ADDRESS

OF THE YOUNG MEN's ANTI-MONO-
POLY ASSOCIATION,

A WORD ABOUT YOUNG MEN's
ASSOCIATIONS.

The present moment is eventful—if addresses—
long and short, argumentative or declamatory—
lachrymose or menacing can make it so. We have
Lord John’s address to the electors of London ;

' Mr. O’Connell’s hundred and one manisfestoes to

the constituencies of Ireland, and to the people
generally ; Sir Robert Peel’s “ exhortation” to the
two hundred ““esteemed and beloved friends” at
Tamworth, whom he induced—after dinner ’tis true
—to0 sit in silent complacency, while he delivered

pent ulr self-gratulations, for
“ two full hours by Shrewsbury clock.” In Man-
chester, we have the address of the Ministers of
Religion, to their co-adjutors in the kingdom at
large, and the address of the Young Men’s Anti-
Monopoly Association.. The Ministers must find
more exalted crities than ourselves; suffice it, that
we wish them God-speed from our inmost soul.
With the Young Men, however, we feel more at
home, and can play * the general objector” with-
out fear or trembling. It would be * unbusiness-
like” to express entire approbation of their appeal
to “ Young England”—therefore we must slitrl};tly

= 5 - . - - D
complain of the author’s Free Trade in high sound-

| ing qualificatives and in laboured epithet. We are

overwhelmed with terror at the conjured up resur-
rection of “pristine rudeness” overspreading oue
“ fertile plains,” with which our fears are worked
upon, and at the bare mention of the * abyss which
yawns wupon us’ we feel a dead certainty of be-
coming “the beacon of future ages,” and the
““ laughing-stock of nations.” Well, “ momentous,”
“insane character,” * awful results,” *cause of
industry ;” and * glorious and peaceful crusade ;”
“new epoch,” “civilization and embellishment of
the globe,” form, sometimes very pretty points of
sight in the perspective of printed pages. In the
hands of the tyro they increase the hideousness of
the misshapen production—but wielded by such
an adept,as our friend of the Anti-Monopoly Asso-
ciation, they serve to attract the eye of the listless
reader to a perusal of the most excellent matter
The author must

ceive from us our sincere thanks for his able ad-
dition to the many ineitives to action, thrown from
the pen of genius, already possessed by the Free-
traders of the North of England. To the whole of
his production we direct especial attention. The
following passage particularly pleases us, coming
as it evidently ({:ues from a most comprehensive
mind, stored with well applied information, and
able not only to conceive, but also to communi-
cate, 1deas of startling originality :—

“The past history of our race proclaims the su-
premacy of force, the selfishness of empire, and
the subjugation of mankind, asthe prevailing as-
pect of society. But the rise and progress of the
industrial arts, and the extension of a beneficent
Commerce, indicate, in terms too plain to be mis-
understood, the real Destiny of society and the
existence of a new Epoch which shall substitute
the ploughshare for the sword, and the loom for
the Eatter}n The cause of Industry is the cause of
Humanity. Instead of the subjugation of mankind,
and the devastation of the earth, let peaccful and

| attractive industry propose, as its highest aim, the

enrichment of all by the eivilization and embellish-
ment of the globe.”

Following out the train of thought suggested by
this quotation, what a contrast does the political
agitation of the present age present to the struggles
for plundered rights, and the contests with barba-
rian oppression of a very few centuries back ! 7hen
right could only reign triumphant b%' the efforts of
might. The eternal principles of justice were
maintained at the point of the sword; and the
unruly elements of their success became often the
means of their speedy destruction! Vow, the
general judg-

ment, cause a concentration of individual effort
which achieves and sustains, unstained by human




————e
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blood, unchequered by the lamentation of injured |

rectitude, mighty moral victories!

It has been often demonstrated that the speeches
and writings of our patriotic townsmen have moved
to action, not only the old and experienced, but the
voung and enthusiastic. In time of war, the aged
act as counsellors and projectors—the young as the
daring and energetic putters in practise of the en-

campaign of agitation against 111}111::1:1:1}' has been
again opened. Let our sages E_!s.-illwr:lttr-—-lvt them
provide for the sustenance ﬁf‘lln.’ army—Ilet tht‘n.l‘
fll the arsenal with stores of “deadly weapons

(i. e.) with full information upon ~n.’!l commercial
matters, and upon the operations of every monopo-
lv. and our lives for it, no associations will be
more getermined and zealous than Associations of

the Young Men of England, Ireland, Wales, and |

Scotland, and no particular one nearer to the post
of danger and of honour than the :‘Eﬂ“ﬂhl'htl{f
Young Men's Anti-Monopoly Association. We
call upon the youthful portion of our working
brethren to join this usvh:.l hm‘l_}' and to forward
its extension by all means in their power.

FREE TRADE, FEARGUS O'CONNOR

AND THE FIFTEEN MILLIONS
OF RECLATMABLE ACRES.
No l,

To Feargus O’Connor, Esq.
SIm, _
After vears of open espousal, or of silent per-
mission, of the acts of the landowners of Ireland;
acts which we have long denounced, you come for-

ward, pen in hand, paternally to remonstrate with the |

¢ lords and gentlemen,” as you eall them, the “ bread
taxers"’ according to our vocabulary, of Ireland, resi-
ding, Sir, some few in Ireland, some in England, but
many others on the banks of the Seine, or amid the
vice and profligacy of the regal capitals of the conti-
nent. You profess to be indignant at their want of
feeling for the poor. You call upon them * to do jus-
tice to the people.” Eh bien! We will not dispute
the honesty of your intentions. We will allow that
vour desire is to put down the injustice of the land-
owners; to emasculate them of their wrongfully ob-
tained power over the people's liberties; to reduce
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sterling, than they were able to obtain when corn and |
provisions were at the dreaded * continental level.’ |
These are facts, Mr O'Connor.

Heore we have clearly a foul swindle upon the
labouring classes, exposed by merely lifting one
small portion of the veil, which the charity of their
friends has thrown over the misdeeds of the tyrants.

| Justice demands that the sword of legal retribution

_ 2 | should descend upon the guilty. You propose to these |
terprise, planned by maturer judgment. The moral |
%

“lords and gentlemen” a contrivance for warding off
the blow. You say * the storm is coming; the |
bread taxed are aware that you are bread taxers; |
split up your farms; grow twice as much vpon a
single acre as you do at present; thus giving two
loaves or two ]liri‘l.'ﬁ of meat for one shilling, where
you now give one; remove a million of the labouring
men to the waste lands ; let them have one million |
houses built for their reception; a few thousand |
miles of roads, and railways, and canals cut and laid
down; one hundred pounds a head to start with; ‘
fifteen acres allotted to each ; and you will keep your |
darling Corn Law; effectually  settle the lords of |
the long chimnies ;" and above all, you will receive
twenty millions of pounds for fifleen millions of acres |
which you have no right to possess.” '
Do we object to the distribution of the waste lands?
No: we should like to see them in the handg of the
labouring classes. Do we spurn the idea of a better
system of cultivation? No: we rejoice to hear a man
“whose skill in firming has been generally acknowledged ”
broadly assert, that the stupidity and cupidity of the land.
awoners restricts the quanitity [._rf"ﬁmr.’ ‘flrrl{hh'r{f on our pre-
sent area 1_*_,fL1‘HHH'Hra d acres to one .Fr:r-fflifs oroper 4=rrmn|'i|'_i'_.f.
and thus gives only half as much as it might in return for
a shilling. “'!1}' then do we object? Because we know
that your measures cannot be carried out by an abject
appeal to the sympathies of a hard hearted and preju-
diced faction; and because we know that the only way
to drive them to honesty, to deprive them of their un.
just gains, and of their consequent extreme political
power, to force them to sell at half their present
prices, to split up their farms, to render up the waste |
lands, and thus to extend the home market for I
manufactures and create a demand for labour and an |
increase in its reward, is by letting in, throngh the
destruction of monopoly, a wholesome foreign compe-
tition. These, Sir, are our views; that your real be-
lief is somewhat similar we gather from the general
tenor of your letters. Carry out your admissions in
your actions; rest not your denunciations of tyranny

| with the “ cotton lords,” but examine fairly.. See how

them to honesty; and lastly, to “ elevate the condition |

of the labouring classes.” Admitting this; as the

voice of a large number of working men, we will |

calmly discuss the question, *“ Are the' means which
you propose sufficient to attain the r:'hjw*ts in view 1"

In the last century, when we exported corn and
provisions to foreign countries, and when, in conse-
quence, the prices of those articles at home were
certminly as low as in the countries to which we ex-
ported, the money wages of the English labourers
were, on the average, about two shillings per week
lower than at present; those of the Irish labourers
were as nearly as possible the same as they have been
during the last few vears. MARK THESE FACTS.

The prices of corn and provisions, on an average of
the last ten years, reckoning the extraordinary low
prices of 1835-6, remember, in the list,in England
and Ireland, have been above thirty per cent. higher
that in the countries to which we used to export, and
forty to fifty per cent. higher than they were with us
at that time. MRk THIS.

When we were exporting, the rent of land of a
given quality was somewhere about half what it is at
present ; in some districts, rather more ; in others, as
in Cheshire for example, very much less. Now let
us seo how stands the account :(—

When we exported corn, the English labonrer, re.
ceiving two shillings per week less than at present,
received nearly twenty per cent. more of the produce
of the soil which he cultivated, represented in money,
than when corn is kept by law at a “ protected” price.

The Irish labourer got about the same money
wages, and received forty to fifty per cent. more pro-
duce than he does under the “ protecting system."

Whilst the English labourer is docked twenty per
cent. in his real wages, and the Irish lahourer forty
to fifty per cent. the English and Irish landlords are
drawing almost double the rentals they formeorly ro-
ceived ; and with this increase they are able to get
hald of, thanks to the walls of restriction, within
which they have confined us, and in which we have
bwf" competing, acting through an increasing popu-
lation and an increase of mechanical power, at least
four times the quantity of the produce of our labour
and skill, of the cottons, woollens, and silks with
which they are adorned, in return for every pound |

]

far all parties are to blame, and let not your con- |
nexion ;with the landowners, nor your predilection
for agriculture, blind your eyes to the robberies uf|
the one, or the real interests of the other.

Yours truly,

Tue AxTi-MoXopoLIsT.

THE CLERICAL CONFERENCE.

THE REVEREND BAPTIST
CORN LAWS,

NOEL ON THE

Even the scoffer at religion and religious institu-
tions must admit the immense influence, uver public
opinion, possessed by the clergy of the different de-
nominations of christians: an influence exceeding |
every other in intensity. It Aas been used in one grand
concentrated movement in favour of enslaved and
suffering millions. The movement to which it then |
lent its aid had been without avail until the teachers |
of Christianity came forth, with the Bible in their
hands, and, in the name of their Master, forbade the |
further continuance of slavery ahroad.

Too often has the influence of the clergy been
weakened and withered by sectarian contests, alike
injurious to the best interests of Christianity and to |
the happiness of their flocks. Honour to the good
pastors who struck the galling fetters from the slave
in other climes, and ten fold hold honour to the pa-
triots, who, casting aside, as worthless, party pre-
judices and sectarian hickerings, are now gathering
together in solemn conference upon the best means of
disenthralling; of feeding, of making happy, the mil-
lions of toiling, suffering slaves at home. !

Amidst our rejoicings at the joint efforts making by |
the clergy at the present crisis, a shade of dissatisfac-
tion continuully obtrudes upon us. We cannot hide |
our regret that the ministers of the church, *as by
law established,” should, with some virtuous exceptions,
sneer at, or openly discountenarce the proposed cleri-
cal agitation. The more aristocratic members of the |
Church clergy have been especially bitter in their op- |

' mand for its most important products.
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position to these efforts for the amelioration of the
condition of Well! with the Honourable
and Reverend Baptist Noel, an aristocrat, a high digni
tary of the church, a most learned and pious divine,
upon our side, we will dispense with the assistance of
the clerical knights of the Fleece. The Honourable
and Reverend gentleman appears in the midst of his

the poor.

associates like a good genius, watching over the wel
fare of the poor, and counteracting by his holy influ
ence, the malevolent or ignorant misdeeds of a ram
pant faction. We hail his opportune appearance, as

the worn-out traveller in the desart hails
verdure of the long sought oasis, or the cooling, invi
gorating water-spring, after days of wandering, of dis
appointment, and of despair.

If our \l'i-l‘]{it;;_{ brethren have not read Mr. Noel's
pamphlet, let them at once invigorate their hopes by
its {perusal. They will find its arguments clear and
convincing; its stvle foreible and elegant; while
every line glows with the christian love of justice and
of mercy which animates the authors breast.

We have given a few extracts and heg to call the
particular attention of our readers, to the heauty and
force of the concluding passage. .

We hope that Mr. Noel may attend the conference
of ministers; there to shed the lustre of his piety and
his talent, and to increase the effect of the movem: ot
by his great influence with the religious world .

Lo graer

AMERICAN VIEW OF THE ENGLISH CORN LAW
SYSTEM.

(FROM AN AMERICAN PAPER.)

The worst uews brought by the last arrivals from
England was the defeat in the House of Commons of
the party who are striving to bring about a repeal of the
corn laws, The event should be a source of regret to
all who desire the spread of liberal principles, and es-
pecially to the people of the United States, who, be-
sides their natural anxiety to witness just government,
have a strong commercial interest in their abrogation
of the tariff system of Great Britain. That system is a
curse to thousands in England, and inflicts great injury
upon the nations with which England holds commercial
intercourse.

What would be the effect if these pernicious laws
were annulled ? 1t would strip the overgrown landed
proprietors of a portion of their ill-gotten gain. It
would shoot life and health into the decrepit limbs of
English manufactures, by opening extensive markets to
their products, and cheapening the means of their sub-
sistence : it would diminish the artificial causes that
excite feverish alternations of trade: it would restore
the prospect of comfort to myriads of a working popu-
lation, whose only hopes of escape are either in revolu-
tion orthe grave.

Nor would the operation of the change be less be-
nignant towards every department of industry in this
country. To the agricultural interests it would admin-
ister a healthy stimulus, by greatly expanding the de-
Those vast
grain fields in the west and north-west, fast coming

| under cultivation, would find a more profitable outlet

for their abundance, while the supply of goods in com-

 mon use and wear, received in return, would increase

the means and comforts of the body of consumers con-
stituting the majority of every nation. As the market

| for bread stuffs enlarged, the demand for the facilities

of transportation from the interior to the ocean would
strengthen, thus giving more substantial ground for
the hope that our present vast system of internal im-
provements, founded upon debt, might one day or
another pay for itself by means of its own revenues.
Increased exportations would prevent those immense
drains of specie which periodically exhaust the strength
of commerce, at the same time furnishing a safe mode
for the liquidation of an enormous balance of debis
which now make us the miserable dependants of foreign
creditors. With this relief from the pressure of debt, ac-
companied by an augmented demand for the staples,
which every provision of nature indicates that this coun-
try was designed to produce, there would spring up a
genial activity in every branch of trade—an activity
founded upon no rabid thirst of speculation, but upon
the substantial and durable elements of national pros-
perity. Sotrueit is that nations are reciprocally benefi-
ted by the adoption on the part of either of them, of
a just, free, and enlightened policy ; so true is it, with
communities as with individuals, that the quality of
liberality and justice, like that of mercy, is twice
blessed—Dblessed of those that give, and in those that
receive.




= == = === S— e—

ADVERTISEMENTS.

YOUNG
ASSOCIATION.,—TEA PARTY AND DESSERT.
As the Conference of Ministers of the Gospel, of all

denominations, will be held in the ensuing week, to

discuss the all-important question of the Food Mono-
poly, the Youxe Mex's Axti MoNeroLY ASSOCIATION,

have resolved to give a Tea Party and DEgssgrt in |

honour of that event, which will be held on Thursday
Evening, August 19th, at the Corn Exchange, Hang-
ing Ditch, Manchester.

Several eminent Ministers attending the Confer-
ence will be invited to take part in the proceedings.

Ladies' Tickets, ls. 6d. each; Gentlemen's do., 2s.
6d.; may now be procured at Mr. Gapsiy's, Depot of
the Anti-Corn-Law League, Market-street.

By order of the Executive Committee,
H. RAWSON, Chairman

ANTI-BREAD TAX TEA PARTY,
IN HONOUR OF THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
THE GOSPEL. |
The Council of the National Operative Anti-bread-
lax Association beg to announce, that a TEA PARTY |
will be held, under their auspices, in the Corn Ex- |
change, on Friday evening, August 20th, at seven
o'clock. Mr. Alderman BROOKS has kindly con-
sented to take the chair. Richard Cobden, Esq. M.P.
and many of the most distinguished of the ministers
attending the Conference, have promised to attend,
and address the meeting,

Tickets, 1s, each, may be had at the Anti-corn-law
Rooms, Newall's Buildings, Market-street; Mr. E. W.
Watkin, 26, High-street ; Mr. Abel Heywood, Oldham-
street; Mr. Aaron Nodal, Downing-street, Ardwick ;
Mr. Bracup, Chapel-street, Salford; Mr. Hodgson, |
printer, 99, Cannon-.street ; and Mr. J. Morris, secre- |
tary of the Association, 22, Richmond-street.

- - |

A DANGEROUS DISEASE, AND A DESPERATE ;
ReMEDY.—If Sir Robert Peel, and the tribe |
of monopolists who adhere to him, will oppose |
the abolition or amendment of the corn-laws,
as an act of humanity, they should devise some
means for restricting the amount of population.
If the monopolists will restrict the mouths of |
the people to thé produce of our limited terri-
Tory, out Df!]]EI‘L‘:{ to our famishing countrymen
they should, by what would be an equally wise
tand more benevolent law, deciee that a certain
portion of the population should be annually
knocked on the head, so that there may hence-
forth be food and liouse room obtained by those
who are left. The most savage nations always |
decree a violent death as the most humane for
those of their number who are doomed to a pre- |
mature death, Sir Robert Peel and the mono-
polists are less humane than the savages ; they
are resolved to kill the people out by slow means. |
Want of food, confined and noxious atmospheres |
to breathe in, fever, and similar slow diseases,
are their curses to meet the continuance of the |
corn-laws, and with the most glaring proofs of |
their evil influence, against all which the states-
man, the philosopher, or the philanthropist |
would rejoice to see prosper. Peel and the mo.-
nopolists, with dogged resolution, stand by
their gystem alike decidedly through evil and
through good report,

FREE TrADE.—Tt is by commercial inter-
change ; by the mutual offices which arise out
of one country supplying another with what it is
able to produce, and obtaining something that
it values in exchange, that the less civilised are
enabled to start in their career, stimulated to
rise above the lower form of social life, gradu.
ally adorned with all that the arte, and legisla.-
tion, and government can achieve, and a result

rroduced such as war is utterly unable to effect :

ecause, whatever services it renders to civili.
zation are stained with blood in their commence-
ment, and accompanied with bitterness in their

said to my Lord Cartaret.
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- and nation, a narrow-minded, selfish, and sor-
AT S - did legislation would restrain.
MEN'S  ANTI-MONOPOLY | its own purpose, control nature's highway across

It would, for

the globe ; limit the communications which must
inevitably arise out of a free trade ; and with
states, as with individuals, promote that com-
| parative isolation which is the concomitant of
| barbarism. The lowest considerations of phy-
sical good, and the highest claims of morality
I and religion ; the dictates of the most calcula-
| ting prudence, and those of the most expansive
' benevolence ; the simplest justice towards those

' who toil for the support of society; alike demand |

| the repeal of laws so unwise, oppressive, and
| pernicious as those which prevent a free trade
' between man and man, or nation and nation, in
' the produce of the earth which is the support

| of their existence.—JFox.

MISCELLANY.

“ From grave to gay.”

——————————

Tae Workix CLERGY.—The curate of one of the
most populous parishes in the diocese of Durham,
who is still living ef diu vivat, has filled that situation
thirty years. During nearly two thirds of the time he

‘ had read prayers every day, read prayers and preached

twice every Sunday, some times thrice, and performed

| all the oceasional parochial daties, both on Sundays

and during the week. It is calculated that he has
baptised and buried in propriz persona, the whole
population (20,000) once over. He has had nine
children, has been forty years in the church, and for
three-fourths of that period never received more, upon
an average than £40 per annum '—Durham Chronicle.

Icvsrrious Poxs.—*T will tell you a good thing I
¢ 8o, says he, ‘my Lord
came up to me, and asked me, &c.—* Non,' said
I, “my lord never did, nor ever can come wp to you.'
We all pun here sometimes. Lord Cartaret set down
Prior the other day in his chariot, and thanked him
for his Charily: that was fit for Dilly. (Dillon

you a good pun. A fellow hard by pretends to cure

| agues, and has set out a sign and spells it egoes. A |

gentlemman and I observing it, said ¢ How does that

| fcllow pretend to cure apues?V—*I said T did mot

|
lm...w*]mt I was sure: it was not by a spell.” That
| is admirable.,”"—Privale Correspondence of Swift.

|

THE PArsoN AND THE LABOURER.—A parson agreed
to give a labourer a shilling for weeding a garden ;
but when the work was done his Reverence said he
tnought sixpence was quite sufficient for the time
the man was employed. The poor man, being half
starved, agreed to tuke the sixpence, on condition
that the parson would teach him the Lord’s Prayer,
To this the teacher of the truth readily assented, be-
ginning with “ Our Father,” “ What!"” said the
labourer, “ both our Fathers,” * Yes, ves: come,
say after me.” “ Our Father,”—when the labourer

| again asked, * What your father and my father too 1"

“To be sure,” said the parson. “ Well then,” said
the labourer, “You must be a confounded rogue to
cheat your brother out of sixpence !"

CHarrEs Daxxisten axp Justice Starce :(—When
Charles Bannister performed for John Palmer at the
commencement of the Royalty Theatre, he was in-
dicted with the rest of the compauy, and had to ap-
pear before the Magistrates of the Tower Hamlet;
when there, the above justice addressing himself to
Charles in particular, said, with an air of great per-
sonal consequence and wnthority, Mr, Bannister, I shall
clap a padiock upon yow." “ Will you " answered
Charles, * then by Heaven! 1'll draw your Staple,”

Ax old bachelor, who resides in Acre Lane, Brix-
ton, in order to prevent itinerant traders annoying
him by knocking at the door to dispose of their wares,
had aflixed to his knocker a label to this effect:—
“The inhabitant of this house never buys anything
at the door. Hawkers beware !" He was dreadfully
annoyed a few days ago by a loud knocking at his
parlour-window ; and on looking out, he saw two fel.
lows with clothes-lines, mats and pegs to sell. Throw-
ing up the sash in a rage, he accosted them thus—
“Can you read ¥ *“ Yos, master,” said the hawker.
“Then don’t you see a notice affixed to my knocker
that I never buy any thing at the door?' ¢ To be
sure we do, so we thought we would make buld and
try to do a little business at the window." The
fellow’s wit pucified the old hachelor, who straightway
made a purchase,  Immediately afterwards he sent
for a painter, and had the following addition made to

career, And this intercourse between nation

his announcement :—* Nor at the window either,

' fewer crimes there will be.

r

|

| Ashe, an inordinate punster of those days.)—I11 tell |

MagriaGE.—The more married men you have, the
Examine the frightful
columns of your ecriminal calendars; you will there
find a bundred youths executed for one father of a
family. Marriage renders men mcre virtuous and
more wise. The father of a family is not willing to
blush before his children. He is afraid to make
shame their inheritance.

AmERicay Mivita Musten—* Tention the hull!
Shoulder! As you were !"—* I say, capting, Mike's
priming his firelock with brandy.”—* Why, deacon
Michael Bigelow, aint you ashamed to do such &
thing arter the temperance paper! I'll report you
to the court.martial. You without bagnets on your
corn-stalks—stand back in the rear rank—trail arms.”
—* Capting, why the dickens dun’t you put the ranks
farther apart? That are chap's bagnet has stuck
into Jem's trowsers, and I rather guess he won't sit
down so slick as he used to do.” * I say, mister,
don't blow your backer smoke in my face.” “ Why,
dam it, how could I heip it? This here fellor,
shoulderin’ his firelock, stuck his bagnet strate thro’
the rim of my beaver, and I rather guess any on ye
would jerk your head a little on one side, smoke or
no smoke. Mister, hend me down my hat.” “ Can't
do it—wait till capting tells us to order arms; won't
bring down my firelock without orders if your head
were at the top of it.” * That's right, Joe, rale sogor,
I tell ye—only arter this shoulder your firelock per-
pendicular.”  “John you've got a firelock—what
made you bring your numbrel?” “ Why capting the
wind was due east, and I heard the turkeys screech-
ing, so I knew we'd have a shower.” * Tom, what
are you bawlin about?” ¢ Why, capting, Jim Lum-
mis smashed my toe with the butt of his gun, and I
rather guess its a 36.pounder, for its tarmashun
heavy.” “ Jim Lummis, just have the purliteness to
take your gun off Tom's toe ; and look out how you
smash arter this." ¢ Capting, I say, here's an en.
gagement on the right flank.” “ You don’t say so,
leftenant —what is it!” “ Why Parks Lummis and
George King fighting like blazes.” “'We'll make a
ring after parade, and see fair play, only tell them to
wait till we're dune sogerin.” “ Capting, I say, its
arter sun-down, and I rather guess I need'nt stay any
longer acccording to law.” “ Well, I'm agreed. Now
get into a strate line as quick as greased lightening.
Right face, dismiss."—Norfolk (U.S.) Herald..

Tue Scorcn Finoue—Isaac, or Iky Sparks as he
was commonly termed, lodged on one occasion in a
house with & Scotwch doctor, who amused his leisure
hours by learning to play the fiddle. These gentle-
men, it must be remarked, were not upon the most
amicable terms; the Scotchman turning up his nose
at Sparks us a * vogabond plee-actor ;" and the latter
retorting by calling him a “ legal vampire,” since he
lived by the death of other people. The doctor made
it an invariable rule to rise at day-light to practise,
about which time the convivial Mr. Sparks was getling
into his first nap. As their rooms were adjoining, it
was a necessary result that Sparks lost his sleep; and
it soon became another, that he should lie aweke tu
meditate revenge. He did not like to leave the house
(perhaps he could not) ; but he resolved, if possible, 10
expel this fiddling Macbeth “who murdered sleep,”
and was instrumental to his annovance. One morn-
ing, he heard Mr. M'Intosh the doctor, desire Judy
the servant, who waited on both of them, to go out
and buy him a pennyworth of rosin for his  feedle ;"
and as she passed his door, he called her in, and in-
quired her errand. * Sure I'm going to get some
rosn Mr, Sparks for Mr. M'Intosh's fiddie.” ¢ Ros'n,
ros'n, you crachur!” said Sparks; * and isn't rosn
you are going to ax for, Judy, arrant nonsense;’
*“ Arrah, Mr. Sparks!” “Ros'n's Latin my jewel: the
shopkeeper won't understand you!” Latin; och sure,
Mr. Sparks! T know nothing of Latin; will your
honour tell me what am I to ax for!” “Say you
want a piece of stick-brimstone, darling, that’s English
to spake, and good Irish to the bargain.” The gitl
complied with his direction, procured the brimstone,
and returning to Mr. M'Intosh, presented it to him.
“ You dom b—"h!" exclaimed the Scotohman, * what
ha’ ye broot me!—what do yvou ca’ this?” “ Brimstone,
sirr!”  “Breemstun! did I nu send you for roosin!”
“ Plasa your honour, and so you did; but Mr. Sparks
tould me that brimstone was the raal thing to ax for.”
Foaming with rage away flew the doctor into Isanc's
room (who was listening to the result), and demanded
of him how he dared to interfere with another person's
affairs, and alter his commands to the servant?
“ Why, Mr. M'Intosh,” said lsaac, very coolly, “ what
did you send for?" ** Roosin, sir,—roosin for my
feedle, and be domm'd to ye.”  Well," replied Sparks,
“I always thought brimstone was rosin for a Scotch
Fiddie V' —Tbid.
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THE YVOICE OF THE TIME,

P e ey M

BY CHARLES MACEAY.

Day unto day utters speech —
Ie wise, oh ye nations, and hear
What yesterday telleth to=duy,
What lll-!l;l.} to the morrow will |r|'l-.'u'h
A change eometh over our sphere,
And the old goeth down to decay.
A now ligh! has dawned on the darkness of yore,
And men shall be slaves and oppressors no more.

Hark to the throbbine of thought,
In the breast of the wakening world |
Over land, over sea, it hath come
The serl that was yeste rdny boughit,
To-day his defianee ¢ hath hurl'd,
No more in his slavery dumb ;
And to-morrow will broak from, the fetters that bind,
And lift a bold arm for the rights of mankind.

Hark to the voice of the Time |
The multitude think for themselves,
And weigh their condition, each one;
The drud; ge hath a piril sublime,
And w hether he hammers or 11':11. 85,
He rends when his labour is done ;
And learns. though he groan under penury’s ban,
That freedom to think is the birthright of man.

But yesterday, thought was confind ;
To breathe it was peril or death,
And it sank in the breast where it rose ;
Now, free as the midsummer wind
It sports its adventurous breath,
And round the whde universe goes ;
The mist and the ¢loud from its pathway are curl'd,
And glimpses of sunshine illumine the world.

"lhn* voice of opinion has grown ;
"Twas yesterday changeful and we mk,
Like the voice of a boy ere his prime,
To=day it has taken the tone
Of an orator worthy to speak,
Who knows the demands of the r!mu"
And to-morrow "twill sound in Oppression’s cold ear
Like the trump of the seraph to startle our sphere,

Be wize, oh ! ye rulers of earth,
And shint not your ears to the voice,
Nor allow it to warn you in vaino ;
True freedom of vesterday’s birth,
Will march on its way and rejoice,
And never be eonguer'd arain.,
The day has a tongune—aye, the hours utter speech,
Wise, wise will ye be, if ve learn what they teach,

The AUTOBIOGRAPHY of an ENEMY
to the STARVATION of the PEOPLE.

{The following frue account of the life and |
actions of a well-known Corn-law Repealer,

at present residing in Manchester, has been
placed in our hands by the author, whose name,
for obvious reasons, we are compelled to with-
old from our readers—at least, for the present.
We have perused it with pleasure and interest ;
and as it recounts scenes of thrilling interest,
enacted in times-gone-by ’tis true, but still lwmg
in the recollection of many of our older fr iends,
and is also interspersed with remarks and opin-
ions of men and things of no common Drcler,
we gladly lay the whole before our readers, in
the hope that it may act as a guide and coun-
sellorto those who may have alike path to tread,
and as a collection of pleasant reminiscences to
those who have, with our friend, traversed
the thorny wilderness of political agitation, and
who, like him, have at last arrived at the point
from whence the promised land can be seen
streteling out at no great distance from us. |

MY AUTOBIOGRAPHY,
By an Enemy to the Starvation of the People.

CraApPTER 1.

A record of the life of ““ one of the people”
might perhaps be thought to present little inter-
est or novelty, especially to the people them-
selves, who know but too well the details of the
dull monotonous round of events, of toils, hard-
chips & struggles, which it is the lot of the great
majority toundergo in one never-varying circle.
In my
has been mingled with the every day struggles
of the working man's existence ; and the lowlie

case, however, the charm of romance |
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ness of my position has perhaps been the means
of bringing me into scenes, both as a spectator
and as an actor, which 1t falls to the lot of few
| to witness or to participate in.  Nurtured amid
squalid poverty—accustomed, in childhood
even, to the often daily knowledge of the mise-
ries of the most "thI'Lt want, I have toiled in
youth and in manhood as the sons of Jabour
' only toil ; and amid the frozen region of work
' and of want, glimpses of other conditions of life
have burst upon me, sometimes merely as pas-
| sing shadows, at others as short lived, but sub-
stantial realities. [ have been in prison. I have
been domiciled in aristoeratic mansions. I have
known the enfeebling and degrading torture of
' the want—for months together—of a suflicient
- supply of the coarsest food—and I have partak-
en of the pampered luxuries with which lordly
tables are overloaded. At times my life has
flowed on, unchequered by griefs or gnawing
cares ; and perhaps when peace and quiet seem-
ed to have smiled lastingly upon me, terrible

events have burst over my head, threatening to |
| 1if I can stand it.”

destroy my dearest hopes. I have suffered much,
and enjoyed much. 1 have done something
for my fellow-creatures, and I can say—no small
boast for man to make—that I regret no action
of my life, because I never intentionally injured
any one of my fellow-creatures.

My father was bred to the sea, or rather a
love of roving caused him to run away from
home at thirteen years of age, and embark his
fortunes on the fickle deep. I never new much
of him, but believe he was one of those good-
natured, broad shouldered, brave & prejudiced
men who loved Old England and King George,
and damn’d the French with right good will.
Poor fellow! He was returning to England in

| the Kent, East Indiaman, 1799, when that
vessel was attacked by the French Privateer,
the * Confiance,” commanded by Captain Sur-
couffe, and my father fell covered with wounds,
bravely defending himself against superior num-
' bers. I well remember the tidings of this sad
event reaching us. We had been long expecting
his return home, and for sometime looking
forward to his return, not only as the means nf
restoring to our embraces a Iuntr absent father
and huﬂﬂml but also as the end of a series of
severe privations and of much bodily suffering,
The gradual wasting of the little store left in
my mother’s hands, had forced us from the com-
fortable cottage, snugly seated in which my fa-
ther left us on his departure for India, tocheap
but comfortless lodgings, and finally to a dark,
damp cellar in that delectable part of London,
known as Rotherhithe. Having at length re-
ceived a letter from my father, which had
been delayed for some time on the way, in
which he spoke of his return in such a manner as

after the receipt of these glad tidings,
were in painfully eagerexcitement ; every vessel
which was reported off the coast, was set down
as the long-wished for Kent; and though we
- were often disappointed, still our lmpes_ were
unimpaired, and we still looked and watched
untiringly. One afternoon, after having ascer-
tained that a vessel which had been beating about
for some days, owing to unfavourable winds,was
not pur ship, we were seated at our scanty meal,

heard approaching—we listened—it came nearer
and nearer, and at last descended the narrow
steps leading to the door. My mother opened it,
and instead of rushing into her husband’s arms,

amiddle-aged son of the ocean, whose bronzed

| ing sun, Enquiring if my mother’s name was

to induce us to expect him almost immediately |
we |

when the well-known tramp of a seaman was |

sunk back in disappointment. The intruder was |

countenance bespoke a residence under a burn- |

~1

and if her husband had not been mate
on board the Kent, he gaid ¢ We 11, dame, God
help me, I'd as ‘-lufJ.l bring ye good news as bad,
but ghiver my timbers, I've ;mthmu but ill luck
for you a-board.” \l*. mr.thf r's cheek blanched,
and faintly muttering, *“my husband, my ].m_
band ! ,th-. r.mL']Li at the wall for -HI:IH;:"E
. ].}IH':II' Til'.fﬁ'-",.‘ ‘-'lll:[ the h!ll“-, 1 'l=-——:|-_|‘I amme
—died fighting like a true British tar as he
was—from stem to stern.” A faint shriek was
the only reply made by my poor parent ; stag-
gering across the flooor, she fell senseless to
the earth, The hue of death was upon her
countenance, and her limbs appeared in corpse-

like riu‘iiﬁl‘_ﬁ.', as she lay stretched upon the
ground. Our new friend raised her up, and
gently placing her upon our miserable couch,

ran out for medical aid. When he returned
with the doctor, he first himself that
my mother had merely fainted, and then, with
a look fullof compassion, said, i‘-.mr thing, I'd
better budge, when she comes to, she’ll f.,]|1.,
ask about Tom—and damn m y tarry trowsers,
With this, and she ving a
(loubloon into my little hand, he rus }4r1 out of
the cellar.  After due means had been taken.
my mother gradu: ly revived, and dismissing
the good-natured E -fnl'lplu who would re-
celve no remuneration for his services, she zave
herself up to the luxury of grief. At length,
thanks to the little nr;f,.!}n:,:{-, which I in chil lish
sorrow administered, a new hope seemed to
break upon her, and she went in search of con-
firmation or contradition of the dreadful tal
Late in the evening—worn out with wandering
and with grief, she returned—a fresh burst of
lamentation shewed the full confirmation she
had received of the terrible blow to our hopes
and affections. Again she fainted—but why
minutely detail the different scenes of this aw-
ful drama ;—suffice it to say, fit succeeded fit,
and that re turning light cast its radiance upon
the cold lineaments of my mother’s corpse.

( 7' be continued. )

ARE '.]r!-rl

CONSERVATIVE ORATORY.—We givethe fol-
lowing address, for the sake of the poetical
version of it which irnir:th No fitter person for

I}le represen tat lnli of such men as urrr. tlr"- €n to

| the poll by orders of my Lady Bridgewater and

Lord Stamford could 'Eilf'l‘-‘l}h be found. He is
quite as blockheaded as any tory could wish

ADDRESS OF THE HON. W. DAWNAY,

on being nominated (he has since been elected)
member for the county of Rutland :—

‘ Ladies and Gentlemen,—I must bring in the
ladies, for I see there are some pretty blue bonnets
It's a very fine day. Every thing seems to Liwur
us: it's a very fine day ; there is a good number of
fla: gs, and a very rrﬂml band: it's a very fine day
for the corn. I am a conservative. I have coms
forward as a candidate for Rutland at the request
of several gentlemen : it’s a very fme day. I hope
our cause will be prosperous. I will not detain you
longer; itis a very fine day, and I have a +'rr.1.t
deal of work to do.’

Atte In}stud in verse by an ardent supporter.

Pray examine this xpeech it will repay vour pam:+
He don’t use many words, but oh, Lrll\t“\ what
brains !

| I'm a conServative,
And I really must pray,

I shi LIJ. have ""lll.ul EUCCess
It's a very flne day.

Good ladies and sents,
I'nint much to say ; |
But I must just remark,
It's a very fine day.
Some gentlemen grand,

Who keep their own shay,
D)id ask me to stand ;

It's a very fine day.,

I epy two young ladies,
Just over the way,
They are clad in blue bonnets:
It's a very fine day.
The geason 1& fine
For the corn and the hay;
We've a great Ill Z.I.i to do :
It's a very fine day.,

We've a great many flass,
And don't they look gay !
The band, too, is good ;
[t's a very fine day.
We are favour'd by all,
But the band we shan’t pay;
Don’t let that cat fall ;
It's a very fine day

Enit SAWNEY,
the cat =—Stamford Mercury

_f-'..l Ik .rf('fe‘ J.l_i'-'
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NOEL,

The HON. & REV. BAPTIST W,
ON THE CORN LAWS.

. extended penury.

We lose not a moment in drawing attention to |

a pamphlet printed in an economical form by
that truly benevolent individual the Hon. and
Rav. Baptist W. Noel, under the title of A
Plea for the Puur, showing how the proposed
Repeal of the existing Corn laws will affect the
1't'x'1~1 of the working classes.”” The reputa-
tion of the anthor, one of the brightest orna-
ments of the church of England, who is looked
up to asa high authority by the religious world,
will. no doubt, obtain for this ]:‘I"Ll'l‘l}‘lhll,‘l a very
axtended circulation. Connected by birth with
the nobility of the land, the reverend author
ceems anxious only to incline the Learts of the
rich and the powe rful to do justice to the hum-
We anticipate from his candid
nd enlightened pleading in their behalf the
sults. A sincere christian can hardly
rise from 1ts perusal without asking himself the
uestic I‘J—Can I really hope for salvation, if I

1 e
Ii]!.‘l‘ CladSsge

1
neg -..r It

neclect the observance of the first christian
maxiin, ** Do unto others, as ye would that
sthers rlu unto you * #7e },n listeni ng to the ad.-

vice this wmtlu. ClLTlT"iIJ'H'L]'.I the landowners
T 1].:.1 be benefited more than Lht', can hope to
hu v their array of yeomanry- cavalry.

¢ The

ryves|

bse among the labouring classes, has been
to me for some years one of the most painful
subjects of reflection. My professional duties
have forced me
London, and from gentlemen habitually occupi-
ed in visiting the poor, I have learned much
nore respecting it. There are many families
in the metropolis half-starved : 1n other parts of
the country there is equal want. In the sum-
merof 1839, several poor persons with whom
I con h 1'-'~E..d1 in Devonshire, assured me that
the whole of a poor man’s wages at that time
would scarcely procure dry-bread for a fawily
of four or five children.  In various wru.ultm"ll
C m.:ﬂir:m. if I am 1ightly informed, the labourers

1 their children can scarcely ever touch meat.
.,ut the distress among agricultural labourers
15 not equal to that among many of the opera- |
tives in manufacturing districts. * * It is shock-
ine to look down into the 'l."k;.“ill‘:-:._. which are
tenanted by destitute thousands in the poorer
parts of Liverpool and Manchester. The town-

ssionaries in these two towns, who, living

tirely among the poor, probably know more
f their circin mstances than almost ar 1y other
persons, not excepting even clergymen, assured
me last year that the distress which they wit-
{ in visiting among the people was wide
.ad, and intense beyond de scription. How
¢ ;1-' 1it be otherwise 2 I saw some mills closed;
ere working half-time, and in the store-
rnm-a ot several I saw immense piles of gouds
hea up to the very ceilings, for which the

[1€ =54

|

! :.'=I..I I':., "'li'

manuf: tLtlIlt‘[’q could find no 11|nilt ihlesale. #* *

But all I‘.:‘:{ihh penuryis trivial compared with

"I 1L t‘ It'tlahd. * % IH tiu.‘ '['UHH_!' districts 01

large Irish towns, as Limerick and Dublin, I

!-r TN T =1 a1 -l k 1 3 -~ ] 1 ¥ 5

1ave esecen suchh nakedpess, stuvation, and
..--'u:-m":‘.-..". misery, asimakes me shudderin the

coliection of them. # * There are at
more-labourers than enough in many
(ur eommerce with hll]‘ﬂpl" in finishing g
been diminishing, while cotton twis {
'l'.-"1-"il['tfi‘]_\- have 'been largely exported ;

e the handloom weavers have been intense-
ly sutfering trom umqulmre work and ; oor pay,
thare is not enon ugh employment for
K at the
want of employment,

Pl 1
v IH ATES,

s
nas -"'.:Jll

and

those who
power looms. * #* \Vith all this
‘100‘,0“” gouls are being
annnally addec to the population.
painful to reflect

'l

WOT

It is very
upon the consequences of this

| God has provi ided plenty for them all.
destitute condition of numbers (he: |

to witness somethine of it in |

tories

who are employed,
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Numbers, driven to a de-
basing mendicancy, have lost all sincerity, and
all sell- respect ; numbers are irritated against
that state of society under which they suffer,
and seem to welcome any symptoms which may
arise of riot and revolution. In town and coun-
try, in Great Britain and Ireland, tue labour-
ers are too numerous to be employed; and
although willing to labour for their livelihood
they ask for work in vain. The competition
for employment depresses the wages of those
while the rest, as Mr.
Carlyle (I think) has said, are hedged up every
where, by property tostarve ; like horses turned
out when no longer wanted for work, to graze
on the dust of the roads, between brick walls
and endless lines of building, To this hungry
multitude, already goaded by want, into rick-
burning and trades unions, .into chartism, and
every other expression of impatience at unen-
durable calamity, 400,000 beings are added
vear after year. \What is to be done for them ?
Soup kitchens, tickets for coals and potatoes,
mendicity societies, night asylums, and charity
balls, or charity sermons, will not fatten their
lean visages, nor furnish their empty dwellings,
nor make them bless God for plenty. And yet
The
earth would give a hundred-fold more corn than
they want ; and they have strength, skill, and
industry wherewith to purchaseit. Only allow
them the opportunity of labouring for the food
with which Europe cansupply them ; only fix

and reduce the duty on foreign corn, and they | a

will be fed.”

Mr. Noel examines a question on which the
, daring the late elections, expended much
sophistry —namely, the effect of reduced prices

| On wages i—

“ So long (he says) as there is a surplus num-
ber of workmen the competition among them
to obtain employment leads them to underbid
' each other, and depresses wages.”

But, he observes, that the manufacturers

' would find markets front which they are now |

excluded, and that a large number of workmen
may be employed who now see their children
starving.

“ The advantage to the operatives would not
cease here. Werewages reduced in equal pro- |
portion to the reduction of prices, they would
only profit from the increased facility of inding
W ml{; a larger number of men would be
employed, while all in work would be as well
off as before. DBut wages would not fall as far
as prices. An abundance of labourers lead, as
we have seen, to a competition among them
for empleyment, and depresses wages ; but an
abundance of employment making labourers
scarce, produces a competition among masters
to obtain them. For this purpose masters are

' obliged to bid above each other, and wages

| vants,

rise. The extension of our commerce, there-
fore, by giving more employment, would raise
wages ; and, while greater numbers would be
~n-.p]r-3e:l they would, at the same time, be
enabled to obtain better supplies of food and
clothing. # " ® % * *
Should our manufacturing mdustry be repress-
ed, the country labourers, already too numer-
ous, must become an intolerable burden to the
parishes; but should our manufacturers flourish,
many will find employment as domestic ser-
porters, warehousemen, artisans, and
The effect of this demand for labour
must be the same as a similar demand in towns.
‘While labourers are abundantand labour scarce,
the farmer may obtain labourers at the lowest
wagzes which will sustain life ; but when labour

allors.

15 abundant, and labourers scarce, the labourer

|

can make his own terms. The extension of
our commerce would speedily be felt by the
labourers, who would obtain better wages and
enjoy a more comfortable existence. Their
number at present pauperises them ; theirscar-
city would then increase their comforts.”’

The idea of reducing the population to some
fanciful proportion between towns and country
will only recoil on those who entertain it. The
people will not suffer themselves to be driven
outof existence without involving others in ruin.
No! Employment must be allowed to the peo-
ple, and all notions of destroying them abjured.
Yeomanry cavalry will not do the business.
The people have at present no idea of violence ;
but the natives of these islands are naturally
brave and energetic, and the recourse to violence
against them would elicit qualities that their
oppressors do not dream of. Let us hear no
more of starving down the people for the sake
of the tory aristocracy.

¢ Four hundred and thirteen thousand per-
song, added every year to the population of the
kmf?dum, must be employed. Emigration can-
not emplU} them, agriculture cannot, and manu-
factures can. With the corn- laws, they must
starve ; emancipated from them, they will
prosper. Cheap bread and a regular commerce
with other countries will feed the people, supply
the exchequer, promote morality, lessen the
chance of war, and injure no one. Inthe name,
then, of the unemployed poor, whose sufferings
[ have witnessed ; on behalf of the depressed

artisan, the ill-fed labourer, and the starving
Irish peasant, I entreat every religious land-
owner, clergyman, or member of parliment, who
may honour these. pages with a perusal, to re-
flect seriously, and to pauselong, ere he uses
his influence to prolong the existence of those
laws which, in the actual condition of our coun-
try, must lead to such calamitous results. When
our Redeemer preached the gospel to the
multitudes who followed him, he also healed
their diseases and supplied their wants. Like
him, his disciples_should eeize with joy the
opportunity of affording a relief to the necessi-
tous, compared with which all the charitable
contributions of England are absolutely insig-

| uificant. Mjyriads of the working classes, whose
| interests are especially at stake, have implored

the legislature not to vote them any public
money, not to give them any unfair advantage
over others, not to invade private property, but
to break off the fetters which the law has laid
upon their industry; to restore them their
natural liberty to purchase bread in return fer
the produce of their labour ; to permitthem to
maintain their families by honest and laborious
exertion. For no fault of theirs, they are suf-
fering the pain of hunger and all the physical
and moral evils aceompanying it. God has pro-
vided for them corn, not in their own crowded
country, but in others less densely peopled.
They have the ability te buy it by their labour,
if the law forbids not, and the restoration of
their natural right will invigorate everyg branch
of British industry. Generousl{, therefore, as
becomes the disciple of Christ, let every chris-
tian reader overcome all party spirit, silence
each ignorant prejudice, and, trampling on the
suggestions of a shnrt-s:ghted gell-interest,
labour with every friend of his country to effect
that extension to our trade, which, while 1t
improves the condition of the working classes,
will open the prospect of unbounded prosperity
to the whole nation.”
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TO OUR READERS. the executive t_h:!.t, notwithstanding its assur- from the 1]11‘{”1(&, as a TT_L'LHL-r entitled to a calm
8 ance, yet they did not want the present taxation | and respectful discussion. This is what he

We hope that we need make no apology to our | t5 be reduced on bread, timber, and other arti- | thought ought still to be done bv honsurable
readers, for devoting so much of our present num- cles, and this, too, not only without improving | gentlemen on the other side, and I‘J::rlif:ullr-r]{'
ber, in reporting the firs¢ speech, and “'l_“_lt I‘f'” the revenue, butincreasing it; notwithstanding | with respect to a speech from their most ora
been unanimously agreed upon to be the best that 1l this. thev. the conptituancv of Broland et Qoveres ; : STy
has been delivered this Session, by (as Mr. Pren- ,1 ‘11' P SR SN CY O j‘,[.lﬁ"lm y Were | clous Sovereign, who, since the time of Alfred,
tice observed in the Corn Exchange,) “One of the 1ur_1{*tq&ml1_g monopoly and 1axru]r:||l:, m“.l all was the mest popular monarch they ever saw
ablest and best Members of the House of Commons.” | their mischievous results, and that they did so | in these realms, (Cheers.) He would take

If any of our readers should feel inclined to be | because they preferred the advantages of mono- | up but a moment of their time while he elanced
sceptical on this point, and think our picture nf‘ poly to the well-being and benefit of tlie state. | at that great and paramount question, which
Mr. Cobden is too highly coloured—-we would re- | He was glad to know, then, from the other side, | had been attempted to be cast aside. He al.
fer them to any of the two ‘11““55”“1‘P“‘""_{”S that the people of England, who were impatient | luded to the food tax. The people of this coun-
that he ﬂStUmf_h'f{l and delighted at the t.r”_“r" ILK_’ of taxation—of whom it was said that they were | try had been petitioning for three years. Thev
change, last Wednesday evening, and their doubts, afflicted with “ an ignorant impatience of tax e ious for T'tha fend fas
el Lasbons willihe sffoctaally remnoved, afflict # an ignorant impatience of taxa- | were anxious for a 1|'Utall repeal of the food tax.

Ed. “Anti-Monopolist” tion ' —that they had not all at once br:E-r:me He :tl_ml-_:e, too, 1n the utmost sincerity—he was

et | enamoured of monopoly. (Hear, hear.) There | also for a total and unconditional repeal of that

THE SPEECH OF R. COBDEN, Esq.M.P, | Was, too, another difficulty in addressing the | tax. (Hear, hear, hear.) He would not allow
e L R :1(;1[]15;:1 UPT[I the I;rfisent occasion. 'It'hfa]i' 1.:{?1‘& ari Il;l'[‘llﬂisllﬂll to hf‘ cast upon I}i[.‘ three millions

ola that the question now was, not whether | who had been vetitiening for three vears unor

In the House of CG”I?;”?G”S;IM Wednesday | (e corm.laws ?vr:re to be repealed or monopoly | this suhject_hé could not permit it :r: l{_] E,}“:

Evening, JAugust 25th, 1811, i support maintained, that they were not to considerthose | that they were not sincere in what thev :i:r';r-}{

of the Free Trade Address to the Queen. points which her Majesty had recommended to | for. He knew that thev were, because he lrrﬁ' n

Nr. CospEN commenced his address to the | their notice, but that they were to discuss that, | what they asked for was just, {I]wr;r. Boas )
house as a new member by saying, thatin ad- | and that only, which some gentlemen on the | What was this bread tax—this tax upon food,
dressing himself to their notice it was not his | other side of the house had thought proper to | and tax upon meat? It was a tax upon the
desire to trespass long upon their attention. He | put after the address on her M ajesty’s speech; | great body of the people; and hon. gentlemen
must own, however, that he felt some difficulty | (hear, hear;) that all they were to think of, and opposite, who had such sympathy for the I T,
how to treat the question that was placed before | all they ought to speak about was, whether or | when they had made them paupers, (cheers j
the house. There did not seem to be a very | not her Majesty’s government was worthy or | should not refuse to give a calm. a marked :;-".?LI
good understanding as to their position on this | not of their confidence. (Hear, hear.) And |a prominent consideration to this qn:r-.:t-i- ; e
occasion. They heard very different opinions | how came hon. gentlemen on the other side to | affecting the workine classes. (Hear P;;-:vh"-.
expressed as to the object which had sent them | that conclusion > They went over the conduct | There were twenty millions of persons fn "c
to that house, and as to the nature of the prin- | of the present ministers for the last ten vears. realms who depumr!ud upon wages for 1l.r-Ir:1h1iu-
ciples that were determined at the last general | They travelled after them to India, China', and | sistence. There was about a million who }‘5 ved
election. They had heard that the last general | to Canada.  They touched upon every thing | upon the public alms; and he claimed from
election was not a test of public f:npiuiun as to | but that which was the last and most imimrtaﬂt gentlemen on the L"'[]l!’l"#i'l.!{‘.,. who were hugeine
the monopolies that were complained of; that | of all their acts—namely, their recommendation | the paupers as their pets, to let some of their
it was merely a question of confidence in the | to revise the corn-laws. (Cheers.) Hon. gen- | sympathies be cxtended to the twenty millions
ministry. Xle knew that that opinion had been | tlemen on the other side left that important topic | who were in that situation that entitled ra.m T‘i;
expressed by the right hon. baronet, the mem- | untouched, but that was no reason why gen- | their support—these were the independent hard-
ber for Tap‘s.wr}rlh, and he was happy to perceive | tlemen on his side of the house, knowing what | working men, who maintained themselves by
the disposition that existed in the party oppo- | the working of the corn-laws was, what their | their honest industre. He told them that their
site to take the dictum of that right honourable | effects, and that they were infinitely more im- | tax on bread pressed more severely upon that
gentlemen as their law. They, therefore, said, | portant in the eyes of their constituents than | class of men than upon any other. He had heard
that they were not to represent a monopoly. | Canada, or Syria, or the affairs of New York ; | that tax called by a multitude of names. Some
(hear, hear.) It would, indeed, be strange to | (hear, hear;) there was then no reason why | designated it as a “protection ;” but it was a

LR

hear a majority of that house coming forward | gentlemen on his side should not give to such | tax after all, and he would call it nothing else.

-

to declare that they had been sent there by the | a subject the prominent attention it deserved, | (Hear. hear.) The bread tax was levied prin-
people of England to represent, to advocate, | and at the same time treat with the proper de- | cipally upon the working classes. He called
and to uphold monopoly. Let him just remind | ference and respect which any communication | the attention of the house to the working of the
the house of the circumstances under which the | from her Majesty ought to receive. (Hear.) | bread tax. The effect was this—it compelled
late general elections had taken place. A re- | He was very young in that house, but still he | the working classes to pay 40 per cent. more,

- commendation had come from the executive, | was accustomed to read the speeches that were | that is, a higher price than they should pay if
' advising them to do that which was something | made there, and, if he was not mistaken, he | there was a free trade in corn. When hon.
, unprecedented in the history of the country— | thought that in the olden time, conservative | gentlemen spoke of 40s. as the price of foreign

1 namely, to set or fix a reduction of taxation; gentlemen especially were accustomed to treat | corn, they would make the addition 50 per cent,
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He would not overstate the case, and therefore
he set down the bread tax as imposing an addi-
tional tax of 40 per cent, He had now to call
their attention to facts contained in the report
of the committee on the hand-loom weavers. It
was a report got up with great care and singular
talent. It gave, amongst other things, the
amount of the earnings of a working man’s
fanily, and that was put down at 10s. Looking
at the metropolitan and rural districts, they

found that notto be a bad estimate of the earn- |

ings of every labouring family. The hand-
loom committee then stated that out of the 10s.
every family expended in the week 5s. in bread.
Their tax upon that was 2s. weekly, so that
every man who had 10s. weekly, gave out of
that 2s. to the bread-tax, That was twenty
per cent. out of the income of every labouring
family.
how the same tax worked. The man who had
20s. a-week, still paid 2s. a-week to the bread-
tax; that was to him ten per cent, asan income
tax. If they went further—to the man who had
40s. a-week—the income tax upon him in this
way was five per cent. If they mounted higher
—to the man who had £5. a-week, or £250,
a-year—it was one per cent, income tax. ILet

them ascend to the nobility and the millionaires, |

to those who had an income of £200,000 a-year.
His family was the same as that of the poor

man, and how did the breal-tax affect him ? |

It was one half-penny in every £100 [cries of
¢ poh, oh,” and laughter from members on the
opposition hem:hes.\] He did not know whether
it was the monstrous injustice of the case, or
the humble individual who stated it, that ex-
cited this manifestation of feeling, but still he
did state that the nobleman's family paid to this
bread-tax but one halfpenny in every £100 as
income tax, while the effect of the tax upon the
labouring man’s family was £20 per cent. He
wished not to be misunderstood upon this point.
Suppose an honourable gentleman were to bring
in a bill levying an income tax upon the diffe-
rent grades in society ; let it then be supposed
that it was proposed toimpose upon the labour-
ing man an income tax of 20s. per cent, and
that the nobleman was to pay but a halfpenny
out of every £100; in such a case as that he
was sure that there was no member of that
house, and he hoped no Christian man out of it,
who would be parties to the imposing such a
tax [hear, hear, hear.] And yet that was the
tax which was actually levied, not for the pur-
pose of the state, but for the benefit of the
richest of the community [hear, hear.] This,
he apprekended, was a fair statement of the
working and effect of the tax on bread [cries of
““no, no,” from members on the opposition
benches.] He promised this to honourable gen-
tlemen, that, as far as he had stated, he was
willing to explain every thing in which they
might find anything that appeared to them to be
a difficulty [cries of * oh, oh,” from members
on the opposition benches.| He begged not to
be misunderstood [cries of * hear, ]\ldi:dﬁl‘, hear,”
from the opposition benches.] He would sympa-
thise with the incredulity of honourable zentle-
men opposite.
as Christian men, knew what this tax was in
its operation, they could not lie for one moment
in safet§ or tranquillity in their beds, could they
vote for it [heal*, hear.| Such, then, was the
nature of the tax. He cared not whether it was

forty, twenty, or five per cent. It was a portion |

of the evil of the bread-tax—a tix that was in
no country that he was aware of, unless in Eng-
land and Holland. It was monstrous and unju::;t
to levy a tax upon bread [hear, hear, hear.]

But let them proceed upward and see |

He was convinced that if they, |

' He was aware that honourable gentlemen might
point to laws passed upon the importation of
corn elsewhere. There had been import duty
in France and Spain, and the United States of
America; but he was prepared to show that in
those countries they exported corn one year
with another, and therefore no import duty
could there operate as with us. There had been
some mystification about this question. He re-
membered the noble lord opposite, at his election
for North Lancashire, propounding the doctrine
' of protection to the working classes, which was
afforded them as a set off to the corn-laws ; and
as the doctrine came from so high an authority,
he believed that other gentlemen, in other coun-
ties, had taken the same view of the case. The
doctrine of protection was unfounded. The
noble lord had told the electors that the manu-
facturers wanted a repeal of the corn-laws, be-
| cause they wanted to reduce wages [cheersand
counter cheers]; and that unless, by a repeal
of the bread-tax, they did reduce wages, they
could not be better able to compete with the
foreigner, and therefore could derive no benefit;

wages, that would be of no benefit to the work-
| ing man [hear, hear, and cheers|. That was
the doctrine of the noble lord. Let him 1emind
the house that the noble lord spoke for parties
who had been'for three years patiently struggling
for a hearing from that house, and had never
beer allowed to state their own case [cheers];
that when the honourable member for Wolver-
hampton, for whose distinguished services he,
in common with millions of his countrymen, felt
sincerely obliged, two years and a half ago pro-
posed that those who were agitating this ques-
| tion should be heard at the bar of the house,
that house scouted and rejected his suit, and
when they denied him a hearing they misre-
 presented his motives [cheers]. Let him look
at a case as given by the noble lord opposite. He

that the noble lord had wilfully misrepresented,
but he must contend that he had unconsciously
misapprehended the case, and if Le, with his
brilliant talents, fell into error, other gentle-
| men must excuse him if he ventured to think

that they also had fallen into error. Now, in

reply to the case put by the noble lord, he must
' say that those who advocated the repeal of the
| corn-laws had again and again avowed as their
| object that they might be allowed the right, for

duce of their industry for the productions of all
other countries, and at the same time, they not
only expressed their willingness, but their
anxious desire, that all duties for protection, so
called, levied upon articles in which they were
engaged, might likewise be removed, and that
a free and unfettered intercourse between all
nations, in all commodities, might be carried on
as designed by nature. He would come to

said that a repeal of the corn laws meant a re-

|ductiun of wages.
| knew what it meant, it meant increased trade.

They did not wish to diminish wages, but they
claimed the right to exchange their manufac-

| tures for the corn of all other countries, b}'l!
which means they would, he maintained, very |

much increase trade; and how they could do
| that expect by calling into operation an increas-
| ed amount of labour, he was at a loss to imagine
' [cheers]. And he would ask the noble lord how
| could they call an increased demand for labour

| into activity without raising the rate of the wages
'of the working classes [cheers]. It appeared
|

\
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to him, therefore, that there was a palpable
fallacy in the statement of the noble lord on that
occasion when he said that the object of the
anti-corn-law party was to reduce wages, in
order that they might be better enabled to com-
pete with the foreigner [ hear, hrar, hear]. He
maintained that we did now compete with the
foreigner. He maintained that we sold our
manufacturers cheaper than they were sold by
any other country, for if we did not, how could
we sell our manufactures upon neutral ground
in competition with the producers of other coun-
tries? We now sold in New Yok every
article in competition with the foreigners of
other countries, and if we could there sell it
cheaper than the foreigner, where was the pro-
tection given to the home producer? We sold
articles at home as cheap as we did abroad, and
he hoped the house would not forget this, that
it was the foreign market that fixed the price in
the home market. Did honourable gentlemen
suppose that we would send articles 3,000 miles
for sale if we could get better prices at home ?
He begged to say a few words more on this im-

and, on the other hand, if they did reduce |

would not for a moment allow it to be supposed |

| how long it would continue so.

they claimed it as a right, to exchange the pro- |

that portion of the case of the noble lord which |
related to the wages of labour. The noble lord |

Now, if he (Mr. Cobden) |

portant question, and to draw the attention of
the house to the relation between the price of
food and any other article, and the price of
labour when in a wholesome and natural state,
He could understand in the slave holding states
of America or Cuba that the price ol labour
might be determined by the price of provisions.
The slave holder sat down and calculated the
cost of raising his produce, and he calculated
the price of labour accordingly. But he would
come to another state of society; he would
refer to the agricultural districts, where wages
had reached the minimum ; and he would ask,
was the rate of wages raised when the price of
provisions was increased 2 They were told that
such was the case; and why was it the case?
Was it because the high price of food increased
the demand for labour ; or rather, was not the
increase given out of charity, and in the shape
| of charity, because the wages which labour
before brought was reduced to a scale at which
the labourer could not support himself and his
family [hear, hear|? He would come to the
state of the labour market in the manufacturing
districts, and he was happy and proud to say
that it was seund, nominally; but God knew
There the rate
of wages had no more connection with the price
of food than with the changes of the moon
[hear, hear.] There the rate of wages de-
 pended entirely upon the demand for labour

[hear, hear.] There the price of focd never
' became a test of the value of labour. The mar-
kets were elastic, and would be infinitely more
| clastic, if they were allowed. The markets, if
they were permitted, would continue in a sound
and wholesome stafe, and the people would be
employed ; but if they continued their present
system of legislation, they would bring the
manufacturing, the commercial, the trading,
the town population, to the same point at which
| the agricultural labourer had reached ; and then
the manufacturers perhaps would come forward
“and state, not as an act of liberality—not that
 they were merely conferring almsupon paupers,
' but that as the price of food had risen, there-
fore they would raise the rate of wages, and not
because the demand for labour required a rise
in the rate of wages. He would dismiss the
question of wages, altlough it was one he
must say ought again and again to be mooted
in that house and in the country, and he would
come to consider the important question as to

the state of our manufacturing, commercial,

|[ and agricultural labourers, which had already
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caused some sympathy, and for which he must
again implore the sympathy of the house. The
house had heard of the condition of the labour-
ing population in the north, He had l{tttly
had an opportunity of seeing a report of the
state of our labouring population 1n all parts of
the country. Probably honourable gentlemen
were aware that a very important meeting had
lately been held at Manchester, he a}lmlml to
the meeting of the ministers of religion [ laughter
on the opposition benches, and loud cheers from
the ministerial benches.] He llﬂl.?.L‘t'!-?tl['.lﬂl.l that
laugh, but he should not pause in his state-
ment of facts, but might perhaps notice it before
concluding. o
of religion of all denominations—0650, and not
30 in number—assembled from all parts of the
country, . :
thousand pounds, paid by their congregations
[hear, hear.] At that meeting most important
statements of facts were made relating to the
condition of the labouring classes. He would
not trouble the house by reading those state-
ments, but they showed that in every district
in the country—and these statements rested
upon unimpeachable authority—the condition
of the great bedy of her Maje_sty 8 ll}bﬂ.urmg
population had deteriorated woefully within the
last ten years, and more especially within the
last three years, and that in proportion as the
price of food increased, in the same proportion
the comforts of the working classes had dimi-
nished [hear, hear.] One word with respect
to the manner in which his allusion to this
meeting was received. He did not come there
to vindicate the conduct of these Christian men
in having assembled in order to take this sub-
ject into consideration. The parties who had
to judge them were their own congregations,
There were at that meeting members of the
established church, of the church of Rome, In-
dependents, Baptists, members of the church
of Scotland, and of the secession church, Me-
thodists, and indeed ministers of every other
denomination, and if he were disposed to
impugn the character of these divines, he felt
he should be casting a stigma and a reproach
upon the great body of professing Christians in
this country [cheers.] He happened to be the
only member of that house present at that
meeting, and he might be allowed to state,
that when he heard the tales of misery there
described, when he heard the ministers declare
that members of their congregation were kept
away from places of worship during the morn.

ing service, and only crept out under cover of |

the darkness of night—when they described
others as unfitted to receive spiritual consola-
tion, because they were sunk so low in physical
destitution—that the attendance at Sunday
schools was falling off —when he heard these
and such like statements—when he, who
believed that the corn-laws, the provision mo-
nopoly, was at the bottom of all that was en-
dured, heard those statements, and from such
authority, he must say that he rejoiced to see
gentlemen of such character come forward, and,
like Nathan when he addressed the owner of
flocks and herds who had plundered the poor
man of his only lamb, say unto the doer of in-
justice whoever he might be, “* thou art the
man’ [hear, hear, and loud cheers.] The
people, through their ministers, had protested
against the corn-laws. Those laws had been
tested by the immwutable morality of Scripture
[cries of ¢ oh, oh,” and cheers.] Those re-
verend gentlemen had prepared and signed a
petition, in which they prayed the removal of
those layws—laws which, they stated, violated

He had seen a body of ministers |

at an expense of from three to four |

[

the seriptures, and prevented famishing children
from having a portion of those fatherly bounties
which were intended for all people ; and he
would remind honourable gentlemen that be-
sides these 650 ministers, there were 1,500
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| of distress gince that period, if instead of the Bank of

others, from whom letters had been received, |
offering up their prayers in their several loca- |

lities to incline the will of Him who ruled

princes and potentates to turn your hearts to |

When they found so many |

ministers of religiun, without any sectarian | into the cause of elevation from the prostration of trade

justice and mercy,

differences, joining heart and hand in a great
cause, 'here could be no doubt of their earnest-
ness. He beggedto call to their minds whether
these worthy men would not make very efficient
ministers in this great cause ? They knew
what they had done in the anti-slavery question,

|

P

when the religious public was roused ; and
what the difference was between stealing a man
and making him labour and robbing a man of the fruit
of his industry he could not perceive. The noble lord
the member for North Lancashire knew something of
the abilities of these men. The noble lord had told the
house that from the moment the religious community
and their pastors took up the question of slavery. from
that moment the agitation must be successfnl. He
believed this would be the case in the present instance.
Englishmen had a respect for rank, for wealth perhaps
too much ; they felt an attachment to the laws of their
country ; but there was another attribute in the minds of
Englishmen--there was a permanent veneration for sacred
things, and where their sympathy, and respect, and de-
ference were enlisted in what they believed 1o be a sacred
cause, ** You and yours (addressing the opposition) will
vanish like chaff before the whirlwind.,” Haying describ-
ed the condition of the people, he would ask what must
be their feeling when they found that the gracious, most
kind and benevolent recommendation of her Majesty, that
house would take into their consideration laws which re-
stricted the supply of food and diminished labour, was
scouted by a majority of that house as a question secon-
dary to the question whether & gentleman in a white hat
opposite, or a gentleman Wwith a black hat on that side,
should occupy the Treasury benches ? He would tell
them that the people of England would reject such a
course of proceeding, as the most factious that had ever

| force than the last,

| he

chacterized the conduct of that house ; and if he turned |

from their conduct there, to declarations made elsewhere
—it was not in conformity with the rules of the house to
state where—he found an illustrious duke declaring that
the condition of the labouring classes was enviable as com-
pared with the population of other countries ; and when

| polists, and guing three-fourths of the way, Iif
P gulng ¥s

that illustrious dnke stated that every labouring man, who |

was industrious and sober, could obtain a competence, he
would ask what must be the feeling and opinicn of the
country upon such a declaration ? Honourable ge: t'e-
men who echoed the sentiments of the illustricus duke
might remember that, ten years ago, the same illustri-
ous individual said that the old boronghmongering Parlia-
ment was the periection of human wisdvm [loud cries of
hear, hear]. He should not be suprised if the declaration
of yesterday turned out the precursor, as the former was,
of a far greater change than that proposed by the present
government [hear, hear, hear]. RBefore he sat down he
wished to say word to the right honourable gentleman the
member for Tamworth, Allusions had been made to the
opinions of Mr, Huskisson; and the right honourable
baronet was fond of shrouding his opinions under the
sanction of that distingnished statesmen. He was most

anxious that the right honourable baronet should not fall |

into the error of supposing that he was arrpyed in the
mantle of Mr. Huskisson, when, in point of fact, he had
only his cast off garments, The will of Mr. Huskisson
was often referred to, but he would introduce his last
codicil. Mr. Huskisson’s opinions in 1828 were often
referred to, but he would refer to his last speech upon the
subject of the corn-laws.
upon Mr. Poulett Thomson’s motion upon the sulject of
taxation, Mr, Huskisson said, *“ It is my unalterable con-
viction that you cannot maintain the present corn-laws,
and preserve public permanent prosperity and private con-
tentment, and that those laws may be repealed without
doing injustice to the landed interest is my firm belief
[cheers].” This was the last codicil to the will and testa-
ment of that illustrious though in many respects failing
man, and he trusted that after this, the opinions of Mr.
Huskisson would nexer be misrepresented in that house,
He begged to remind the 1ight honounrable baronet, the
member for Tamworth, that when Mr. Huskisson spoke
in 1830, the country was suffering from a state of collapse
not o severe or lasting as at the present. If Mr. Hus-
kisson then spoke in desponding terms; what would he
have paid in 1841, if he had witnessed the accumulation

On the 25th. of March, 1830, | )
o= * | no fault of mine at all at all.

England holding ten or twelve millions of morey upon
which three per cent, was with difficulty obtains d, it had
only about half that amount, and money was to be had
in the market at five per cent.? What then would have
been Lis opinion on the eubject of the corn laws ? He
w shed to give his most earnest opinion npon this sabject,
and he wished particalarly to address himself to the right
honourable baronet the member for Tamworth, beeause
he had the greatest means of gerving the country. He
asked him carefully to consider the prospects of the conn-
try. He asked him to go back to 1830, and inquire

that then took place, and he would find that it was not a
natural trade that had sprung up. From 1831 to 1836,
our exports, as compared with onr imports, had increas-
ed by £120,000,000, These exports went to Ameia,
and were locked up there. . They were neither sold nor
consumed ; they merely went out to purchase bank stock,
rﬂilﬂ'ii}‘ and canal ghares, and such like articles. Besides,
from that period, there had been an extension of our
baukiog aystem, by which number of our banks was in-
creased nearly one Lundred, while the capital was in-
creased £60,000,000, The expansion of the currency
gave a factitious exercise to trade, and this, with other
circumstances of unprecedented good fortune, raised np
a factitious prosperity, which enabled the new ministry
tc pass an act reforming the poor-laws, as well as other
acts. But this was not real prosperity [hear, hear]. Was
the right honotrahle baronet prepared with any plant by
which he could now rise nup England to real prosperity ?
for he could tell him that any plan that created only a
factitions prosperity would recoil with infinitely greater
He was Jglad that the ministers of
the Crown did require money [a langh]. He was glad
of it, because they could only get that money through the
prosperity of the trading and manufacturing interests.
The landlords spent their money at Paris or at Naples,
but they did not find the revenues of the state, Their
revenues were most flourishing when the farmer was dis-
tressed, aud the trading community was prospercus, Bnd
in proportion as the land-owner feels prosperous on ac-
count of the starvation of the millions, in the same propor-
tion the revenue of the state fell off. With these few
remarks [a laugh from the opposition, and loud cheers
from the ministerial bencbes,] He could assure the house
that the declarations he had made were not made with
a party spirit,. He did not call himself Whig or Tory,
he was a [ree trader, and opposed to monopoly wherever
found it : and this he would conscientionsly say,
that although he was proud to acknowledge the virtues of
the Whigs in stepping out from the ranks of the mono-
the Iigh:
hon, baronet and his supporters would come a step
forward, he would be the first to shake hands with him
if he would allow him, and give him a cordial suf
[loud cheers,]
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VARIETIES.

CourTING ScCENE.—* Jonathan, did you
read that ere story about the man as was
hugged to death by the bear?” ‘ Guess I did,
Sewke, and it did make me feel so bad.” ““ Why,
how did you feel, Jonathan ?” * Kind'er
sort’er as if I'd like to hug you eenamost to
death tew, you tarnel, nice, plump, elegant
little critter you, Sewke.” «O,la! Goaway,
you—Jonathan.”—American paper.

Tue following announcement appears in a country
paper :—* The order to discontinue the Cheltenham
Salts advertisement did not reach our office until the
first page was worked off."”

On a cold frosty morning, an unfortunate
spalpeen was late in his attendance at school,
when he was severely reprimanded by his
master. ‘¢ Faith, Sir,” said young Pat, *it was
The road was so
slippery, that every step I took forward was
two backward.” ‘“Oh you big blackguard,
how can that be 2 If you walked in that fashion,
you never could be here by any means.” * No
more I could, Sir, and so I played the road a
trick: I turned my back on the school, and

| made it believe I was going home again.”

Too Srow.—A Yankee gentleman railing it
to Birmingham, inquired what was the speed,
and on being answered forty miles an hour,
replied that if they did’nt put on more steam
he'd go a-head and walk .
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS.

We particularly desire to make this Jour~AL the
Recister of the PrRocEEDINGS of the WorkiNG-MEN
throughout the Empire, on the question of FReE-TRADE
and the AsoLiTioN or MoxoroLy, and we earnestly
request the various Working-men's Associations and
others interested in the cause immediately to open a
CorrEsroNDENCE with us, as we shall be at all times
anxious to insert Reports of the Working Men’s Meet-
ings, &c., Direct to the Editor, care of James Morris,
47, Richmond-street, Portland street, Manchester.

TO THE PUBLIC.

The Manchester Council of the National Anti-Bread
Tax Association, beg to inform their Friends in the
Country,that they are willing to send out their Lecturer
and indefatigable Agent, Mr, John Finigan, to lecture
wherever a room can be procured, and the necessary
expenses guaranteed, on due application being made
to Mr. James Morris, their Secretary,

THE ANTI-MONOPOLIST.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1841.

Since we last addressed through the columns
of our little periodical, the working classes—
the bread taxed suffering, working classes—
many things have occurred to throw greater
licht upon the workings of moncpoly, and to
embolden us in the belief that relief is at hand.
The conference of ministers of the Gospel has
been of incalculable benefit to the cause of the
people and the unheard-of fact, that nearly 700
preachers of the word—coming from all parts
of the country were assembled for four days
together—to give and receive information upon
the operations of the Corn Laws—and in the
name of their Divine Master to denounce as
unchristian those odious enactments has carried
alarm into the very citadel of injustice. Meet-
ings have been held in many parts of the country,
and a vast amount of new information has been
diffused throughout the land. In fine—the
cause has been rapidly progressing. Our asso-
ciation has nobly aided in the good work. We
had a tea party in the Corn Exchange, in honor
of the Conference, which was attended by 680
of our members, and at which one—not only of
nature’s nobles, but also of the nobles of the
land attended, and held out the right hand of as-
sistance to the working men engaged in the
attack upon monopoly. We had a large meet-
ing upon St. Peter’s Ilield, on the anniversar
of the tragedy of the 16th. of August, 1819, at
which strong resolutions were passed. We have
had several lectures in Manchester, Salford,
and other places, and have co-operated with
other associations in many works of agitation.

Now—what we want is, a Universal Asso-
ciation of the Working Men. We want our
thousands making into tens of thousands, and
tens of thousands increasing into hundreds of
thousands. We want all to assist—since all
suffer. By a perfect organization and union of
the vast mass who, from suffering from mono-
poly, are friends to its abrogation, we should
forge a weapon by which injustice would be
speedily destroyed. This good work has been
nobly begun. The operatives of Manchester
have done wonders, and are ready, again and
again, to attack the citadel—to fight the bat-
tle—until a full and complete victory shall re-

| ward their efforts, We most earnestly urge
upon the working classes not to hesitate a mo-
ment in joining the Operative Associations—
and if there be no association in their neigh-
bourhood, immediately to form one, and to com-
municate their progress and proceedings to us,
in order that we may give and receive advice
and encouragement.

Arn want to see the labouring classes as

Now they are miserable and degraded by po-
verty and want. On the progression of the
great masses the onward march of the human
race in a great measure hinges. As they wish to
be comfortable and happy themselves, and to
see the smile of gladness and of joy, light up

——
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the faces of those around them whose counten-
ances are darkened and disfigured by the fur-
rows which the hand of sorrow draws in deep
lines even upon the youthful visage—as they
wish the higher faculties with which man is
endowed to be fully developed—to the benefit
of the human race and the glory of the great
Creator of all good—as they wish knowledge
to be diffused amidst all classes, and not as
it now 1is, almost entirely penned up within a
narrow circle from which poverty excludes mil-
lions upon millions of our species--in fine--if our
working brethren all over the empire desire to
see carried out the great and beneficent designs
of the Creator—the adoption of measures in
accordance with which will permanently
secure the happiness and well being of society
—we call upon them to put their energies in
motion, not in the cause of faction, or of party
—not to serve the interests of one class at the
expense of those of all the rest—but in their
own especial cause, and to serve themselves by
the unshackling of their industry.

 JUSTICE—versus—TAXES.

The taxation of the country is about fifty
millions per annum. Nearly half of this sum goes
to pay the interest of the * National debt,” as it is
called—a debt contracted by the landowners, to
defend their acres from a foreign foe. The rest
goes in maintaining forces to keep down the people
—for what other end can there be in keeping up
a standing army in time of peace >—and, in other,
perhaps as necessary, expenses. ‘L'his taxation
comes entirely out of the wealth produced by
labour, and decreases the amount left to be en-
Joyed by those that produce it.

Monopoly, saps the vitals of labour, and prevents
the industrious millions from earning the means
of paying the taxes levied upon them. They are
prevented BY LAW from keeping themselves; they
cannot, in too many cases, get bread,—is it just,
so long as this state of things continues, that the
people should be forced to pay taxes, which, by
law, they are denied the power of raising? It is
evidently unjust. We are glad to know that some
amongst the middle classes think so much as we
do, that they are going to do what has been done
before, to refuse any longer to pay the demands
of the tax gatherer. Perhaps some of these men
may have their goods and chattles sold by virtue of
distraint for taxes. People! BE T00 VIRTUOUS
TO BUY THEM.

RICHARD COBDEN, ESQ., M.P.,

“The Man of the People,” is a title to which Aris-
tocratic hypocrites have impudently aspired, and
which has been prostituted by hypocrisy and de-
ceit, to suit the basest ends, and to destroy the
very people for whom the traitors have professed
to be labouring.

“Judge the tree by its fruits,” says the bible,
and we echo the remark. We hope Mr. Cobden
will be judged by his deeds. His professions are
known, and his deeds more than equal them. He

and a friend to the

comfortable and happy as they are industrious.:f. (
noble declaration, the working men of Stockport,

has been, through evil report, and through good
report,—in all situations,—and before al )arties,
the firm and consistent advocate of the rights of
the people. When the people of Stockport, or
rather the electors of Stockport, rejected his ;m‘-
vices—thanks to a venial and ignorant few, he
told them that before long they would be {’:um-
pelled, by a regard for their own interests, since
other motives were powerless, to do Justice to the
people, by returning an opponent of monopoly,
poor, to parliament. For his

to the number of 800 subsecribed 1d. each, and pre-
sented him with a piece of plate, as a kind of re-
tainer to him to act as counsel in their behalf at
the bar of the House of Commons, whenever he
could be returned to parliament. By a triumphant
majority he has been placed where he ought to
be,—and his first act has been to denounce the in-
justice of the aristocracy, to the lﬂbﬂuring millions.
We hail him as THE man of the people !

YOUNG MEN'S ANTI-MONOPOLY ASSO-
CIATION TEA PARTY.

The Manchester Young Men’s Anti-Mono oly
Association, desirous to do honour to the ministe-
rial conference now being held in this town, re-
solved to hold a social tea party, and invite thereto
a number of the distinguished ministers. Accord-
ingly, the tea party was held on Thursday, August
19th in the Corn Exchange,Hanging Diteh, which
was decorated for the occasion with festoons of
drapery, and with a very great variety of anti-corn-
law flags, banners, &c, Amongst the new ones,
we observed a large fringe-bordered flag of white
silk, inscribed “We will destroy monopoly, or
monopoly must destroy us,”

The president’s table was raised on a dass, and
ten long tables extended from it down the room.
There were upwards of seven hundred and etghty
ladies and gentlemen present ; and the ap carance
of this large party was most animating, (p)ver the
chairman was the word ¢ Justice” in gas lights.
Mr. E_dward Herford, president of the association,
occupied the chair.

We had prepared a report of the speeches, &e.,
but are compelled by want of room briefly to state
that the proceedings were of the most interestine
character—and at the conclusion, every one seemed
highly gratified with the % Feast of reason, and
flow of soul,” of which they had so abundantly
partaken,

Younxag MEN's ANTI-MoNoPOLY ASSOCIA-
TION.— A numerous meeting of the members of
the Stockport Young Men’s Anti-munnpn]y
Association was held in their room, Millgate
Hall, on Moncay evening, for the purpose of
taking into consideration the rules, with a
view to their immediate adoption. H. Coppock,
Esq. president of the Association, occupied the
chair. Suitable rules were agreed upon, and
ordered to be printed forthwith. Itis intended
to have a lecture delivered, or a discussion
introduced, each alternate Monday evening ;
and the association room will be open every
Friday and alternate Monday evening for the
diffusion of information respecting monopolies.
All young men who wish to see the destruction
of monopolies, which are so prejudicial to the
welfare of the community, cannot do better
than become members of the association. The
Rev. J. Waddington delivered a lecture to the
members on Monday evening, the 13th inst.

CORRESPONDENCE.

YOUNG MEN'S ANTI-MONOPOLY ASSOCIATION,

—y

On Wednesday Evening the 19th. August, Mr. W, J.
Birch delivered an address in the Mechanics’ Institu-
tion, Cooper-street, on the establishment of the above
society, and traced the effect of the Corn Laws on the




THE ANTI-MONOPOLIST.

several industrial classes of the community. He de-
claimed eloquently against the Monopolies of Trade,
and the restrictions in the mutual intercourse of nations.
Dr. Ritchie, who had been at the conference of Minis-
ters, succeeded Mr. Birch, and spoke generally on the
subject of the Corn Laws and Education. He appeared
to have mistaken the object of the meeting from the
circumstance of the place being a Mechanics” Institu-
tion, for his address containing only a partial reference
to the topic under consideration. Mr. Acland, an offi-
cial lecturer of the Anti-Corn Law League, concluded

!

the evening's discourse, by a clear and succint exposi- |
' has a mouth ought to be a corn law repealer.” A

tion of the Corn Laws. Ile possesses a slow and confi-
dent delivery and a pleasantry in illustrating his points,
which have a powerful influence on the audience. Mr.
J. P. Holland, who acted as chairman, noticed that
these meetings would be continued, but as discussions
rather than lectures, and the committee would endeav-
our to bring their opponents into the arena. There
were not so many present at the meetings, which we
attribute to the limited announcement that was made
of ite

In my crisis of the public weal, when the people are
suffering from the wants of the common necessaries of
life, there are always some speculative theorists arise
and advance their nostrums of relief. It was this state
which originated Chartism, and the enthusiasm of its
leaders to support their credit with the people, led the
body of the Chartists to violence, which has damaged
the cause against thoce who yet follow the leaders in
that precipitate movement,
been made in the Chartists, and those who maintain the

Accordingly a division has

principles of the charter in the abstract, and hope for
the realization of the five points, by the force of moral
means, are distinguished from the followers of O'Connor
and Stephens. At present, in consequence of their
breach of the law, their progress is hindered, and they

have to retrieve their character by a good course of
conduct, if they mean to continue their existence in the

public field of political advocates. Another class, offer-
ing itself in the same van, is the Socialists, whose pros-
pects of their elysiums, the new moral world, are
more distant than the hopes of the Chartists, as one
holds to the present organized system of society, and
would reform the evils in it, which encourages a chance
of their practicability, whilst the other have no Sym-
pathy in the community at all, holding it to be founded
in error, and would start again under a system of co-
operation, and undergo the suffering in the interme-
diate course of its establishment. The distance of time,
at which either of these classes can see their prineiples
in operation, has temporarily given them a futile cha-
racter, and the objects of a general and wholesome
agitation, in which all might have an interest by the
blighting influence of individuality and isolation, are

widened in the attainment of immediate possible mea- |

sures. A Chartist will not bhe a Socialist ; a Socialist
will not be a Chartist ; neither will a Corn-Law Repea-
ler unite with either. A point in the profession of one,
is irreconcilable with a point in the profession of the
other,—and in this manner the charm of dissension is
supported. A Chartist is sometimes so violent as to
obstruet the public hearing of the Whigs, because that
they are Whigs,—the prejudice sticking at the mere
name. Polities is a wide field for controversy, and is,
perhaps, as open for difference as any other science.
Cn this acconnt we can pardon a many denominative
characters, As political economy, however, assumes

the direction of the people, it is becoming that the go-
vernment should absorb all private class interests in the
general welfare, which should not be misrepresented
by the weaknesses of the people themselves, The divi-
sion of the working population, in a national question,
1S an instance of their own suicidal practices, and the
dominant interest take the advantage of it, to refer the
claim for their continued ascendancy. There is an
opening to connect these discordant elements, and give
them mutually an effect equal to their importance, in
the question of the Corn Laws ; for, as Dr. Ritchie re-

marked, at the Mechanics’ Institution, ‘* everv one who

cheap loaf can offend no reasonable class of beings who |

depend on legislative enactments for their sustenance,—
and if the measure by which the boon is gained, does
not reach the climax of every parties’ creed ; yet, it is
a high step towards it, for the Corn Law is the Ossa of
all monopolies. We write these remarks, to induce
the Chartist, the Socialist, and every society of indns-
try, to unite in one common bond for a measure which
would elevate every class., Their distinct exertions
will be ineffectual for their own cause,—while if the
Anti-Corn Law Question is gained, each grade of so-
ciety will be approximated more closely. It will raise
eminent degree, We then recommend the closest
union of our working brethren,—
* Our plains with plenty shall be erown'd ;
The sword shall till the fruitful ground ;
The spear shall prune our trees around,—

And joy shall ev'ry where abound,
To bless a nation’s union,'*

Meanchester, August 21, 1841,

M.

T'o the Editor of the Anti-M onopolist.

SIR,—The members of the Huddersfield Opera-
tive Anti-Corn-Law Association held their half-
yearly meetin
Guild Hall, which was numerously attended, Mr.
Baker, president, in the chair.

Mr. Swann moved the adoption of the report in
an able and energetic speech, which was briefly
seconded by Mr. Abraham Dawson. ;

Also, the following resolution was moved by Mr.
Wright, Mellor, in a good speech, L

“That this meeting pledges
stitutional means
the unjust, oppressive, and destructive corn laws.”

Other resolutions were moved and seconded by
Mr. Batho, Mr. John Wild, Mr. T. S. Capstack,
and Mr. Hanson, which merely related to the busi.
ness of the association.

Your’s respectfully,
WILLIAM CAWTHRA, SECRETARY.

FIRST HALF-YEARLY REPORT OF THE
HUDDERSFIELD OPERATIVE ANTI-
CORN-LAW ASSOCIATION.
FELLOW-WORKMEN,—Your committee being

deeply convinced of the injurious and op ressive

nature of the corn and provision laws, ﬁ;u]i them-
selves ])ustiﬁed in calling you together

to lay before you the first report of your association,

and to take council together how this mighty

monster—oppression—can be exterminated from
our land.

The bread of the people is taxed, and this tax

itself to use every con-

at this time,

uts the working classes on s rance : . aye s oo
P o s on short allowance ; and | as the farmers say that eight shillings is not sufficient

if the people caunot get sufficient food, how can
they purchase articles of clothing ? and if clothing
cannot be obtained, trade becomes stagnated. em-
ployment gets scarce, wages are reduced. And
what is all this for?  For no other purpose than
that a few thousands of rich landed proprietors may
live in luxury and extravagance. How then can
this evil !JL* removed ? Why it is sufficient that the
people will it, and monopoly will speedily be scat-

g on Thursday the 19th inst., in the |

to obtain a speedy and total repeal of |
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tered to the four winds of heaven. The people
must be united and proclaim that its existence
shall be no longer., To this end and for this pur-
pose your assoeciation has been formed.

For a considerable time previous to the formation
of your association, another Anti-Corn.-Law Asso-
ciation had been in existence: but owing to the
unreasonable, unman]}', and unprinr:lru'.u l Fjiji'_]r_}!';i-r
tion it met with, it was not able to make much
progress in the cause it was established to promote ;
but no sooner had your assoclation come into full
operation, than the joint energies of both associa-
tions were able to overcome all the opposition which
could be brought against them, and much good has
has been done,

The first means which your committee adopted
for spreading information amongst the people, was
the employment of Mr, Finnigan, to deliver a
course of lectures in the town and villages in its
neighbourhood. Two lectures were delivered in
the Philosophical Hall ; one at Hanley, one at
Netherton, one at Deighton, one at Berry Brow,
one at Lirdley, and at Brighouse, one at Kirk-
heaton, and one at Longwood, all of which were
well attended. At some of the places, a trifling
opposition was manifested by the chartists, but
which only tended to draw out the Lecturer. En-
couraged by the success which attended these lec-
tures, your committee, in conjunction with the
committee of the other association, got up a tea
demonstration. Great numbers attended, and more
would have been present, if the room had been

y

: : | large enough.
the middle class higher, and exalt the poor class in an | 1 %

This was one of the most interesting meetings
was ever held in Huddersfield, and far exceeded
the most sanguine expectations of its promoters.
The consequence was, that a great acquisition was
made to our numbers ; and by the circulation of
tracts, and other means which have been employed,
your committee has been enabled to establish six
branch associations, viz. : at Deighton, Berry Brow,
Meltham, Marsden, Honley, and at Linthwaite,

It would be tedious to lay before a meeting of
this description, all the operations and movements
of your committee since the commencement of this
association, suffice it to say that your committee
believe the association to be ina most healthy and
prosperous condition,

The enemies of our cause have vainly supposed
that the results of the late elections has settled the
question against us ; but we see no reason to de-
spair; our cause is a righteous cause and must
succeed. The Queen and the people are on our
side. The God of heaven has declared that he that
withholdeth eorn from the poor the people shall
curse him. Arise, then, fellow-workmen, exert
yourselves, and the victory is yours,

The members of the Huddersfield Operative

l;hlli—('urn-T.uW Association, with its branches,

number nearly one thousand.

TO THE WORKING CLASSES.

You have been often told what would be the
effects of a change in the corn laws; some saying
that “cheap corn means low wages;” others “that
the manufacturers would be the only parties who
would be benefited ;" some say “that the land ought
to be protected, because the land pays all the taxes.”
My object will be to show you that the corn laws
entall a tax upon you, to show you the amount of
that tax, and to prove that the land does not pay
its due share of taxation. After having done this,
I shall leave the subject to your own good sense, as
to the benefits to be derived from excessive taxation.
The amount of the taxes on food have been esti-
mated at various sums ;—my plan will beto estimate
it under the proposed duty of eight shillings per
quarter. The tax at present must be much greater,

rotection, If the farmers have a protective duty
of eight shillings, then, if we add the carriage,
which will be on an average d4s. 9d. per quarter
more, this law will have the effect of raising the
price of corn in this country about 12s. 9d. per
quarter over what it is in the cheapest exporting
corn countries. Eut as oats and barley pay a less
duty, I will assume that the effect of the proposed
change in the food laws will be to raise the price of
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all sorts of grain in this country five shillings per | perty ought in fairness to pay duty? Horses em- |

quarter, which will be a great deal below the truth.
The consumption of all sorts of grain in this country
was calculated, a few years ago, to amount to about
52 millions of quarters. If we multiply 52 millions
by 5s. we shall have the amount of the tax upon
grain which will be £13,000,000 of money. If
wheat were admitted into this country at a fixed
duty of 8s. per quarter, the price could never rise
to more than 53s.; for the average price on the
continent is 40s. 6d. ; add to this 8s. duty, and the
4s. 9d. freight will make 53s. 3d. The average
pricc of wheat, during 1840, in this country,
was Gds.

Well, having seen the amount of protection upon
arain, I will now turn to the other articles of Bri-
tish food. In our house, we use of wheat, meal,
and malt, about 8s. worth every week; and of
other British produce, namely, butter, eggs, milk,
cheese, potatoes, and beef, we use about 12s. worth.
This proportion will hold good in other families,
some using more and a many less, Then, accord-

ing to the rule, we pay for protection on these arti- |

cles, £13,000,000, and the half of it, £6,500,000,
beinz £19,500,000; if we add this sum to the

amount of the protection upon grain, we shall have |

the enormous sum of £32,000,000 being £3,046,000
more than the interest of the national debt.

I should be justified in taking the tax as being
much higher on the following articles, because

they are entirely prohibited by the 8rd and 4th |

William 4th. c. 62

Beef, fresh or corned, or slightly salted,

Cattle, great.

Lamb.

Mutton.

Pork, fresh or corned, or slightly salted,

Sheep.

Swine.

Fish, of foreign taking or curing, or foreign
vessels, that is, herrings, &ec. except, (and, bless
the mark ! do mind the exceptions) TURBOTS, LOB-
STERS, stock fish, live eels, anchovies, sturgeon,
botargo, and caviare.

Did any of you hear the names of these fish
before ? I must confess that I never did until I read
them in the act of parliament. | The rulers of this
country have not followed the Divine example,
where 1t is said, * He hath filled the hungry with
good things; and the rich he hath sent empty
away.” They, on the contrary, have filled the rich
with good things; and send the poor empty away.
Those articles which form the food of the rich, are
allowed to pass without paying taxes, while those
which form the food of the poor are totally prohi-
bited. I shall leave this subject now, and allow
you to form your own conclusions as to whether
these laws be just or wise.

Let us now turn to the taxes. Freehold land

pays no probate duty; when an estate of this de- |

scription passes from father to son, it contributes
nothing to the state. When Lord Wilton dies,

his large estate will pass to his next heir without |

paying a farthing PROBATE duty: and he i1s even
exonerated from paying his just debts, if he think
proper. Now how is personal property treated?
I will give you a case. A man that I knew died,
and left about £600 for his wife and six children,
there has been paid £15 for protate duty; and
when the property comes to be divided amongst the
children, it will then have to pay legacy duty which
will be £6 more. Farming stock is exempt from
paying any duty upon insurances ; and the amount
of farming stock which was insured last year, and
which did not pay one farthing of duty, was
£51,977,751. A large farm is exempt from paying
surance duty, but a factory must pay duty.—
Farming stock is insured on an average of one shil-
ling and sixpence per cent. Cotton factories are
insured at about 14s. per cent., and they have
likewise the additional sum of 3s. per cent. to pay
‘for duty. Sothe amount for insurance of these two
descriptions of property will stand thus: Say they
are insured at £50,000. A farm insured for this
sum would pay £37 10s., while the factory would
have to pay £350, in consequence of the property
being of a ‘more hazardous kind, and the duty wil
be £75, making the total amount of insurance for
such a mill £425. Now which description of pro-
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' ployed in husbandry pay no duty; nor do farmers

| pay duty for a riding horse, if dm}r occupy a farm
of a less value than £500 a year. Market garden-
ers’ horses pay no duty. The horses belonging to
lords, and used by bailiffs, shepherds, or herdsmen,

| are exempt from duty. But the horses of manufac-

! turers, wllu-n used by their servants, pay duty.

. Dogs wholly kept and used in the care of sheep

or cattle are exempt from duty.

The Tamworth doctor a:-'.kv:{f who paid the high-
way rates ? ‘Whoever pays the rates, it is clear that
the farmers do not pay their share of toll, for all
kinds of manure are ul{uwml to pass through the
toll gates without paying toll. The r:mmfs and
railroads are cﬂmpur]

led by law to carry manure for
one-third less than other merchandise,

Bricks pay a duty of more than 6s, per 1000, for
building houses or factories, yet when the farmer
wants brick-tiles he pays neither duty nor toll.

Farm houses, belonging to farmers, under £200
a year, are exempt from window duty.

When a farmer sells the produce of his land, he
pays no auction duty; but if a manufacturer sells
his goods by auction, he must pay duty.

Lven the law of settlement, in the New Poor
Law, has been made to favour the owners of large
tracts of land. Look at the Earl of Wilton, he
owns nearly all the land in one township; and he
| has knocked down all the labourers’ houses that
were on his estate, when he came into possession,
The consequence is, that no one can, for the future,
| gain a settlement in his township ; because the law
of settlement principally depends upon where a
person is born and as there are no houses there
can be no births: as no poor person can obtain
| a settlement, so there are no poor rates of any im-
portance.

I remain
Your Obdt, Servant,

| JOHN HEYWOOD.
| PROSPECTS OF THE PEOPLE.

‘ FELLOW WORKMEN,—Although the aspect of
affairs may be said to be gloomy, still we see
enough in the dark horizon to convince us that
the seeds of as great and mighty a change as
ever took place, are not only sown but are throwing
out shoots—vigorous and healthy—the precursors
of a growth which will be so rapid as to speedily
overshadow the land with its protecting branches.
Yes, the consummatien * devoutly to be wished,” is
near at hand. The people are beginning, not only
to appreciate the advantages of unrestricted
commerce—for this they have long done—but,
also, firmly to resolve that monopoly SHALL
cease. Thesigns of the times are invigorating to
the labouring millions—fearful to the monopolists.
They are as

“ A star to US, a cometto THE FOE.”

We have read of eruptions taking place in coun-
tries where burning mountains exist. We have
found that where a free outlet is left for the escape
of the lava,—the scorching stream flows down the
mountain sides, without doing any great amount of
injury ; but that when every aperture is closed,
when the stubborn and flinty rock resists with
stern obduracy, the outpouring of the fluid con-
| tained within its bowels, the glowing mass is fora

moment checked and re-checked in its progress—

for a moment it remains within its vast caverns,

sullen and grumbling, and then, gathering fresh

strength from its forced confinement, it bursts

asunder with resistless violence—its then insuffi-
' cient—though mighty—restraint ; hurls high into

the air its red-hot stream, rushing, -with majestic
| force, down the mountain slopes—overturns, over-
| comes, and destroys every impediment to its
' onward movement, and leaves waste, scorched and
' barren, vast tracts, which would otherwise have
' retained their fertility and beauty. The aristocracy
| fattened, and enriched by a corn-law, and backed

by other monopolising interests on the one hand, |

and by a corrupt electing few on the other, have
| laid their ponderous weight ué)ﬂn the safety valve,
have for a moment succeeded in keeping in the

| boiling tide of a people’s love of justice. Thank

S

——

heaven, we say, that they have done so. Though
wishing to keep the feapfe as they are, they have,
by their own acts and deeds, sealed the fate of their
Hi,'stem. Most 'heartily we thank them, and to
show our gratitude, now tell them that, despile
themselves, they are going to become honest men !
Yes, fellow-workmen, a flﬁl deliverance is at hand!
The lava of public opinion is gatherin strength
though shut up still; a little longer, and its acoy-
mulated force shall break asunder every industrial
fetter- -overspread monopoly, with its scorching
weight, and never cease flowing until monopoly,
injustice, aud tyranny, are utterly and for ever
burnt up and destroyed.

Sir Robert Peel cannot, dare not, meddle with
the corn, or any other monopoly—his support, as
head of the government, is dependant upon his
retention of injustice, as it vs. 'We wish our readers
to bear this in mind, and we exhort them to gird
up their loins,” for a resistance of oppression, as
determined, as is the spirit tlis;_ﬂa.}*ed by the two
houses of incurables, in retaining “ injustice b
law.” * Total repeal of every monopoly.” * No
compromise of injustice.” ¢ Full justice to the
labouring millions,” shall be inscribed upon our
banners, which, floating on the breeze, shall col-
lect around them, the true hearted and devoted of
the land, whose united moral force shall overcome
every attempt to impede it, and shall place the
STANDARD of UNIVERSAL FREEDoM, high upon
the towers now Po]lutcd by the death’s head and
cross-bones, which landowning oppression has in
effect, taken for its motto.

“ Justice, full justice, and nothing less than full
justice to the wcrf']ldng classes” sHALL be done, and
that right speedily. The people demand it—a
bounteous providence frowns upon oppression, and
the people will have it.

Your Friend, the EpniTogR.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF THE LATE
H. HUNT, ESQ., M.P., FOR PRESTON.

To Edward Curran, Manchester.
[INEVER BEFORE FUBLISHED.]

You will have seen by the papers the fact of my
motion for the Repeal of the Corn Laws. Eight
for the motion, and 197 for the continuance of the
Starvation Laws. Recollect, 150 of these, at least,
are Reformers on Lord John Russell’s plan. Re-
collect this! You may easily conceive that I made
them not only look blue and black, but that I
made some of them tremble; when you see what
the newspaper fellows have selected out of my
speech on the occasion. I commanded the most

rofound silence and attention for abovye one hour.

went yesterday in order to do what I shall on
Monday give notice for a motion, the first open
day to move for leave to bring in a bill to admit
WHEAT and WHEAT FLOUR, to be imported free
of duty, &ec. &ec.

Mr. H. of all men moved the previous question,
as the tool of the Ministers, and with his Scotch
philosophy declared that it was ill timed, that the
people must ‘W:”Ll'l:ipazienn'y.—“ I replied” wait,
wait, and die starved /!

Ought you not immediately to call a meeting on
Peterloo, about this rejection of the Corn Ques-
tion? Consult Mr. Cox.

Pass strong resnlutians‘ and do what else you
like.

Have your meeting at once about the Corn Bill,
and speak out. Mr. E. Dixon, and I should think
Mr. Doherty will join you in this; remember me to
these gentlemen, I believe them sincere although
we may differ.

Your’s truly, H. HUNT.

Names of those who Voted with me on the Corn
Laws.

Mr. James, of Carlisle, seconded my Motion.
Mr. Gore Langton, County Somerset.

Sir Gerrard Noel, Rutlami.

Mr. Bulwer, Coventry.

Mr. Ellis, Leicester.

Mr. Hughes Hughes, Oxford.

Mr. Calvert, Southwark. .
H. Hunt, Preston,
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MY AUTOBIOGRAPHY,
BY AN ENEMY TO THE STARVATION OF THE PEOPLE

CHAPTER II.

My recollection of the sad event, slmkcnr
of in the preceding chapter, is as distinct as |
if it had only taken place yesterday, while of |
succeeding incidents, consequent upon 1it, |
my mind only retains a confused and gene- |
ral remembrance. My infant senses were
staggered by the overwhelming 1nissll}r--i
tune which deprived me of both parents, at |
a time when they were most needed. The |
minutest circumstances attending the sad tra-
cedy were, so 10 speak, burnt into my me-
mory, which, by the force and all-absorbing
nature of the impression, refused to register
succinetly, events following in its train. I
have, therefore, a gap in the history of my
life, as recorded in my remembrance, which
.an only be filled up in general terms. A
dream, like a series of shadowy scenes, occa-
sionally obtrude into this otherwise empty
space. ‘In the first, I see a number c}[t strange
faces, gazing with awe-stricken curiosity at
the mr\mse of a female—beside which sits a

little child apparently stupified with grief.
In the second, } see a parish funeral, attended
only by a single mourner, and that one the |
same little being who was so attentively and
sadly watching in the chamber of death. In
the third, the child appears sitting over
the newly-filled grave, in mute but tearful
agony, until a rude hand drags it reluct:mtl
and resisting away, where—to place it is |
hidden in mystery.

||

Following the course of my more vivid re-
collections, behold me the inmate of one of
those cold, comfortless, cruel, contrivances of
legal charity—a workhouse. I do not remem-
ber when, how, or by whom, I was placed |
there. I simply know the fact of my I}I_-ingi
there—and recall the sickening routine of my
life, while existing under the care and at the
cost of “ the parish.”

In the parish poor-house there were, at the |
time when my more early reminiscences com- |
mence, about 400 souls, about 80 of whom
were, like myself, the children of the parish. |
Some of them being like me, fatherless and
motherless, but the majority the children of
shame, the innocent victims of lewdness and
wickedness, or of ruined innocence, and
devilish arts. Palsied and helpless, old age,
diseased and premature imbecility, with idle
and vicious youthful vigour, madeup the com-
plement of inmates. Oh! what a hell was
this! What concentrated selfishness—what
blunted and withered feelings—what adesert
of all that was good or holy—what a rank
wilderness of incipient, or burnt-out erime ; |
a jungle of moral deformity in which un- |
trained, unpruned, unchecked, sprung up the |
most hideous weeds, and strengthening and
aiding one another’s growth, by their mutual
support, and destroying in the earliest stage
every tender plant of purer growth, which,
by chance, might erect its head for a brief
space, amid the general deformity—was here!
'T'he master, as we called him, of the place,
was a fit ruler for such a colony of degra-
dation. Low in his ideas, as the office he
held was disgusting, he appeared to regard
his charge, merely, as the means of procuring
the gratification of his beastly tastes. His
salary, and the dishonest perquisites of the
office procured for him a supply of those
things which the house did not furnish—
while the provisions and liquor provided for
the paupers, enabled him to gorge and in-
toxicate himself to satiety. As he lived in a

| many pains and cares.
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detached portion of the building, which went
by the name of the governor's house, he ge-
nerally selected from amongst the inmates,
two or three persons at a time, as his especial
attendants, for whom he found accommo-
dations in the holes and corners of his own
den. The honour of being his personal at-
tendant usually fell upon one of the prettiest
amongst the frail ones, whose weaknesses
had brought them to the parish, and upon
the smartest and most active boy and girl in
the children’s ward.

One of the first of my workhouse recollec-
tions, is my instalment into the office of
lacquey to the great man. I was atthis time
about eight years old,—my fellow servants
were a pretty little foundling, named Mary

brunette, whose passion for the sterner sex
was matter of course, jest with her late co-
partners in suffering & vice. Peradventure this
failing—together with her undeniable good
looks, had caused governor Witcham to en-
throne her in the high oftice of servant of all
work to the parish officers—i. e. to the gover-
nor himself—to the beadle—the clerk—all
of whom occasionally messed with us, and
considered the occupation of the house, when
they chose, as one of their vested rights.
Under the guidance of master Witcham,
and of his “ parish wife,” as the paupers
called her, Mary and I worked from morning
to-night without ceasing, living upon the

| Till thundering shouts shall h il fair Free

leavings of our master and mistress ; buffeted |
and cursed when their low passions raged |

against any body or any thing—unsolaced by
kindness—unencouraged by affection, save
that which grew up between us, and without
which, perhaps, we should have both become
as irretrievably lost and degraded, as the rest
of our co-inmates. When Mary, tired by
continued occupation, was willing and ready
to sink to the earth with fatigue, my assis-

tance was offered and accepted, and my |

cheering words and childish encourage-
ments, caused a ray of hope and happiness
to shine into her innocent little heart ; which,

in grate 5 "L e sincerest | -
grateful return, poured forth the sincerest | YOUNG MEN'S ANTL-MONOPOLY ASSOCIATION.

and kindest expressions of sympathy for my
Yes—centle, or un-

|

gentle reader, the recollection of the infantile |

caresses of this little girl even at this period
of my life—a period, when all the romance
of youth has been scared away, and forced by
the winter of old age to fly for refuge to more
sunny climes, causes my heart to heave with
delightful emotions and tears of joy to flow
unbidden from my aged and bedimmed eyes.
My lot was dark, the black clouds which had
gathered around me, made blacker still by
the total setting of the sun of parental affec-

tion—had no palliative, when the love of this |

little sylph, stretched like a beauteous rain- |

| bow, ov ) se, heichtenino ' e :
ow, over the dark expanse, heightening the | Has also been invited, and is expected to attend.

blackness of the cloud, but being rendered

itself more sweetly luminous by the contrast !
¢ To be continued. )

UNITED ORDER OF ANTI-MONOPOLISTS.
It has been suggested by a few zealous friends
of the “T'otal Repeal of the Food Taxes” that

an Order of Brotherhood, similar to the Odd-Fel- |

lows, Rechabites, &c., under the above title, would
greatly promote the object we have in view, viz :—
the Total Abolition of all M nnﬂpm’f{‘ﬁ

Many friends are of opinion that it would bea
powerful means of uniting the Working Classes,
and their Employers in one common boxd « f union
and good-will. Those of our readers, who may
approve of the suggestion, will be kind enough to
send their names and addresses to our Publisher ;
and we will hand them over to the parties. A Meet-
ing can then be called, and the necessary arrange-
ments made for carrying the plan into operation.

Y | Yet,
Williams, and a tall, dark-eyed, stout built |

o OSEYTER

—

v

RHYMES FOR CORN-T AW TIMES.
¢ From “The United States,"” a Phitadelphia Paper
| ¢ aper, )

The toiling sons of Fngland s
From tyrant hands they wri
The massive keys
That lock our seas,
~ Lest friendly barque should bring
The Meuit of smiling fields that gladden Europe’ pring
The famish'd sons of England!
I hear their piereing ery,
Like raven's brood,
Whose God-gent food
Illrr.--.-_ vulture’s maw supply :

hile Y p d Lux IFy '8 8¢

Lhe hauglity sons of England !
Lhey rise with sullen frown :
hey little heed
Yhe people's
But L a.nil--' T
afreeman’s

ns look on with tearless o

ru_a-.ll
e freemen o .
; n down -

ah|

curse would shame earth’s brightest erow
Ye noble sons of Englandi
Who dare to stem thi tids
And ealmly brave
The adverse waye
Of selfishness and ]'lj'.'-'frl !
Your hallow'd b irque o'er allshall still tr1 imphoant rid
Then up—{free sons of England
Your banner high displ i
1 }1-L:|.. 5 -in:“ W 1i|.
Despots grow pale -
We'll drive them all away -

:-.-m'.' briehts
TIME.

Time epeeds away—away—away -
Another hour—another day—
Another month—another vi Ar—

Drop from us like the leaflets sear -
Drop like the life-blood from our hearts
'J_!-.r' roge-bloom from the check -‘,--1'_-:1;: i,
The tresses from the te mples fall

The l T

e prows dim, and strange to all.
Time speeds away—away—away;

Like torrent in a stormy day:

He undermines the stately tower,
Uproots the tree, and snaps the flower
And sweeps from our distracted breast

The friends that loved, the friends that blest
And leaves us weeping on the shore,

1'o which they can return no more,

wWer *

Time speeds away —away—away:
No eagle through the skies of day,
No wind tlong the hills can flee,

50 -‘-'l'JI-'Jj.. ooth as he

Like fiery steed—{rom stage to staze
He bears us on—from youth to age,
Then plunges in the fearful sea

OA fathomless Eternity.

Or 80

ADVERTISEMENT.

SALFORD DISTRICT.

A PUBLIC TEA PARTY of the members and
friends of this association, resident in the above
distriet, will be held in the Town Hall, Salford. on
Monday Evening, September 20th, 1841,

EDWARD HERFORD, Ezq.

PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION, IN THE CHAIE.

The objects of the society will be stated by the
Council of the District, who have the pleasure to
announce that the Rev. J. W. MassiE and Coun-

| sellor MooRE, B.A., have kindly consented to

address the meeting on the injurious effects of re-
strictions and monaopolies.
J.. CURTIS, Esaq.

OF OHIO,

T'ea on the Table at Seven o'clock.

Tickets, one shilling each, may be obtained at
Mr. Wood’s, Mr. Dracup’s, and Mr. Duxbury’s
Chapel-street, Salford, and from the Stewards cf
the Association.

HorNE TooxkEAND WiLkEs.—Horne Tooke
having challenged Wilkes, who was then
sheriff of London and Middlesex, received the
following laconic reply :—*¢ Sir, I do not think
it my business to cut the throat of every dec-
perado that may be tried for hislife; but as I am
at present high sheriff of the city of London, it
may happen that I shall shortly have an oppor-
tunity of attending you in my official capacity,
in which case I will answer for it that you skall
have no ground to complain of my endeayvours
to serye you."”
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ADDRESSES TO CONFERENCE.

(F'rom 615 Workmen in the employ of Messrs.
Sharp, Roberts, & Co.)
TO THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS
cOF RELIGION, ASSEMBLED TO DISCUSS THE
TAXES ON FOOD.

We, the undersigned workmen, in the em-
1;10}' of Messrs. Shnrp, Roberts, and Co. en-
oineers and machine makers, are desirous of
‘rt:s]‘reclfully expressing to the Conference our
full concurrence in those views of the injustice
of all laws which restrict the supply of food,
and which have led to their meeting ; and our
admiration of the courage and devotion to sound
principles which have brought so many hun-
dreds of ministers from their usual retirement
to meet in conference upon this vitally im-
portant and all-interesting subject. We have
long been deeply convinced, that the food mo-
nopoly is unjust, unchristian, and oppressive.
Qur situation, as workmen in a very large
manufacturing establishment, has given us many
opportunities of witnessing its destructive in-
fluence on trade; although, owing to the pecu-
liar position and extensive connection of our
respected employers, we have not hitherto
(comparatively) suffered from its direful effects
to the extent that others have, yet our fami-
liarity with the homes and circumstances of the
working population in this town, enable us to
affirm, that the amount of misery and want which
the corn laws have produced among us, is
heart-rending and appalling. We rejoice in
all efforts to put an end to a systema which
we hold to be so wicked and demoralizing, and
hail, with peculiar satisfaction, the present
combined exertions of men, whose frequent
intercourse with the poor leads them to feel for
their distress, and whose just influence in
gociety adds weight to their sentiments. We
believe that ministers of religion cannot devote
their talents and valuable time to more blessed
or more important objects, than in advocating
the rights, and exposing the wrongs, of their
suffering fellow-men. We welcome your assem-
bly with heartfelt pleasure ; we sympathize with
yvou in feeling; and we trust that your efforts
will be sustained in hopeful perseverance ; that
more and more of your profession will soon feel
constrained to join with you ; and that a glori-
ous success will, ere long, be your gratifying
reward, The prayers of many who are ready
to perish are with you, and their blessings are
upon yeur endeavours to aid in procuring for
them that share of the means of subsistence,
which was designed and is provided for all by
the Creator of all things.—We are, with sin-
cere respect, &c, &c.

(Signed) BENJAMIN FOTHERGILL,

CHAIRMAN,
On behalf of 615 workmen,

( From the Operative Anti-corn Law Association. )

T0 THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE
CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF THE GOS-
FEL ON THE COERN AND PROVISION LAWS,

REVEREND Sirs,—We cannot allow the
present opportunity to pass, without publicly
thanking you for your patriotic and Christian
efforts on behalf of the interests of the country
generally, and more especially of the numerous
important, and useful, but unfortunately suffer-
ing class, of which our association is almost
entirely composed. 'We thank you on behalf

of the working men of England, Ireland, Scot-
land and Wales,

l

We need not enlarge upon the sufferings
which, for a long period, it has been our lot
to experience amongst ourselves, and to see
amongst different portions of our working bre-
thren. These sufferings have been steadily
increasing. 'The details of privation and misery
which have been laid before the conference by
rev. gentlemen, of all sects of Christians, mi-
nistering in almost every part of the empire, are
unparalleled in a civilized and enlightened com-
munity ; and they sufficiently demonstrate, not
only that you are well aware of the miserable
condition of the poorer classes, and of the main
cause of their distress ; but also that you have
well and faithfully fulfilled one of the most im-
portant duties of the sacred trust delegated to
you,—that of searching out the sorrowing beings
who are crushed to the earth by poverty and
want, and of carrying the hopes and consola-
tions of religion to relieve and sustain those who,
without them, would fall victims to the black-
est despair. 'We have, therefore, no occasion
to prove to you, that the unrighteous corn and
provision laws produce an incalculable amount
of distress amongst the working classes, and
that at present the baneful influence of those
laws is acutely felt throughout the whole country.
Suffice it to assure you, that the working classes
know full well from what source their sufferings
proceed, and are resolutely determined to do
all in their power, by moral and peaceful means,
to produce a radical change in the present
wicked and cruel system. Such a change can-
not, in their opinion, be effected, without a
total and immediate annihilation of the mono-
poly in food.

By your timely assistance, you have inyi-
gorated our hopes of a speedy improvement in
the state of our affairs; you have shown, that
you hold in just contempt the sneers and oppo-
sition of those who appear to rest satisfied with
promulgating the ‘precepts, without enforcing
obedience to, or demouncing the violation of,
that Christian charity which forms the practice
of the real disciple of Jesus. You have caused
thousands who could only see a reinstatement
of their prosperity through the bloody vista of
revolution, to say their unhallowed thoughts,
and to withhold their hands from violence.
Your reward hereafter will be great. Here
ycu will receive, at least, all that the people
have to offer,—the heartfelt thanks and sincere
prayers of millions who rejoice in your aid,
amongst whom the members of the Manchester
Operative Association desire to be considered
not the least sincere,

(On behalf of the Association),

JAMES MORRIS, Secretary.

Passed at 2 meeling of members, Aug. 19, 1841,

Lorp MELBoURNE.—The exhibition of the
late jaunty premier at the close of his five years
mzy be likened to that of a play-actor at the
fall of the curtain, with this difference, however,
that his lordship appeared quite indifferent whe-
ther his performances met with the applause or
hisses of the spectators. Amongst other vaga-
ries, the rollicking lord turned casuist, and in
a serio.comic tone declared that tke corn laws
were neither immoral nor irreligious. Six hun-
dred and fifty ministers of the gospel have pro-
nounced the starvation laws to be a violation
of the law of God, and Lord Melbourne vouches
for the morality and religion of the food mono-
poly! We ghall be curious to see the decision
of the bishops on this point ;—will they prefer
the Melbourne religion to that of the Bible,—
Anti-bread-tax Cireular,

Tue FARMER'S Frienp.—Peel is going to
play the game of “no surrender” with the
corn laws, cry some on seeing the Duke of
Buckingham’s name announced as a member of
the Cabinet. Sir Robert may be foolish enough
to act as they expect,—we shall soon see, — but
their premises are not suflicient to bear out their
conclusion, The Duke of Buckingham is a man
of one idea; he thinks only of his interest of
““ the most noble Richard Plantagenet, Duke of
Buckingham and Chandos.”’* His opposition to
corn-law abolition may be traced to the same
source with that of some other patriots, the fear
that it might derange the existing balance of
rentals and mortgages, But let no mortgagors,
therefore, count on the steady support of Richard
Plantagenet. Ifhe cansave himselfhe will make
no bones of throwing them overboard. Re-
member the game he played with the West
India Planters. It will never surprise us to hear
him preaching the doctrine that the corn laws
must be modified to admit of their being more
easily defended, although not a year ago he
was declaring, that to alter one word in them
was to hazard their total repeal. We shall
rather enjoy the astonishment of the farmers,
when their oracle begins to point out the double
meaning of his response.

Tae Irisamax’s HorsE.—Observing that one of the
horses was lame, we noticed this to their owner, as an
infringement of our contract. * Lame, your honour !"”
he replied; ““mo such thing—the boy”s quite perfect ;
only, you see, it's a way he has of resting one leg till
the other three are tired.”"—Bernard's Retrospections.

UxNECESSARY ArorLoGY.—A learned Irish judge,
among other peculiarities, has a habit of begging
pardon on every occasion. On his circuit, a short
time since, his favourite expression was employed in
rather a singular manner. At the close of the assize,
as he was about to leave the bench, the officer of the
court reminded him that he had not passed the sen-
tence of death on one of the criminals, as he had in-
tended. “ Dear me!” said his lordship, “ I really
beg his pardon—bring him in."”

Hcw 10 MAKE A FREEHOLDER—Beg, borrow, steal,
or buy, an empty sugar cask or dog kennel, and a
bundle of pea sticks ; carry the whole to the nearest
waste crown land, and there inclose with your pea
sticks as much ground as they will encompass. Hav-
ing thus secured your estate with a ring fence, place
your kennel or cask in the centre, creep into it, and
swear boldly that you won't come out though £10. a
year were offered to you.

Diavoxp cor DisamoNp.—Not long ago, a couple of
roguish Yankees went to Canada to purchase spurious
bank notes. After they had been gone some time, the
manufacturers of the paper ascertained that they had
been paid in counterfeit money.—New York Eraminer

REQUISITES FOR THE MARRIED STATE.—A wise man
being asked, what was requisite to make the state of
wedlock pleasant and easy, replied, ¢ Only two
things; the wife should be blind, that she might not
be able to see her husband’s pranks; and the hus-
band deqf, that he might not be able to hear his wife's
tongue.”

A REear Currosity.—Among the curiosities which
are shown to travellers at Cologne, is the first animal
that drew blood, and thus broke the general peace—
namely the veritable flea that bit Eve the night after
her fall. This antediluvian flea is almost as large as
a well grown prawn.

Curiovs ENDORSEMENT.—A ten pound note (says
the Brighton Herald) came a few days since, into the
hands of a gentleman, on the back of which was
written the following political distich :—

Go, buy the poor man’s vote once more,
With lies and liquor eram him ;

God bless him if you gain him o'er,
But if you can't, why—d—m him.

* What a felicitous conjunction of names. ** High-reaching
Buckingham,” and Richard Plantagenet, ** the Self-same nome,
but one of softer nature’ in one person.

MANCHESTER :
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« WHAT SHALL WE DO ‘?—u;\‘x‘sﬁ'I’l:'It,
STATE OF THE LABOURING CLASSES.
DANGER TO SOCIETY FROM A STAR-
ViNG POPULATION.”

rENTION OF DELREGATES F THE WORKING
ONVENTION OF DEEEGATES FROM THE !
- CLASSES OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

\What shall we do next? has been the re-
peated exclamation of the friends of free-trade
throughout the country. It has been but too
e\-idm-ﬂ to all wlio have noticed the speeches of
the Tory Ministry, both in and out of the
house, that the suffering artizan and the bank-
rupt merchant and manufacturer are to be “LET
AroxE,” thatno atlempt even is Lo be made to
grapple with their distresses ; and that in or.
der to rid themselves of the ** nusance” of the
complaints of an injured people, the doors of
the house of commons, and with them the ears
of the Ministry, are to be closed—until when ?
Till a month hence? No, reader, but UNTIL
THE END OF FEBRUARY 1842! Oh, if ever a
monstrous piece of callous-hearted neglect of
duty was perpetrated by the executive of the
eountry, thisisone of the most atrocious. “Do
pothing till next February?” said a highly re-
spectable merchant tous.—**\Why the people of
the North, here, will be eating one another by
that time!”  We were told before the present
batch of incapables succeeded the last, that,
only let “ Sir Rosert” get into power and all
our woes would be immediately alleviated.
Alas! it is but too apparent that the present
government will not even turn their gaze to our
sad condition until the end of a period of prve
wonTus, and of five months of winter too ,
and that when they do so, it will be merely flip.
pantly to declare that they have 91 reasons,
connected with *the land” for doing nothing
forus! Weare suffering,—dreadfully. Even
the Tories admit this. Our artizans are sink-
ing by wholesaleinto that desponding and after-

Published on the 15th. of cach Month :
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wards reckless and desperate condition, which
is the sure consequence of abject poverty.

| THOUSANDS, T00, ARE DYING OF STARVATION.

Case alter case is brought before the public, in

which even a coroner’s jury has been compel-
led, by the glaring facts of the case, to bring

'in a verdict of **died by starvation;” and,

reader, how many thousands of cases are there

| in which the poor sufferers drop into their cold

grave, unknown and unpitied? We have

lately been round one of the most distressed:

portions of this town, and we solemnly declare
that poverty is killing—killing both body and
soul—the thousands who inhabit it. We have
found in houses
FAMILIES. ‘e have seen many cases where
the hard boards, or the cold flags of the damp
cellar floor were, without even a bit of straw or
a shaving to cover them, the only couches of the
miserable wretches who lived there; We know
of a poor widow with several children having
sent them out to pick up potatoe peeling
cabbage stalks, and having then boiled this
filthy refuse for her childrens’ food! "The poor
creature, not daring to touch it until the cla-
morous cries of her infants were satisfied. In

1
|

8 Or

- §
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fine, from the poverty of the people, from their |

lack of food and clothing, they are fast assimi-
lating in condition to the ** Fellahs” of Egypt,
who, under the iron rule of Mahomet Ali, live
in mud huts, sleep on the ground, and only
receive 1n return for their labour a scanty sup-
ply of the filthiest garbage. We repeat that
in one district of the town especially, and also
In many others to a less degree, WANT reigns
paramount, and is rapidly extending its horrid
empire., Spinners, card-room-hands, mecha-
nics, weavers, both by hand and power, dyers,
printers, males and females—old and young—
inferior workmen and first rate hands ALT, are
suffering—many from low wages, short time
and dear food—many more from utter inability

to obtain the privilege of lnbuuring hard for |

something to eat. ‘*“* On the prosperity and hap-
piness ol the labouring millions the real great-
ness of an empire must entirely depend.” This
axiom we wish particularly toimpress upon the
public mind.  If the many are overworked,
underfed, and unhappy, they will be discon-
tented, careless about moral duties, and obedi-
ence of the law, and rife for violent revolu-
tionary changes, Society, in such a state of
things, will be like a town which is mined by
the enemy and liable to be scattered to the four
winds of Heaven at any moment. Poverty
breeds discontent—discontent combinations
and plots—plots, insecurity of life and property
—a low state of industrial effort and a degraded
state of public moarality. Oppress and degrade
the labourer, and you of necessity undermine
the foundations of the common wealth. Continue
the tyrannical infliction, and down comes the
whole edifice, dashing to pieces inits fall, the

:: “A bold

of four rooms as many as SEVEN |
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sufferiig and enraged revolutionist—utter]
annihilating the guilty tyrants, but for whom
it had remained in all its integrity,

*“ Princes and Lords may flourish or may fade
¥

A breath can make them as a breath has madg -
) ¥
But a vold Peasantry, their country’s pr

le
e,
When once dmtrfw_w.h can

never be supplied,"
bold peasantry,” a hardy, intelligent, en-
[El';rl'}lﬁlflg race of working men, wil) preserve
Britain's greainess far better than the ¢ wooden
walls” or the wooden-heads who boast of them
Such a race will cause useful knowledee to lm:
more widely diffused than it eyer will be by
t_he “society,” rmfl will carry scientific research
i;n'_t]}r_'r than tl_u: riuw hundred ““scavants” of the
British Association can drive it. With such a
: ‘ : : are sure to pros-
per; without it, neither the one nor the other
can be permanently secured,
At the present crisis the w
recelving less for their labour
sustain life. They cannot be healthy in body
| or in mind, Neither their minds nor their bo-
dies possess that t:lasti:r[t].' which distingunishes
both when the daily fear of starvation isabsent -
and when the spirit can rejoice, as it oucht I[:
| do, on contemplating the successful and re-
! warded labours of the body. Sullen, dogged
and desponding they turn with disgust from all
mental culture, and are indignant at the effo
to secure their soul's welfare, which the plous
| ministers of the Gospel may make, thinking in
their moody dissatisfaction that the care of their
bodies should engross the sole attention of all.
A starving people never can be a highly moral
people. Starve them, and you make them im.-
moral ;j—you break down all mertal restraint,
T'he people are starving, they are losi ng their
high tone of moral feeling —they are ceasing
to regard law except as the means by which
HH'H are made wretched, A little :’unqt'r and
the mighty evil will increase, and strengthen
until a bloody outbreak will mark the era
with the recommencement of the reign of
Jorce and the dethronement of religion and
of virtue.

orking classes are
than will properly

rts

Something must be done ! The people united
are omnipotent, Let us labour to unite them.
To this end we propose that a Convention of De.
legates from the Working Classes, all over the
Empire, should assemble in Manchester to de.
vise means for consolidating the efforts of the
masses in one grand struggle for the liberty and

| happiness of the people, with as little delay

as
possible. Let every town send its Delegate.
Let every Delegate bring with him accurate
statements of the condition and opinions of his
fellow-workmen. LT 17 BE DONE AT ONOE.
“Who would be free himself must strike the
blow.” Let every man ‘‘ be up and doing,"”
Communications on the subject, directed to us,

will oblige.
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'HE CORN AND PROVISION MONOPOLIES
v ersSus

THE WORKING CLASSES. |

What have the H‘m'ﬁ'f'ug men o gain by the Aboletion

of Monopoly ?

This is a question often asked—we propose 10 g0
fully into the question, and to clearly show that
our order will gain in such a case :—

1st.—At least 40 per cent, in the price of all the
food. home-erown and foreign, which they use.

9nd —An inerease in the rate of their wages,
nd a ereater steadiness and certainty of employ-
ment. And as the result of these important bent fits:

1si— A oreat elevationin the scale of society,
and in ]-t" 1 and moral condition.
ond.——A ereater power over the means of obtain-

iﬁ:_f. and t--‘!.-l‘.'lxl.'.‘ﬂ:l}.' a oreater ]J”w‘tl'h‘ii.lln of the
blessines of education, both in their own persons, |
and in those of their children.—And,

A vast increase of pt litical power, without
any alteration tn the present system of represen-
tation. and with it the means of obtaining all those
chanees in the constitution, which are based upon
: natural Hiu;nl;l}' of .

Ly - |
whl Ll

justice to the people, upon tht
man.

Before entering into this interesting enquiry, we |
may observe that some people, noodles we conjess, |
would endeavour to prove that the labouring classes,
cenerally, would not be benefited by the repeal of
one monopoly, viz. that of corn and other home-
grown provisions; because a great portion «f them,
having had their wages increased by the increased
price of those provistons, would suffer from a re-
duction in their wages! In order to show that this
would not be the case, we will prove that the agri-
cultura! labourer, both in England and Ireland,
has been seriously reduced in his real wages by the
operation of the corn-laws; and also, that it is the
natural effect of such restrictions to limit the quan-
titv of land in cultivation, and so to circumseribe
the field for the employment ol agricultural labour.
In 1769, 1770,and 1771, our corn-laws, (for even
then we had a shaffling legislative expedient for
robbing the people,) were rather to encourage ex-
portation than Uthrrwltw, as the price tl_:' corn and
provisions at home assimilat d to the price abroad.
[ndeed, in three years, we ezported a considerable
quantity of corn, plainly proving that the price in
the countries to which we exported, was less than
in Encland; since, then, the price of corn was at
something like its natural level, the period is a
safe one for ascertaining the condition of the pro-
ducer of food—the labourer. Here it is:—

ENGLAND.

Average wages of able-bodied agrieultural la-
bourers, (from * Young’s Tour in the Agricultural |
Counties.) g,

Average to"a0 miles from London 7 1 ;-r‘f
Do. from “ 50 to 100 Ditto  * 6 9f £2 |
(e w100 %200 ¢ £t T 2TsR |
W wON) 300 ¢ U 7 {}S P
Upwards of 300« SRR A

Average prices of four staple articles of food,
produced by this labour, for which six and nine-
pence per week was paid, viz.: bread, butter,

cheese, and meat —

In 5 parishes ... 210 E.
i Il-,; ik 2: E_ﬁ-
L L J gL
A s 32 2=
Eihed e S Sl L 18-
[ ]:; EE ot ; 1 (&

Thus we see that the labourer, when we ex-
ported corn to Foreign countries, could buy with

hhis weeks' wazes, 20 1hs. of the four articles of
food—or 6 1b. two ounces of bread, 6 lbh. two
ounces of butter, 6 lb. two ounces of cheese, and
G 1b. two ounces of butcher's meat.

Now, for the wages at présent, (see parlia.
mentary report.’

in the Southern Countics averace 78, Gd. per we
I i

k.
Averaze, |

Midland do. o Oe. Bd: 'db. \
Morthiern 1!., nr 95 0d - Jq. 1,:1
Manufacturing Counties 105, 64, S week.

| remark, that we have taken it'in this way, in Both cases,

THE ANTI-MONOPOLIST.

Average prices of four staple articles of food

produced by this labour, viz, :—

Bread, . 2d. per 1b.3) =
Butter, .. §8.20, 4 e Z:
Cheese, .... els ¢ et =
Butcher's meat, %Td. * "% S e

So that the labourer can only buy with his week's
wages 161 lhs. of the four articles of food, or
4 |bs. of bread, 31 1bs. of butter, 33 Ibs. of cheese,
and 321 lbs. of butcher's meat; showing clearly,
that the labourer of the present day, protected by
a law to raise the price of corn to Gls. a quarter,
receives 91 1b. out of 25 1bs. less of the food he
produces in return for a week's labour, than he
did when we exported corn, and when the price
was under 40s, a quarter. In other words the corn
laws take 5s. 11d. per week out of the pockets of
the labourers !! Andas the number of agricultural
labourers in England and Wales is about 800,000,
the an wal tax levied upon them, i the shape of
unnatural increase in the price of their food,
without @ corresponding increase in the rate of
their wadges, 1s no less a sum than £12,000,000 7/

NOW, FOR IRELAND !

At the same period to which we have referred, viz.,

about 1770 Arthar ¥oungr who travelled through the
whole of the country, reckoned the average wages,
summer and winter, at 63d. per day. Taking the same
articles of food, and reckoning them at the same price,

they were in England, we find that the Irish labourer |

could huy with his week’s wages 3 1bs. of bread, 3 lbs.
butter. 31bs of cheese, and 3 1bs. of butcher's meat.*

By the parliamentary reports and other credible
documents, we find that the best judges estimate the
average wages, at present, at something under 6d. per
duy. Again, taking the price of the four articles of
food, as the same as in England, we find that our [rish
brother can only buy with his weeks’ wages 1§ 1b. of
bread, 11 1b. of butter, 11b. of cheese, and 11b. of
meat. Thus showing a falling off of morethan one half
of the quantity of food received in return for his unre-

mitting Jabour ! ! or an annual tax upon the agricultural |

labourers of Ireland of £5,000,000!! Bt this isnotali
[rishman. In 1770, ke kad, in very many
OS5, the keep of a cow, and a
I|I'“,- F-f. l"'-'”"f., 0o .'r'.-:_"-. Flg f.:l Ir'r‘ e ;_u.-_-‘.f!"uf.\'-ﬁ,lr -’r:.h'._,rtl':-r"“‘i;'lr]rf‘ If”!
now .,".-Efa_' oot § .f:.'.«'r'ru i e, unless he can :.’_.f:r;'-'l':f fo j'ﬂj‘;

as re.ards the
in adiition lo kis wages

tfr't!'.".'r.l',l' .ﬁ-r 1L, and the bit 1f,f. '* con u.-;.r'r'" is renfed so & rly.-'r.-{.l'fl
in some cases as high as £7. and £10, an acre, that © 15
hardly worth having,

We thus discover an annual robbery of the agricul-
tural labourers, sufficient to keep them down to the
lowest mode of living, to the coarsest food and the
plainest clothing ; and effeciually to prevent their accu.-
mulating property, by the acquisition of which they
would be enabled to become farmers on a small scale,
and to cultivate, in addition to the land tilled by the
farmer, a littie patch of potatoe or garden ground. or
an acre or.two, with the produce of which their families
might be supplied with the useful articles of food, which
are now too much confined to the rich, Whilst the

| labourer has been getting less and loss of the produce o

the laud, the framer of the corn-law, the landlord has
been getting more and more, in the shape of increased
rent. When the labourer got 25 1b. of the four Kinds

food for a week’s work, the landlord got about 15s, an

acre for good Cheshire land, Now, that the labourer
only gets for his week's work, 154 1bs. , the landlord for
the very same land is getting €3. an acre !! The farmer
has been getting poorer from having these high rents to

pay; he has not been able to accumulate capital suffi- |

cient to keep constantly inereasing the land in cultiva-
tion—and thus has the field for the exercise of labour
been narrowed—the landlords being too avaricious to
allow the farmer to cultivate waste lands, ani too selfish
to permit the starving unemployed workwmen fo do so for
themselves.

¥ " |
We will now cast a ghnm at the estimate burdens

inflicted upon the country by the ¢ great” monopolies.
The quantity of corn annually consnmed in this country
is 50,000,000 gquarters—ihe greater part of 1t 1s wheat,
which, for the last three years. has averaged 63s. a
quarter, or 23s. a quarter more than it can be grown
and sold for by English farmers, as shown by their evi-
dence before a committee of the House of Commons—

* We lLave taken the wages in England and Ireland on the
arerage of the year ronnd, By reekoning the price of food in
lr'i:]:tlul s [],._: Eme as i l--"ﬂ:':‘”'-l- LLAE Jj].1:,' !Ir i tl'llgi'fl "-'r'll]l nil=
fairneces, ns it 18 Kknown naol to Le so high + but the reader, must
g0 thiat
what is too much in favor of our case, in one inglance, isagainst
it in the other,

or than the price at which it can be imported from
abroad. Reckoning this increase of price, caused by
monopoly at 20s. a quarter on all the corn used. we
have an annual burden of £50,000,000,

| The annual consumption of meat is estimated at
| 2,000,000,000 1bs. The increase of price caused hy ex-
cluding foreign cattle from our markets, is calculated
by Doctor Bowring at 2d. per 1b. ; lately, it has been
much more, which creates an annual tax of nearly
£20,000.000. Then there is cheese, butter, poultry,
&c , the operations of the provision laws upon which
will add, say £3,000,000 to our burdens.

The consumption of sugar in this country is estimated
at 17 Ibs. per head on the whole population.  The co-
' lonial monopoly enchances the price, exclusive of the
| tax going to the revenue, about 3d, per Ib. Thus in-

flicting an annual tax of about £5,000,000
The consumption of coffee is 25,000,000 Ibs. annually.
The discriminating duties, by excluding the coffee of

Hayti, which has been a little under 5d, per lb, for the last

16 years, and al which price, without duty, it conld bs
| supplied here, and other foreign coffees, have raised the
| price, exclusive of the duty paid to the revenue, 80 per
ct. Here is an annual tax of near £1,000 00,

Now let us see how much we have already detected
on our shoulders ;—

Corn £50,000,000

Meat, 20,000,000
Butter, cheese, &c. 3,000,000
Sugar, 5,000,000
Coffee, 1,000,000
Add for monopolies in
timber, tea, treacle, 11,000,000

molasses, &e. &c.
Or * £90,000.000 per annum to be paid for out of the
toil, privations, and sufferings of the producers of all
wealth, the working classes | —a sum five times as great
as the total wages paid to the million and a half of per-

| sons depending upon the cotton manufacture for support 5
[ T'o be continued.]

| AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A CORN-LAW
REPEALER.

CHAPTER III,
Notwithstanding the natural unpleasantness
of the position in which I was placed, and the
melancholy cast of my fate —my life at the
period alluded to, in the preceding chapter,
was comparatively happy.

[n fact, the little
endearments which passed between Mary and
myself, together with a mutual * castle build-
ing”’ to which we were, (and is, perhaps, to all
the voung who have anything to hope,) prone
and the magic charm of a pure friendship even
| amongst such a horrid deu of selfish brutality
as the one in which we were placed, made even
this era, not the least happy of my life. How-
ever, we are perpetually “ changing sides, and
going back again in this world—and 1t was sud-
denly. my lot to ascertain, by practical expe-
rience, the truth of the remark.

Mary and I, having finished, at rather an
early hour, the labours of the day, were en-
caced in taking sweet counsel together, when
the governor abruptly broke the thread of our
discourse, by informing me, that on the follow-
ing morning, at day break, I must quit the
““ house,” and journey with about a score un-
fortunate wights from the same place, to the
north, to learn spinning! Had a thunder-bolt
fallen at my feet, I could not have been more
taken by surprise.  “ To-morrow morning ?
So soon 2 Ol sir, pray, let me stay,” were
' the ejaculations which first fell from my lips,
“ Aye, to-morrow, and that early too, you
voung pauper, would you have the parish keep
you like a gentleman all the days of your lile,
eh? You must work a bit now, and yon ought
to be devilish thankful to me for choosing such
a zood birth for you, and for not making a
chimney sweep of you, as I did to that red-
haired young rogue of Sir Robert's.” There was
no hope for it, go I must, Mary mingled her

¢ As it may appear to some that we are exaggbrating, we beg
to remnark that John Me. Gregor, Esq,, who has long being con=
nected with the customs, &c, estimates the burden of protecs
tion at L£100,000,000

er nunum,;
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tears with mine, and we both vowed never to |
forget one another, and to seek one another out
as soon as we were able,

On a cold, BIOW V morning in l?u:u:mhm‘.‘
behold me, reader, thrust with twenty other |
“ prentices” into a spring waggon, which was |
to carry ** the workhouse lads and their for-
tunes,” to the mill of Messrs. D——, al |
Pendleton, near Manchester. Unlike my com-
panions, who were uproarious at the h:ll'll.’ idea
of leaving their late gnarters for others, without
the surveillance of the workhouse Cerberus, |
mv cheeks bore the traces of recent weeping,
:m'il my little heart beat mournfully at parting
with the kindest little friend in the world ; who,
in turn, seemed to vie with me in sadness at
our sudden parting. Whip, crack, rumble,
rumble, and off we set, the master declaring
the ** infernal” nature of his gladness to part |
with us—the lads signifying their regref on
leaving their “ old house,” by giving three
faint cheers, for which they were treated with
a taste of the but end of our driver's whip.
Though this summary infliction of corporal pu-
nishment served to ingpire the delinquents with
a wholesome fear of their conductor, it did not
suffice toquench the fire of their excited feelings, |
which found a fit object for the exercise of their
peculiarly lively turn of mind in the damp
cheeks and convulsive twitchings which my un-
fortunate countenance exhibitel. From de-
risive taunts, they proceeeed to remark upon
my evident liking for Mary, and at last, meet-
ine with no rebut, they set to work to dis-

jogeging down a mnarrow thoroughl
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day being Sunday were Kept wilhin the walls
of the establishment during the whole of that
day, and until the Monday nine: when,
again, setting offy, we arrived alter
rable davs of cold, freszing, hun

Imo
thiree mise-
er, and unbap-
omew hiat
Leisurely |

L L Ia.-"i

['illl”H in the much —talked —of and
remarkable town of Manchestes

Market-street-lane, we passe { thirough what
;11:]ilt:u'!-|1 to be a I:||.L1]-.- L o1 Elll.'.l vy o L
1'.."-:_'.; '.'a.... |

] ol
ad f T,

over a bridge and mto S
we I}ru:-xhlni, and at length came to the end ol
f Messrs.

our ‘j'uP”]“'.‘I"II I“'r,"r” I'hrl [“I._.::' 1 Li
"mill. Here we
|H,' Tln'tn:lrl;q;.-r “h“‘ after look ne at Us. and

I} ———————— wi'l'e

b '
{':Lliiftg“\"l' our names, handed us over to the
care of a man and woltnan, who acted a8 mastel
and mistress of the “ Prentice House.” This
building was a large, Ia};tm, dismal looku
|rj.'l.{'i', with small gloomy windows and bigh
walls—something like a poor-house on a small
scale—in which some hundreds of poor unioi

tunate creatures like myself were lodged, and
out of uf.lrh’ except when the fitfulness ol the

master—the errands of the mistress, or tl
truant disposition of the *“ hands” led them
[rom the premises, not a soul dared to st
M o etar's A e i gt T
Lit ITia uil;'\’||_'-Tl.|]| Weds 1O FLYVE CdCil O U
a number, to re-christen us in fact—{for
stead of the child’s name remaining John «
lhllrlj.’:l.‘*, as 1t was when he entered, his | p

tismal cognomen was altered into number 99
number 1, and so on. My Christian nams
vanished before the mystic sound, and no less

cover whether a good “ licking” would cause | mystic mark of 314. And here, reader, wi 1
me to cry as soon as leaving the * Vurkass.” will leave your humble servant, number 314, :
I endured, patiently, a few blows and kicks until the nest chapter. A ' : | S O
until their annoyances became so unbearable. ( To be continued. ) £ the ] ”i =
that I treated one ofthe ring-leaders with what o LT i e 5 _
his eompanions called “::L riclar s-rrl:u-]i:-r," or in ANTL.CORN LAW IIYMN. h ™ I 2y oant e 5
other words, a sharp hit upon his somewhat =% nortant Co : I Ly o
prominent nasal organ. My blow was returned, Lord. héar the peovle's Diercing aes . ” \] : 3 T I
and we soon beran to belabour one another in 1 ‘thee f our they apply ;- [- e el
good earnest. Qur driver, out of earshot, and l.jr.hl..“ L,.ﬂ'fl s o o = i . J
out of sizht of the workhouse, did all in his Hath not t 1 TR : ; X
power Lo encourage us to I-l'n-'-.ml to extre- | .“"_',' I_‘.','.!' N I ; ES
mities. Well done, little-un,” he s=aid, as I Combiris fo of toil., u ﬁ
planted a successful stroke upon the capacicus Our Sovereig '
mouth :J]'!N:"I opponent, 1","- which his front teeth :-I|..1.r'.=. | el ooty |
were ‘““rather” lscosened, I consider as how " And for its bleediug country feel e U : 5 = Sertagri

: - - ; & i J ] | 1
yon've hadapted his mug more perticklerly to Of Senators, t J - ‘
soft mashes than to hard feeds.” Now, l-i;;:-'nn ! 1:_l.“, IJ. o e I i Je. I : " The
show your secience,” go1t, my little Cribs, [hy word, the ] ' Phre e il - e 1 | :
¢ ave if old Witcham saw ver, he'd glory in his | Lord give I ' ' o L

g Lo . - . . I'heir selfis] fill with lov thi t
poopils—my eyes, who'd thiuk as Vurkass Bless those who plead the needy’s cause Ry ! : %
keep ad sustain their pluck like that.” These, And strive to get impartial laws, = :_','II, : : argigies- 1 '
and similar exclamations were continued, until | 0 ""I"l’ suffering | € :'..h A ZE M a
my left eye being completely closed, my Oppo- | lu'k:'.“- Souct ve im y to discuss t , and finally r ad
nent’s face eut in all directions, and both of us | S L o . r ad n, th b :
pretty much exhausted, we by mutual consent _— e 1Y ' "
abandoned the struggle, and slunk each to his | e b e ( ‘ A
corner of the waggon, * satisfied”” with the pu- | REF LECTIONS ON AN IRISH PEASANL | "} _1- 1 .;r. tl J earn: (he mooess G vor
nishment he had received, and like two comba- | = fectly legal. Analogous ¢ nents b . been tried
tive curs surly and snarling from the soreness The night approached, but no friendly door on former o s—these e : ,
of our wounds. This battle secured me from W “1-',_'.-.:,_",',7': eriad b Bl I . L SRS %
any further annoyance from my tormentors, as In dark succession wild, o i el AEx 5 :
my late opponent was * Cock of the walk” And 1 mused on h » AN i kindred joys, of it [ , | : ; 5 { .H = -;'
”‘”Jﬂ”g";l his [‘-’Jl]]li:l[iiil'fk‘-:.. and it was, ”il“l'l*ﬁ_r]"f;! Ehll II!:;"I:I--'.I:I.II;:::.-'::-I -:.r.EI-:::.:'.r::l.l.r:.jir' Ligs, Published by H K"\-L' d, 0Oldl
not considered safe to touch the match of the Thit man to life endeaz : | Manchester : Effincham Wilson H
best fighter amongst the whole set, And I thought adventurous wiglht | Hetlieri; nd

L : = : In glowing nifect 5 warm * Hether gtomn, L p

We jolted on, going at the rate of about 4 | But cold, perhaps, ere the morning’s light, |  Operative Anti-Corn Law a A
miles an hour, until night, when, hungry, | R e ADRVInG & oTid ciations - and individuals requiri |
tired, and almost frozen to death, we arrived | Wi 'IHJ '-"].1';]', r|.\lhll oo, may be supplied with this j 1§

.. E].
» ¥ v . .
with the celebrated pamphlet, *“ Daily ]

at a small town, some l‘ﬁl'tj' miles from London, | A wanderer far from his own green hills,
bine,

Clad vales and mountaing

in the worklionse of which we were housed for i e : il TR TVl oy Pt QR S SO
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS.

We desire the uxion of the Operative Cnrn-!nwlru-
pealers throughout the empire. We want a NATION A.I,
Association to carry out 8 NATIONAL OB ECT. ﬂ{:;r lec-
turer Mr. J. J. Finnigan, is at the service of any ! pr-m
tive Association, Willing to defray the 1lf'<'czﬂ5ﬂr}|: u:qu:;T: 8
connected with his leetures.  An association ol a mitiion

in number would relwnl the Corn-laws inll‘;HuIIiiln-ly_ ]Lp:-
= o g law repealeras within the pale 0
us bring a million Corn-law repeals ] : To

onr National Association, and the business i3 done.
this end, we beg our working brethren !hr.-.mghuu! the
country to originate Anti-Corn Law ;‘Eesn:w:t'mzb_: qud to
briug those already originated, under the title of I‘nﬂ:-:mﬂt
Let every association manage its own funds, and elect its
own committee, and be perfectly in Iv}lwndunt i but let all
adont one title, as all have one U"-'J%‘t‘lt- The proposed
conference of working men will have this matter hruu;_Eht
before it. The Corn-laws must be repealed by some wise
aod vigourons measure, and the measure must be set
» going by & mighty association,

Communications from our friends, wherever they may
be found, directed to the Editor, care of J.m_Er.«' MoRRIS,
No. 47. Richmond street, Manchester, will be duly
attended to,

The delay in our publication is owing to 8 wish to
indulge our readers with a full report of the doings of
the week, and of Colonel Thompson's admirable speeches,
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Acain, most worthy and most unworthy
readers—most worthy to receive a full day’s

pay for a full day's work—most unworthy to |

be taxed and starved for the benefit of the
“ Corinthian capitol” of society—we appear
before you to give an account of our steward-
ship—to cheer your drooping spirits—and to
guide your rising energies to the right position

life-destroying, country-ruining, hope-blasting,
beggar’s-bread-robbing wholesale dealers in
legal murder.

Since we last went to press, our Manches.
ter friends have triumphantly carried a solemn
public protest against the atrocity of adjourning
the assembly, which professes to watch over
the liberties and happiness of the people, until
the alarming state of the country is fully con-
sidered, and a full and efficient remedy for it
adopted. Our friends all over the country have
imitated the example set them by Manchester,
and have convinced the government—if they are
open to honest convictior, which we somewhat
doubt—that the people wiLL that tkeir ¢ house”
should, without blinking or shelving it, gravely
deliberate upon the condition of the labouring
classes. What has been the answer to the
prayer of these vast assemblages held in all
parts of the Kmpire? THE ADIOURNMENT
ofF THE HOUSE. The * incurables” liave thus
tacitly admitted one of two things—either that
self-iuterest prevents their listening to the
prayers of their wretched fellow-creatures, or
that they have not the power to legislate for
our gad case. In the first case, we would ar-
raign them before the bar of eternal justice, as
the cold-hearted and self-condemned destroyers
of their species; in the second, we would de-
nounce them as a useless, twaddling, incum-
brance. Well, reader! are our law-makers
knaves or fools? A bit of both, eh? Oh!
fie, reader! Why you treasonable, i!l-condi-
tioned rascal! you would not eyen give the
d 1 his due. Has not the ‘“honourable honse”
in the person ofits *“leader,” Sir Robert Peel,
showed its desire to “ bottom’ the distress of
the people by sending a commissioner all the
way from London, to enquire into a case of

death by starvation which occurred in this
town ? and its power of ‘*alleviating the peo-
ple's sufferings" by paying the aforesaid com-
missioner for his services as much as would
have kept the poor operative, who perished
through lack of food, and his fumily to boot,
a whole year in plenty? Oh, reader, dont let

your * radical prejudices™ blind you to the fact |

that the ¢ houses”—aye, both of them—are
humane, (2o their dogs and horses)—charitable,
(to the * unfortunate” jockies and black-leys
who tend their ** stud’)—liberal and generous
(with your money)—LKkindto the poor (bishops)
—and friends to civil and religious liberty—(no
where in the world.) Faugh! while we joke
at the expense of the Lords and Commons, our
pen trembles in our fingers with the indignation
and disgust we feel at their neglect of the
plainest dictates of humanity, They profess
to be Christians too ! Good God! whata pro-
fanation of the sacred name of Christianity it
is to call them so! Christianity teaches that all
are equally accountable for their thoughts and
actions—that all are creatures of the common
Creator—that all mankind are brethren—that
we should love our neighbour, and that every
man is our neighbour—that without charity our
faith availeth nothing—and yet these men can
riot in luxury, and above all, sustain * the
church” in its * proper dignrity,” upon the
spoils wrung from the bankrupt tradesman,
and the starving operative! Yes! reader,
never forget that they ** do justice” by robbing
the people of the fruits of their labour, and
“love mercy” by building churches, while the
cries of perishing thousands—the sighs of the
broken-hearted, and the wail of the orphan
made fatherless by legal famine—even in the
very meighbourhoods whire they rear their

from whence to attack the strong hold of the | tately spires, drown the sound of worship,

and echo back in bitter mockery of their
chaunted prayers!

““ The battle is not always to the strongest.”
Public opinion is daily advancing in its determi-
nation to have justice done. The aristocracy are
stronger than the people—at present—backed
as they are by a * physical force,” by sea and
land maintained by the country, and by acts of
parliament made by and for themselves,  Rut
their strength is weakness. Their cause is the
cause of tyranny, immorality, and irreligion.
Our’s is that of justice, of morality, and of re.
ligion. Gop has endowed man with certain
powers of mind and body. Hg has given him
laws by nature and by written revelation.
The due exercise of his faculties, within the
bounds of the law, constitutes the happiness of
man. The possession of these powers, and the
existence of the law, are prools, irrefragable
and undeniable, that the Deity intended that
every gift, with which he has endowed his
creatures, should be improved to His glory
through their happiness. The aristocracy keep
the people poor, ignorant, starving. They shut
up their minds in the iron prison of misery,
with which they surround them, from childhood
to old age. They destroy the happiness of
millions, and thus tlhwart the manifest designs
of Providence. THEY ARE GUILTY OF VIO-
LATING THE COMMANDS oF Gon, Can we
believe that the oppressors of man, the de-
spisers of moral precept, and the contemners of
the everlasting decrees of Omnipotence, can
long triumph? o belicve so, would be to
doubt the justice of heaven. *“ The night is
Jar spent, the day is at hand.”

We direct attention to our remarksupon the
proposed Convention of the working classes, and
to our Reports of the tea party, &c. The Con-

| bread.

vention must be held. The people must now
take their cause into their own hands. Thkey
have the power to repeal every bad law, in
one “month, without shedding one drop of
blood, without a single act of violence. When
the Convention assembles, we will show Low.
All that is wanted to put the plan into opera-
tion is uxton. With union we can do every
thing. 'Without it nothing. Unite, then, and
be FREE,

“GIVE US THIS

DAY OUR DAILY BREAD.”

We all want the bread tax abolishing. We
all want total repeal, and nothing less—above
all, we want immediate repeal. We want
We want itnow. We direct attention
tothe plan proposed by the author of a pamphlet
called ¢ Daily Bread”—a talented, and as far
as we have the means of judging, honest and in-
defatigable repealer, Mr. Hill. This gentle-
man’s plan is this—that the men, women, and
children of Great Britain and Ireland, enrol
themselves members of a Joint Stock Company,
to be called the ‘ National Daily Bread So-
ciety,” and pay one penny for theirshare. That
every town appoint a treasurer, to receive from
the collectors the sliare money, and that as
soon as the number of shareholders amounts to
one, two, or five millions, @/l duly enrolled,
the names and residences of all duly entered, a
quantity of Foreign flour and meal be imported
nto every port in the empire on account of the
soeiety ; and that then, the one, two, or five
millions of owners, divide themselves into de-
tachments, and on the same duy, at every port
in the empire demand, free of duly, the corn
Jor mhich they have paid. We like this plan.
If putinto operation, the corn-laws would be a
dead letter in twenty-four hours. Once let
millions demand, at hundreds of places at one
tume, and all the parchment, injustice, and
bayonet argnment of the man-destroyers would
be at an end. 'We like the plan—and shall try
to give it a shove forward, We hope our
readers will shove too.

Tickets may be had from nearly all the mem-
bers of the Operative Association Committee.

The Young Men's Anti-Monopoly Association
of Manchester, held its second mouthly meeting,
at the Athen®um. on Wednesday week. The ob-
Ject of these meetings is to prepare the members to
combat the arguments of the supporters of mono-
poly. The question for the evening was :—* Are
the Corn Laws Just?” First, a Lecture was de-

| livered on the subject, and then a general discus-

sion followed, The discussion was neither narrow
nor one sided. Several arguments in favour of the
supporters of the law were kept in view; one
speaker, for example, remarked upon the lecturer's
censure of indircel taxation, that it might be con-
cluded that since the nation had agreed to it, it
was just; another gave the aristocracy credit for
legisiating with a view to the general good.

Several members joined in the debate, which
appears to have been kept up with equal vivacity
and good order,

An association of this kind seems an improvement
upon the ordinary debating club, its subjects of
discussion are real and practical; and, therefore,
the debaters, while practising their readiness of
thought and tongue, are less likely to fall into idle
word-catching and sentence-grinding than when
they set themselves to discuss—* Whether Milton
or Shakspeare was the greater poet ? Demosthenes
or Cicero the greater orator ? Alexander or Julius
Casar, Napoleon or Wellington, the greater gene-
ral P knowing perhaps as little of strategy as of
Greek or Latin, rhetoric or prosody. Yet even
a debating club, is better than the mere tavern
parlour. The ¢ Young Men" of Manchester take a
grade still higher, and their example deserves imi-
tation.—Spectator, Sept. 25, 1841,
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YOUNG MENS' ANTI-MONOPOLY
ASSOCIATION.
MERTING AT THE ATHENEUM.

On Wednesday evening, September 15th,, the
monthly meeting of this Association took place in
the Concert Room of the Athenmum. The atten-
dance of members was numerous, and exhibited
the lively interest felt by the young men of Man-
chester in the questim of Free Commercial In-
tercourse.

After the business of the Association had been
briefly disposed of, the Chairman called upon :.\Tr.
J. P.” Culverwell, to read a paper to the meeting.
Mr. Culverwell commenced his address, which was
% On the Injustice of the Corn Laws,” by stating
that he had chosen the subject, because of the pa-
ramount importance of the operations of the food-
monopolies, and that he h_;u_l l'L'fi-rlk'r:l to select the
question of the justice or injustice of the law, be-
aause he considered that as young men mutually
pledged for the extinction of the food-monopoly, it
were more fitting for the meeting to satisfy them-
selves of the abstract justice of their cause previous
to the discussion of t'lmse oints which involved,
not so much the justice or injustice ofthe mmm[_imly,
but merely the manner and degree in which its
effects were exhibited. “This question,” he said,
did not require for its solution an intimacy with
technicalities or minute statistics, but merely that
honesty of mind which can distinguish between the
principles of RIGHT and WRoxG. ‘Do justice and
love merey,” is the great moral obligation which I
propose to acknowledge, in answering this import-
ant question. Its terms are absolute, and admit
of no qualification. If the food monopoly does not
satisfy the terms of this obligation, it matters not
the extent of the injustice done—it matters not how
exaggerated may be the charges which its oppo-
nents have made. If 1t be unjust in principle, or
unmerciful in its operation, our position will be
amply maintained, and the principles on which
this association is founded will be unconditionally
justified.”

The Corn Laws, avowedly upheld by the legis-
lature, to secure to the corn grower a higher price
than he would otherwise obtain. This, said Mr.
Culverwell, was admitted by all parties—from this
he arzrued upon the injustice of the matter, clearly
showing that its operation was a direct robbery of
the bread eater—a worse crime agzainst society than
a broach of the law committed by a thiefor swindler,
as it was inflicted secretly, artfullv, and under the
wing of the law's protection, and that it wasa gross
breach of the principle of security of property.
After fully exhibiting the details of the mode 1n
which the Corn Laws violate every principle of jus-
tice and of humanity, he proceeded as follows :—

“ The injustice of the Corn Laws is manifested in
the robbery of the people, and like most other rob-
beries, is upheld by physical force. A just and

witable law requires no standing army, no forests

bayonets to enforce 1. The attachment of an
enlightened people to a just and equitable govern-
ment would render superfluous the organised band
of slaughterers, which, under the name of military,
overruns the length and breadth of the land. The
more despotic and oppressive the government, the
more has it depended on brute force for its sup-
port. It s the highwayman, and not the peaceful
merchant who ts elothed in armour.”

“ Fraudis a main agent in upholding the Corn
Laws—their workings being hidden from public
sight. The Corn Laws, unjust also, because their
pressure is wunequal, the poor labouring man
paying twenty per cent out of every Pound of
his total earninzs as a tax, and the rich aristoerat
paying only 5-8ths of a penny upen every £100,
The Carn Laws a contrivance for producing partial
famine—the agents in produciag disease and un-
tmely death amongst the poorer classes. To be
equa! in their operation, the aristocracy should kill

off, by the same means, a proportionate number of

their high-born offspring.”

The Fln'fmrnte and eloquent essay, of which we
have given, a mere sketch, (having by want of
space been obliged to exclude many passages, well
worth extracting,) concludes as follows: —

| do neither the one nor the other.

“If the people of Great Britain and Ireland
could be convinced of the justice of our cause, and
the magnitude of the evil which they now suffer, it
would not be impossible to make the name of

Bread Taxer as odious as that of Slave-holder. Let | Join you in repealing the Corp

no one have dealings with the robbers. Let their
company be carefully shunned. ILet it be con-
sidered as disgraceful to serve as exciseman or as
soldier as it is now to serve as hangman, and their
Bread-taxing Government would at once be dis-
solved; and while we resolutely oppose their ini-
quitous laws, let us show that justice and not re-
venge is our object.  We wish not to injure them
we wish not to revile them—or to hate them
we will willingly offer a free pardon!
forget the past, if they will only amend in the
future, We would respect them—we would even
fove them; but while they are unjust men we can
If we are to have
an aristocracy, respected and beloved, let it be at
least an aristocracy based upon political justice, and
decorated with public virtue,”

Mr. Culverwell concluded, amid loud applause.
The essay was then discussed.  Messrs. Holland,
Spencer, Rawson, Sichell and others, taking part
in the debate; after which, the essayest briefly
summed up, and the meeting dispersed.

ROBBERS.
At the second monthly meeting of the Young
Mens' Anti-Monopoly Association, held on the 18th
September, at the Athenmum, a complaint was
made by a member against the essayist in his Thesis
“Are the Corn Laws just?” for qualifying the
landowners as robbers, and against the body of
Anti-Monopolists, for the expression of violent lan-
guage in their advocacy of Corn Law Repeal. It
1s undoubted that the Anti-Monopoly Association
1S mostly composed of the middle class in society,

We will |

and this circumstance in itself, considering the |

sympathy that appears naturally to exist in the gra-
dation of the classes, the middle depending on the
higher—the lower again depending on the middle,
would, we thiuk, be sufficient to modify the in-
fluence of political hatred, if there were not a more
common ground, beyond mere class distinetions,
on which they raised their conflict. We defend an
uncompromising hostility to the landowners, and
an open honesty of expression as legitimate means
for conducting our suit. The time is passed for
scrupulousness, in regard to erime committed by
the wearer of broad cloth, and narrow cloth, and
Burke's fashionable morality, that ¢ Vice loses half
its evil by losing its grossness,” is only suited to
an effeminate and voluptuous age. The mainte-
nance of the Corn Laws abstracts from the enjoy-
ments of the people by an interception of a supply
of food, which would otherwise fall to them, and
the supporters of this unholy enactment represent
in a more flagitious view the immorality of the
robber by profession, who has his wants, natare's
stern necessity, to offer as a plea; whilst the aris-
tocratic Wild, conscious of his injustice, inhumanly
hoodwinks his feelings to the wickedness, for the
sake of falsely ministerinz to his luxuries. We

banded vampires of the human race, rememberine
their own respect to the character of the indus-
trious community, whom they have stigmatized as
“ the swinish multitude ;” and recollecting also that
we have an example for our guide in Mr. Richard
Cobden, who has termed the Corn Laws, “ mur-
derous laws,” which were baptized in blood. No
distinction of persons is made in our opposition,
and the voice we raise is not so much from the
Anti-Monopoly Association, as from the whole
human famly. M.

Manchester, Sept. 29th. 1841,

—_— — —

If the spring puts forth no blossom, in summer
ther{: will be no beauty, and in autumn no fruit.
S0, if youth be trifled away without improvement,
manhood will be eontemptible, and old age miser-
able. =

A barrister blind of one eye, pleading with his
Sp.{ectaolus on, said, “ Gentlemen I shall use no-
thmg but what is necessary.” His antagonist im-
mediately replied, “then take out one of the glasses
of your spectacles.”

| nmongst the repealers or the chartists.

CORRESPONDENCE.

SIR,—As a working ‘man, and one who has been
a relormer for the last thirty years, I think vou
presume too much wlhen you ask the Chartists to
in Laws.

Tlie advocates for Univer:al Sufferage were the
firstin the field; and if you are so ereat a friend to
the working classes as yvou profess, vou surely
cannot be less than a Chartist, ¥ i

A writer in your Anfi- .Ur-n*-fr.-."r'.xr says, ‘“thata

(.1-=|'r1 Law Repealer will unite with neither Char-
].xllu:'15 cialist ;” and yet, strangze to say, he asks
DoLil these |--'.Ii}e 5 Lo __i*lf.'l him.

II' a man cannot join the Chartists, or if he re-
fusesto give political power to the people, however

much I mieht feel d; posed, I eannot call him a
friend to the working elasses ; and for that reason
L look with suspicion upon the ery * Repeal, Re-
peal I” when no other measures, besides repeal, are
mentioned.

The Chartists aim at the root of the evil, and
would deprive the hydra-headed monster of its
sting, by universal political freedom to all, and
thereby lay the foundation of a system that would

| prevent such things as “ fixed duties,” and “&lidin

scales,” ever being forced upon the nation. If the
Repealers of the Corn Laws had spent all the money
they have done—all the time they have lost—all
the agitations, lectures, publications, &c. in aa-
sisting the people to extend the suffrage, it would,
I have no doubt, have been achieved, But say
you, if you Chartists would only assist us to get
the Repeal,—join with us in demanding untaxed
Corn—the thing would be accomplished to-morrow.
I likewise have no doubt about that: and thus it
18, we are placed, because those who constitute
the League (the Youngz Mens' Anti-Monopoly As-
sociation) refused to assist the people in -’i“:l.illil;li_':
political representation. I say the national move-
ment should be for national justice, and good mea-
sures would be the result. But to kes p agitating
for this particular object, and that particularobjeet,
we may go on for generation after generation,
knocking down abuses, and all the time we are
11rnh1; it, up :‘-ii}r]n.'_{ others {J:!Iih_‘ as bad in their
nature, and the effects they have upon society.
Your correspondent says that “ Chartists and Corn
Law Repealers cannot unite.” Well, then, if these
parties are formed of such brittle materials as to
prevent any union from taking place, let them do
another thing—Ilet each other alone.

The Chartist should advocate his Bill of Rights.
without hindrance or opposition from the Corn
Law Repealers; and the Repealer should have the
same privilege.

Let this system be adopted, strict neutrality ob-
served, and depend upon it a better feeling will be
evinced than any we have hitherto seen,

I remain, Sir, yours,
J. ApAMsoN, Hamblin Street.

[ Althongh much pressed for room, we insert the ahove
letter. Our correspondent must be awarathat we are not
J'n‘.—iiuil.]hiillo for the opinions of our correspondents either
We differ from
our friend, M., a5 to the impossibility of a union amongst

: | the two bodies, as we know that Some of our most honest
should commend a vehement tone agaiust the |

leaders, Henry Hunt, and Col, Thompson, for iustance.
have both espoused, universal suffrage, and the repeal of
the corn-laws. No honest chartist can oppose the repeal
of the bread-tax. No sensible operative, bread-tax re-
pealer, who knows any thing of the matter, can oppuse
the charter, It is rather too bad for Mr. O'Connor and
those who back him, to keep crying out, * Join us for the
charter, and we'll repeal the corn-laws for you,” when at
the very time, if we ask them if they had the power,
whether ﬂH&}' wounld h'ih'-[l]. those laws at once for na—
they tell us, No. We will support every honest move
for universal suffrage —but we will have no connexion with
bread taxers, or their intentional or unintentivnal sup-
porters. Let the chartists come forward and denounce
the corn-laws—Ilet them make repeal a part of the charter,
nnd onr lives for it, we will bring them such Support as
”.lt‘}' little dream of, As to l.«u'!l;iui; one another Htﬂ'ﬂt‘,"
we would refer our respected correspondent to the resola-
tion come to by the chartist convention viz., that all anti-
corn-law meetings must be met by charter amendments,
and to the disgraceful proceedings consequent upon it.
The chartists have done all they could to 0ppose us—we
defy them to point to an instance in which we have at-
tempted to palm anti-corn: law amendments upon chartist
resolutions. We bhave shown the chartists that we ean
defy factious opposition. We will leave all alone— but
we will oot be molested by any party. ]
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We aive the following extract from the Report | ing classes, but also considers that the land-
B . =

of the Tea Party, in the M urui'.*ag Chronicle of
October 14th.

ANTI.CORN-LAW DEMONSTRATION
AT MANCHESTER.

Manchester, Tuesday.—A grand demonstra-
tion of the working classes took place |u'l'=lll-1ﬂl
evening, in the Old Manor Court-room, High-
street; on the occasion of the National Opera.
tive Anti-Bread-tax Association helding a tea-
party, at which Colonel 'l'lmlnpsoq was invited
to be present. The meeting was intended for
diSCll?‘SiHL’ the lTl‘ti}*l‘it!i}‘ l‘ll‘ ]lﬂldiﬂg a conven-
tion in London, in February, on the vital ques-
tion of the Corn-laws. J. Brooks, Esq. presided;
and among the principal guests present, in ad-
dition to the Colonel, were G. W. Burnes, Esq.
Hull: J. Curtis, Esq. Ohio, United States :
R. Moore, Esq. barrister, Dublin; the Rev.
W. J. Massie, and the Rev, William Shuttle-
worth.
served that the operatives were the wealth-
makers of the Nation, without whom neither

the landlords nor the middle classes could live. |

Last Monday he had been called upon by Dr.
Sleigh, the Duke of Buckingham’s pro-corn-
law lecturer, who had accompanied him on a
visit to some of the distressed weavers, and so
strongly. were the doctor’s sympathies excited,
that he could not keep his hands out of his
pockets. ‘I'hey went round next day, and on
the question being asked, the answer was that
times had never been known to be so bad in
Manchester.
of the Tories of Manchester, who declared that
the distress was not so greal now as it had been
on former occasions.
test of this than Sir Robert Peel's savings' bank
test. Last week he had bought 27 inch power-
loom CIULII, which was 11!13_ standard in Man
chester, chieaper then he ever bought it before.
The distress made no distinction between
Whigs and Tories ; but, by and by, they would
be made to feel it. —Mr, Finnigan then ad.
dressed the meeting in a forcible speech, and
was followed by Mi. Moore, and Mr. Curtis,
of Ohio. Colonel Thompson, said, I am ex-
tremely sorry that I should have been introdu-
ced with any preface here, as if oratory had
been my forte and profession, whereas, if I do
eccasionally speak to my friends in publie, it

in life, and therefore I am not capable of ex-
celling in that particular point; all I can do is,
to think first, and then to tell your honestly the
honest conelusions which I have come to. I
have in truth given to this question of the

corn laws the®eonsideration of many years of

my life, at that'period, perhaps, when a man
i1s most able to form a sound judgment, as
having seen a good deal, and having also those
means and leisure which enable him to improve
the fruits of his experience [applause.| What
have we now todo? We are the weak con-
testing against the strong : we must behave as
the weak against the strong; atleast. until
we are strong we must use prudence. What
means, then, should we have recourse to? Let
me suggest some. You have knowledge, it is
true; but every man man has not.—diffuse
that knowledge ! [Reiterated applause.] Col,
Thompson concluded amid loud applause. Mr.

He mentioned this for the sake |

After the repast—the Chairman ob- |

owning aristocracy ought to compensate the
working classes for years of robbery, by re-

| funding the whole of the unholy gains wrung

from the people by these wicked imports.” The
resolution was carried by acclamation.

Meeting of the Working Classes, prepara-
tory to the General Meeting of the Trades,§e.

A meeting of the working classes took place
on Wednesday evening last, in the Old Manor
Court Room, Nicholas Croft, preparatory to
holding a large meeting of deputies from as-
sociations, trades, mills, &e. in this town and
neighbourhood. Mr. E. Watkin was called to
the chair, and opened the proceedings by briefly
detailing the objects, to promote which the
meeting was called; after which he called upon
Mr. J. J. Finnigan to move the first resolution.
Mr. Finnigan ably refuted some of the Ieading
fallacies of those who, professing to be friends

| of the working classes, opposed the repeal of

"He could give a better |

the bread tax. He then showed in a clear and
forcible manner the benefits which such repeal
would confer upon the labouring many, by
reducing the price of their food, and increasing
the demand for their labour, and also the mighty
lever it would put into their hands for the de-
thronement of political monopoly, and the ele-
vation of the political condition of the people.—
Mr. W. J. Birch, in an eloquent speech, se-
conded the resolution :—** Total and immediate
repeal of the bread and provision monopolies.”
—Colonel Thompson responded to the resolu-
tion.—Mr. John Murray moved the next reso-
tion, and Mr. Cunninzgham seconded it."'—
The next resolution was, that ** the town and
neighbourhood, do send deputies to attend a
meeting to be held in the Carpenters’ Hall, on
Monday October 25th. to take into considera-
tion the best practical mode to be immediately
adoptea for obtaining the total extinction of
monopoly, and the compensation of these who
have for years been robbed by the unjust enact-
ments of the landed aristocracy.” — Mr. Acland,
addressed the meeting, in an excellent speech.
The resolution was like the former one, carried
admid cheers.—Mr. Warren, in a pithy address,
which was remarkably well received by the
meeting, moved the following resolution:—

| ““ That Messrs. Watkin, Warren, Finnigan,
is, at all events, a custom I have taken up late |

Kelly, Cunningham, and Morris, be appeinted
a committee for making arrangements for the

| invitation of the trades, &ec., for carrying out

the resolutions of this meeting.”—Mr. Neal

After a vote of thanks to Colonel Thompson
and to the chairman, the meeting broke up at
a quarter to a eleven. The proceedings through-
out were marked by the utmost unanimity and
enthusiasm, and when the compensation spoken
of in the second resolution was mentioned, the

| enthusiastic cheers of the meeting sounded

ominously for the *¢ landlords’ interest.”

COLONEL THOMPSON AT THE CORN
EXCHANGE, ON FRIDAY NIGHT.

INTERRUPTION BY THE CHARTISTS,

A meeting of the Young Men's Anti-Mono-
oly Association took place at the Corn Ex-

Burnes, and Messrs. Acland, Watkin, and | change, Hanging Ditch, on Friday night, when
others followed. Mr. Culverwell said he had | Colonel Thompson was to be present to address
heard that the landowners, should have com- | them, and the public were invited to attend.
pensation offered them as bait. But he wished | By half-past seven o'clock, the time announced

to move a resolution on this subject :—* That

for the proeeedings to commence, there could

this meeting not only considers the total repeal | not be less than 2,000 persons present, and the
Colonel, on his entrance, was greeted with loud
Mr, Holland, surgeon, was called to

of the corn-laws to be a measure both reason-

able, just and especially beneficial to the work- ' cheers.

enemy's fortification, but the weakest,

the chair : he merely said a few words expres-
sive of a wish that order should be observed,

; and stated that the ﬁllju[;'l. ol the [[]Egling was

not a political one, but would be to consider
the effects and operation of monopolies, espe-

 cially that greatest of all monopolies—the corn

laws. (Applause.) Colonel Twompson then
came forward. Ile was received with loud
cheers, and listened to throughout, with a few
interruptions only from the chartists, who on

| this occasion had assembled again to play their

old game of interruption. After a few preli-
minary observations, he said, bﬂ]d]}'; that he
wanted to obtain the charter, and therefore he
came here to advocate the repeal of the corn-
laws.  (Cheers, with some slight murmurs
from the chartists.) I had the honour to be
one of ten or twelve members of the House of
Commons who were assisting, in conjunction

| with many most meritorious, able individuals
| of !hf} working classes, in drawing up that com-
| position.

(Applause.) When that was done,
there did, as it appeared to me at least, arise
another set of men, who said—* You have
drawn up a charter, and the charter is a very
good charter; but we are the only men who
know anything about how it should be gained.”
(Hear, hear.) Now, on that, I say, there may
be two opinions: for I never flinched, nor he-
sitated in declaring what I thought, and I
always maintained, wherever I had opportunity

' to lift up my voice, and propriety admitted of

it, that the great open door for obtaining the
charter was to get rid of the restrictions on

| trade and industry, which make you poor, and
'of ne consequence in the eyes of any of your

enemies. (Applause.) It was because I loved

| the charter that I wanted to see you put down
| the corn laws, as a step towards the obtaining
| of the charter.

(Loud cheers.) Now upon
that, let there be no quarrel ; 'tis a difference
of cpirion, it is clear; butif we are to quarrel
till all diference of opinion is at an end. we
shall quarrel till there is an end of the world,
and all that is therein. (Applause.) We must

| Screw up our efforts to a better courage on this

point. J.ord Staniey said at Lancaster that he
never heard of any bedy in the House of Com-
mons, and, I believe, in the legislature, who
ever went so far as the total abolition of the
corn-laws. Now, let us eorrect that mistake.
by showing his lordship that there aje people
who will demand something more, Why, when
they have put the manufacturing interests in a
state of restriction and depression for years

: : 3 ; | together, should net the manufacturine interests
seconded it and it was carried unanimously.— | ¢ l g lnterests

look to the question of something like compen-
sation for the same? I won't propose to you
the Mosaic five-fold retribution, though that has
carried with it a good deal of the sense of jus-
tice on the part of the greatest portion of man-
kind. One compensation will be enouch for
us; nay, if we established the prinl'ip]:‘, we
might be easy about the amount. He
quarrelled with no man for holding a different
opinion on that subject, but he said the way to
carry an important fortress was to advance u‘pml
the weak point first, and not upon the strong
one. (Cheers,) He knew there were those
who said, * carry the charter and then we
should be able to carry every thing else.” Now
hear his feelings on the subject. He had al-
ready said thau the policy of a skilful general
was not fto attack tbe strongest point of the
Now
he had some doubt for that reason whether they
ought to seek the charter first. The story that
if they got the charter first they should be
able to secure the repeal of the corn-laws after-
wards, reminded him of a story he used often
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to hear when a youth—about the way to catch
birds. The way was by getting near enough
to put salt on the bird’s tails.
not to deny that fact, but simply to ask hl_i v
they were Lo 111.’“‘1‘ the salt on the bhirds' tail?
[II;'EI“ ht?:\l'.j He proceeded to argue that the
corn laws were the weakest point of attack, llr}'
a comparison of the strength of the two parties
(the chartist and anti-corn law) 1n the House
of Commans; and observed that while the
chartists had only about 39 supporters in the
Youse of Commons, the repealers mustered
200. or more than five times as many.— At the
conclusion of his speech Mr. Birci, a member
of the Association, addressed the meeting in.nrl
able speech, and moved, * That I‘]l.h:t meeting
views with disgust the conduct of Sir Robert
Peel and his associate monopolists, 1n advisine
her Majesty to prorogue parliament, without
considering the destitute condition of the la-
bourine classes: but that fully convinced of the
necessity for the total, immediate, and uncon-
ditional ‘I'-.‘l‘ll'.’ﬂ of the corn and provision mono-
solies, we pledge ourselves never to cease our
efforts till we have attained that object, and
the obnoxious laws are swept from the statule
book.

Mr. ConvERWELL seconded the resolution,and
read some statistics taken at Coventry, shew-
ine the effects of high price of food in increas-
e m wtalitv—the increase beinz at the rate
of from 77 in 10,000 in the years of plenty
(1833-4.5) to 121 in 10,000 in the vears which
had succeeded 1835! —At the conclusion of this
address, when the Chairman was abont to put
the motion. the notorious chartist, Christopher
Doyle, accompanied by Leech (the two men
who disturbed the meetings at the Town Hall),
advanced to the platform, and Doyle insisted
upon stating his sentiments, and proposing an

amendment. The Chairman assented to his

proposition, and expressed his willingness to |

allow full scope to [ree discussion. A great part
of the meeting however expressed their dis.
approbation, and D iyle stood a considerable
time amidst a storm of invectives, 1:1.1:1!_\' striv-
inr to et a hearing. Vincent, of Bath, and
L.eech, both came forward in turn to request
the meeting to listen; but the answer was, they
would hear them or anybody but Doyle! Doyle
however, P-‘I'Fl"n'!']'t‘.i. and at lenzth succeedea
in utternz a few senlences and reading his
dment, which was in favour of the charter.
— Leech séconded the amendment, and asked
if the middle class and workine class interests
were the same, as kad been stated, why did
not the
ing clasges a just participation in the fruits of
their labour ? If there was so many more mem-
bers in the Commons for repeal than for the
charler lus l't'iltthlj,' was to P the house
AWy altogether. (A voice : ** How would you
do it?" and laughter.) He admitted that was
1 question, and the way to do it and the
lication of the means must be put in force at
the same ti
that the people’s distress was
m.u"flill.-r}.. and dented that Colonel T} |111}1~:n11'.~4
advice to operate upon the legislatui ¢ by agita-

111

former come forward and rive the work-

=wee

MNe.

the of

CAUSsE

tion at the elections would have a Lenelicial
result.—Mr. FixN16ax came forward to answer
and said

an amendment was 1::['[ (0O a

him amidst great cheering,
when
meeting it pught to have been based upon some-
thing like argument in support of it, but he
had heard none. They had heard something

B
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thoueht

machinery and the strineent rules of the
factories, where a man, when he should be at
work. was not allowed to read : but admitting

it to be trug—ywas that a reason n!n}' thie aris-

Nuu’ 1|{' ;-:I_L::HI l

[I" Hl-t'il ]1'."1'l'.'r'*'1i'.':]. to arcue .

that he |
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tocracy. for their own benefit, should tax the
food of the hunery and starving operative ?
(l.oud cheers.) 1but Mr. Leech had said the
Honse of Commons, with two hundred members
for it, would not repeal :—then, from what rule
of common sense did he draw the iuference that
with only thirty-nine advocates in the house
they were more likely to get a charter? (Loud
1~F.l:r-]-.;_1 He said the [n-.:;r[u- were in misery,
but he denied the corn laws were the cause of
it. Did he bring anything like facts to prove
that they were not? He admitted the corn law
wias 1 L:'a“r;ﬂ evil. and a bad law: had he =aid
a word to shew that a 't':":'t’:i]. of it would }11.11'1'
the people 1n a worse position ¢ (Cheers.) Bron-
terre {}'Hrin-n h:ll1 "‘:L-|'-t tlll‘ corn 1:1‘.\'*-‘ ]-”[,'I;.,_.,l the
E‘||1|:|;1-14,' of 20 millions a vear : what law was there

in operation to give them back that money of

which they had been robbed. (A voice: The
1_-1|r|'v11|_-}'_j—- The ¢ urrency T——'.t'.l.'l:- was a cur-
rency crotchet-man present: he would eive him
a word. Had the manin 1823 with 18s. a week
more wages now ? (**No.") Well, according
to the price of food, the man who earned |8s,
ought, to provide the same comforts in 1841, to
tl Lye 1:1 e 1 8! l}ll “1" alteration of the cur-
rency give him b ick the difference ? | Applause |
If, as Leech had said, the factory system was
the cause of all the evil, how was it that the
:I__[‘I‘:I.-:'IJ.I.IIII".E]. labourers of lIreland, where there
was no factory system, were so badly off—even
worse than our np--1'.11iw.~1'? Great applause. |
—Mr. Acaxp next came lorward and deliver-
ed a very able and effective address., He said :
llu:‘.mpui_ﬁ' was the robbery ofthe many by, and
{for the ain of, the few, [t was o tax imp-a:wl
by the property men upon the poverty men.
They came there seekinz to procure its repeal ;
but i!l doing so !:‘.]-*:I.' had to ficht the h;llilt',!]u'.
with the landlords alone, but, strange to zay,
with the soi disant leaders of a portion of the
proar from the chartists. |
That it should be o was matter of regret, while
[ surprise. Strange, indeed,
that both parties, desiring two different objects,
and each havine the
one party would not allow the other to pursue

n}:--:x{fin' classes, | U
it was matter also
1 N e .
cood ol both in view, that

its own course. [ Cheers.
for the repeal of the corn laws, the other for
the pe b'.|'|-.":~ charler : }J.rl1.1. it Wwas C JH.":‘LL'I'.
would benefit the in'-uph' if obtained. He stood
there an advocate of repeal, butnot an opponent
of the charter. [Loud cheers.| He was prepar-
ed to 'sien the charter: but was he, as the
[‘l}lll:u'l I.I1"
deavouring to put salt on the bird’s tail while
he ought to be setting the trap which would
catleh it. ' Hear, hear. | He contended that these
11I.U['.‘Jihl]i.t.'* were the outer walls of the citadel
of corruption, and surely if they scaled that
they would have the
ping into the enemy:.

served, to be lookinz about en-

better opportunity ut':-[dl.-
\ [ Loud cheers.| He pro-
ceeded to prove by the arguments used in his
Monday night's speech, which proved that
the anti-corn law movement take
pracedence ol the charter, because it had made
a greater advance, especially among the mid-
dle class, whom the physical force men had
I”"'_i'-l liced against the charter. His friend, Mr.
Finnigan, had said somethinge about the
logical arguments of Mr. Leech. He must
confess that he had heard 1Lii1]1i|.-_: very ]ui_fi,-_-n,l,
He had told them that it was of no use to I|‘:|,'

oucht to

25

they should not destroy machinery. That reascn
wasg, that foreirners ni;-zr-q'l m:uc']ti;ii?t't‘: and did
ll'l.*'_‘u' not think it would be folly to :1:*;:tt‘nx' theirs
unless foreieners would do the séame? [Cheers
and a cry of—* Tax it." | Yes, some said they
only wanted it taxed. Now he had no object-
tion to that, provided the foreigner would also
let them tax his machinery. [Lauchter and
cheers.] Why, had we not to compete with
the machinery of the foreizner, and if so, how
foolish to talk of destroying or taxing our own!

Loud applause.| The mischief was that the
human machine was already taxed in the article
of its food, and that was the cause of all the
mischief. [ Applause.] Mr. Acland then said,
“ But those who laid the fanlt of distress on machinery
should explain how it was that the cotton stocking
weavers of Nottingham and Leicester, who used no
machinery, were so badly off. The mischief was there
were three men in the market wanting loaves, and

there were only two loaves to buy : the result was that

each being anxious to secure one; competition was going

on for it in their labour, and the landlord reaped the

| The one party was |

for repeal through public opinion, because he |

said parliament would turn a
according to him, public opinion was power-
less : and yet the next moment he said that it
was }'|111i-‘ [I'lii.lii.x-li turned the ‘n.hi\_:*- out of
! [Cheers.] One word about

office ! machinery,

.llt... til‘\)ll‘_:'ht !”_i- l:‘l:'“[li ‘..:E-!I-L" lil'n.'“l a reason \ﬁrhx' :'ild.]'lt.‘llt'htl.‘r.

deal ear toit:|

benefit. The cause was explained by Sir James Gra-
ham, who said that the landlords’ estates were 9-10ths
of them mortgaged. The corn law then was a poor
law for the rich, but there was this difference between

it and the new poor law which gave the pauper a miser-

able diet of skilly—that the corn law instead of taxing
property taxed poverty—(hear, hear,)—and the tax

too was the heavier in proportion as the payer was

poor. And this tax was levied in order that the pauper
landlord might have a splendid out-door allowanceto
travel to Paris, to Milan, to Rome, and other places,
where he might spend it and laugh at them. (Cheers.
Mr.Vincent rose and attempted to answer the two last
speakers He spoke at some length, but we have not
room to notice his arguments further than to say that
they were in favour, like his friends, of the charter—
and nothing but the charter. His arguments were ab ¥

met by Mr. E. Watkin, —After a few ohservations
from other parties, the amendment was put and nega-
tived. the Chairman declaring the original motion car-
ried, by a large majority to the no small chagrin of the
of the intruders.” The meeting separated a little before

twelve o'clock.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ANTI-MONOPOLIST.
SIR,

[t is desirable at the present crisis, that the most
effectual steps should be taken for agitating the country
on the subject of monopolies.” I€fhas occured to me
upon reflection that a movement of the trades in their
individual eapacity as such, in public meeting assem-
bled, should petition the Queen against all Restrictions
upon their Industry, and claim the Right to Exchange
the results of their industry, how and where they can
obtain the best return. It appears to me that this ex-
ample would be followed by the same trades thronghout
the country, in places where anything like an effective

That

ings Addresses should be delivered, showing the pecu-

organization would be diificult, at these meet-
liar Influence of Restrictive Laws upon their peculiar
Trades. I think this would be a great step towards a
combination of trade,—in giving each trade an indivi-
dual interest in the destructor of monopoly; a draft
of a petition might be prepared and given by the
National Anti-Corn Law Association upan application.

[ am, your's, respectuly,

J. W: BIRCH,
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To the Editor of the Anti-Monopolist.

Sir,—Mr. John Campbell, secretary to the Na-
tional Charter Association, has just published a
book which, he says, is to furnish his party with

statements to show the fallacy of the nr;mm*ntsi
used by the corn-law repealers. He divides the |

subject into six parts: he would have done much
better if he had confined himself to the lluesli{}l‘t,
whether the corn-laws were just or unjust. We
should then have seen whether he had ranged him-
self on the side of the people, or on the side of the
aristocracy. We have nothing to do either with
the length of time, or the purposes for which the
corn-laws have been enacted ; nor with the parties
or motives, of those who are seeking their repeal.
It might be asked, what are the motives of the
Chartists? And it would have to be confessed self-

Mr. Campbell states the consumption to be as
follows :—

1811, 1bs. of Colton manufactured - 90,300,668
| 1818, # « w (R .. 162,122705
| 1825, % « « T s .. 202,546,869
JLLE S Ty88 AR IR L, e «s 333,043,464

In the statement of the quantity of cotton con-
sumed, he says nothing about the inereased number
of people employed, but leaves it to be infered that
there were no more employed in 1840 than what
Since that period the total
population has more than doubled, and there are
about ten times as many people employed in the
cotton trade now as there were in 1797.

there were in 1797.

It should likewise be recollected that we do not
expend as much labour upon the cotton goods now
exported as formerly. In 1831 we exported 62,
821,440 1bs. of cotton twist, and in eight years after
1839, we exported 105,686,442 Ibs. Now, were it

interest, namely, to better their condition.

At page 6th., he treats us with an extract from
an act of parliament, passed in the reign of Edward
the IVth., which fixes the price of provisions and |
the rate of wages. He states the wages to be four-

pence per day. So far from the wages being four-

not for the high price of food, a great portion of
this twist would be woven in this country, instead
of being sent into foreign countries to be manufac-
tured into eloth, where food is cheaper.

There is another table at page 13, which he has

pence, they were only a penny per day, which his |
own table ofthe price of commodities will show— |
for the price of a pair of shoes is stated at 4d., and
as it takes a man a day to make a pair of shoes, he
could not receive four-pence for his day’s work |

unless he either had the leather given him, or had

stolen it. If so, then this putsan end to his state-
ment that the working man received four times the
amount of provisions for his labour then, to what

he does now. If this table proves any thing, it

proves that the corn-laws have so raised the price
of food, that the real wages of labour are greatly

reduced. Mr. John Fielden has published a table
of wages, and the price of corn, and from that table |
In 1815, |
a piece of third 74's., calico sold for 18s.; the

quarter of wheat sold for 63s. and 8d. ; the weaver

you will see the action of the corn-laws.

for weaving the piece received 4s. 6d., or if mea-
sured in corn and calico, he received 451bs. of
In 1832, the piece
of calico sold for 5s. 6d. ; the quarter of wheat sold

wheat, and 41 yards of calico.

for 61s.,, and the weaver received for weaving it
18. 6d.; or if measured in corn and calico, he re-
ceived 16 lbs. of wheat and 5 yards of calico. That
15, he received 297B less of wheat; but he could
buy with his wages 2 yard more of calico. Why
has not wheat fallen in the same proportion ? The
answer is simple, the one is protected by act of
parliament, but there is no protection for the poor
man’s labour,

At page 12, he gives a statement of the quan-
tity of cotton that has been manufactured at dif-
ferent periods; but itis a very dishonest one, he
kas picked the years when the greatest quantity
was used, instead of giving the average. I will
give the average along with his table, and you will
be able to judge of the importance to be attached
to his statements :—

Average 1bs. of Cotton Manufactured :—

From 1804 to 1811, 76,223 532
:s 1811 * 1818, 89,178,575

: 1818 & 1825, 166,667,547
1825 « 1835, 266,338,578

only given part from “ Porter’s Progress of the
Nation.” I will add what he has left out; he only
gives the price per pound paid for spinning, with-
out saying a word about the improved machinery,
or the wages paid for a week’s work.

Years Quantity Net Price per lb,
spun. earnings. for spinning,
1804, 9ibs. 36s 6d 7s 6d
18514, 134 G0 0 6 8
1833, 19 42 6 3 5

If these tables are worth any thing, they are
surely worth quoting in full, and not to leave out
the principal fact.

At page 14, he informs us what improvements
have taken place in spinning machinery, It is sur-
prising to me that there are no complaints made
about other inventions, that they should all be con-
fined to cotton factories, Previous to the invention
of moveable types, books were all written by the
hand, Now, if the “ Northern Star” were written
by hand, it would give employment to 120,000
people, for it has sold 40,000 in a week, and it
would take one man three weeks to write a single
copy. If the paper were only printed by hand
(instead of being printed by a machine, and worked
by a steam-engine,) it would employ many more
people than what it does. Mr. Campbell does not,
I think, believe that machinery is injurious ; for if
he did, I think he would have had his own book
written by hand, instead of having it printed. It
would take a man at least three days to write a
single copy, then for every thousand copies
sold, he would have given employment to
120 men for one month ; instead of that he has
only given two men employment for ore week ; see

| what employment he might have given to his un-
fortunate countrymen,

| Atpage 15, he gives a list of articles, with the
amount of duty they pay on being imported into
this country; and asks, if the free-traders are pre-
pared for free-trade in these articles. I answer, yes.
Mr. Campbell is singularly unlucky in all his
tables. If he had given the subject a moment's
consideration, he would have seen that all the

articles which he has enumerated are made from a
raw material, the produce of the land of this
country except two, and that the protection which
 these things enjoy is not for the benefit of the
| working man, but for the landlord, who obtains a
| higher price for his
of the protection.
Page 16, he gives a table of the amount of tax-
ation per head for different countries in Europe
and he puts it down for England at £3. 13s, 4d’
In order that you may judge, how far this state-

raw material, in consequence

ment is true, I will only state that the total taxa-

tion is under 50 millions, and the population in

1831 was more than 24 millions, so that the taxa-
| tion cannot be much above £2. per head.
| At page 17, he gives a list of the rate of wages
in Russia, Poland, Spain, Portugal, Denmark, Ger-
many, France, and England. He asserts too, that
the manufacturers wish to reduce wages to the level
of these countries ; and such will be the result, he
says, if there be free trade. In giving the rate of
wages, I wonder why Switzerland and America
were left out, because corn is cheap in these two
countries ; but it did not answer Mr. Campbell’s
purpose to cite these two countries. I shall con-
clude with noticing another of his tables at page 28,
where he calls Cornwall and Monmouth two agri_
cultural counties, the reason why he has called
them agricultural counties, is,because they enjoy the
highest state of health of any counties in England.
He compares the state of health of these two coun-
ties with the county of Lancashire. Now, if his
object had been fair play, he would have given an
average of a few of the most agricultural counties,
and compared them with the same number of ma-
nufacturing counties. So far from Cornwall and
Monmouth being agricultural counties, they are
decidedly manufacturing counties. I will give you
the proportionate numbers employed in agriculture
Three manu-

and manufactures, in six counties.
facturing and three agricultural :—

.r\g.'iru]lllrn], Manufacturing and
population, other elasses,

Cornwall, 30,7 et 69.3 1 died in 64
Monmouth, SR N - PO e i AL
Lancashire, DI 90,6 1 " 48
Divide by .. 8) 179
Average, v 59
Bedford, 56,8 desle 432 1 died in 54
Bucks, 53,0 SR 470 1 # w 59
Cambridge, 33,3 cava 487 v S oK
Divide by .. 8) 151
ATET&B‘E, - @ 5‘]

Bedford, Bucks, and Cambridge, are the thyee
most agricultural counties in England, and, on
an average, one person dies in fifty. Cornwall,
Monmouth, and Lancashire, are as you have seen
manufacturing counties, and one dies in fifty-nine,
being decidedly above the agricultural counties in
point of health,

I remain, Sir, your's respectfully,
Oldham Road, Oct, 11th.  JOHN HEYWOOD.

MANCHESTER ;
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THE MONOPOLY OF LEGISLATION.

........................

The Folly of Chartist Opposition to the
Repeal of the Rent Lar.
The exclusion of five-sixths of the adult male

inhabitants of the country from all voice in the
election of those who must make laws, which
aLL are forced, whether they think them just
or no, to obey, and by which ALy can be pun-
ished, is a remnant of early barbarism, of that
reign of brute force, which was once para-
mount, and is unworthy of a civilized age, and
degrading to a nation boasting, forsooth, of its
free institutions. It is founded on no principle
of equity—based upon no political axiom. The
landed interest—(i. e.)—the landlords and the

larger farmers, have the preponderance in the |

councils of the state, and the result of this

has been, that they have made laws for their
own benefit exclusively. This all must be

aware of ; nor is it at all strange that it

should be so. The instinct of self-preservation
with which, for wise purposes, man is gilted,
unguided by strong religious principles and cor-
rupted by a state of society, eminently selfish,
directs the energies of each to his individual
advantage. So witi cLAssES. Give the in-
dividual uncontrolled power, and he will serve
himsell, to the exclusion of the rest of socicty.
Place the same power in the hands of the class,
and the class interest will thrive at the general
expense. For this reason it is that each should
possess the power of restraining the selfishness
of the other, or, in other words, should have
his selfishness represented. When all are re-
or favoured at the cost of the others ; because
it will be the interest of the others, and they

will possess the power to prevent it.

presented, no particular class will be fattened I Old Manor Court Room, when a

By the present system of representation, as

set forth inthe ** Reform Bill, " as it was calls |

ed, PrRoPERTY is the test of qualification to
vote for members of parliament. * Bricks” are
pronounced by the law to be the evidence of

“ Brains.” A forty shilling freehold is proof

' positive of the sanity, honesty, and love of free-

dom of its possessor, and a filty pound tenant-
at-will can appeal to his little holding, and to
“the Bill ” for proof of his superior intelli-
gence, even tho' he be the veriest ass of which
the “ independent yeomanry " can boast,

The Coin and Provision Taxes take away a
large portion of the wages of the working men—
force themn to live more sparingly than thev
would otherwise do—drive them into houses
rented at less than £10 a year, when, under
other circumstances, thev would live in the
£10 or £12 houses, and prevent the accumula-
tion of that property whick by the Refirm

Bill is made the test of ability to vote. Thus, |

the corn and provision laws are laws, not only
Jor the starvation, but for the disfranchise-
ment, of the people. First they s'arve us:
and, secondly, they forbid the possession of a
legal power to remove the grievance,

The (‘hm'tists have attempted, on many oc-
casions, to overturn Anti-Corn Law Meetings,
under the pretence of furthering the universal
suffernge agitation. Let them reflect upon the
view which we have here taken of the ques-
tion, and remember when in future they would
play the old game, unless they grow wiser and
waste of
That

they are opposing the feeding and erfran-

more liberal and cease their evil

strength—which we hope they will do.

chising a lurge portion of the people.—
No true chartists can do this—a tory chartist

may oppose both,

ANTLBREAD TAX MEETING.

A few weeks back a meeting was held in the

was passed—** That a meeting of deputations

from the various trades, mills, workshops, &c.,

| in Manchester and Salford, and of the working

e R e R, g, B i e,
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classes generally, be immediately held for the
purpose of taking into consideration the hess
means to be adopted by the working classes in
order to obtain the total repeal of the bread and
povision monopolies, and the compensation of
the people who have been so long robbed by
the landed aristocracy.”—A public meeting
was held on Monday se'nnight, in Carpenters'
Hall, but the proceedings were br ught to an
end prematurely by a party of chartists. On
Tuesday night the corn law repealers held
another meeting for the same object, and the
proceedings were of an unanimous character.,
Mr. E. Watkin (Chairman of the National
Operative Anti-Bread Tax Association,) was
called to the chair, and said :—On this occasion
they should avoid shewing to the enemies of the
labouring classes that, to them, a pleasing sight
—that of seeing the working classes, instead of
being united as one man divided amongst them.
selves, and open to the basest influences which
tyranny could devise. The less, however,
they said about a late occasion the better.—
If the parties had any sense of shame, they
must feel themselves placed in an unpleasant
and dishonourable predicament ; they would
draw the veil over those proceedings and leave
| the parties who denounced them, to do so to
empty air, satisfied that they (the corn law re.
pealers) were doing their duty, and deter-
mined that they would do their best to elevate
the great mass of society, and to place the
working classes in that position which would
enable them to possess the comforts which their
labour produced, in lieu of their present miser-
able and depressed condition. (cheers.) Ha
asked what the chartist had gained by their
attempt to upset the late meeting ? (I'Ieaz'.}
| Had they forwarded the agitation for the char-
ter by it 2 Had they not shewn to the middle
classes that they did not wish to give to others
that liberty of feeling and license of speech
which they claimed for themselves 2 (Cheers.)
A chartist named Lees, at Leeds, is stated to
have said—* We will not allow you to have
vour rights ; we will not allow any measure to
pass, nor any expression of pu’nliE: feeling till
we get the charter.” What did this mean 2
Because these men were advocates for univer.
sal suffrage had they a right therefore to put a
curb upon public opinions, and dictate to all
around them what should be their opinions ?
(Cheers.)—Mr, Watkin concluded by hoping
thac they should unite in a long pull and strong
pull to pull down the fabric of monopoly und
raise a new and splendid edifice—the edifice of

resolution | .. . ; SR
sotution |y iversal liberty, in its place.

Mr. Neal moved the first resolution se=

“ That this meeting of deputations from the various
trades, mills, workshops, &c. in Manchester and Sal-
ford, and of the working classes generally, loudly pre-
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test against the injustice and injucious operations of the i
corn and prm-isim: monopolies, and pledges itself never |
Yo rest satisficd until-monopoly is for ever ‘{lilnl' away
with, and compensation for years of misery is made l_r;,'
the aristocracy to the labouring millions ; and that, in
order to effect the object in view, this meeting do adopt
the tollowing addresses, and that it calls upon the la-
houring classes of Great Britain and Ireland generally
to send deputations toa conference of lulmurmg meu,
to be held on New Years' Day, in Manchester, for t_hfr
purpose of devising some effectual means for abtaining
the total repeal of the bread and provision taxes, and
the compensation of the long plundered bread eaters ;
and that the chairman and Messrs. Finnigan, Kelley,
Warren, Fothergil, P’erkins, Harrison, Morris, Neal,
and Nevile, with power to add to their number, be ap-
pointed the representatives of this meeting in the pro-
posed conference, and the committee for making
rrangements for . the convocation and holding of the
same.’’
[he Chairman thien read the following addresses :—

T0 THE WOREKING MEN OF GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND |

Fellow-sufferers,—We want a fair day’s wages for a
fair day's work. We want no charitable assistance
we want the privilege of being allowed to exervise our
labonr and skill ; and we demand, as a right, that the
return for our toil should flow to us untaxed, and re-
ward our efforts without being pillaged by the laws or
landowning legislators. For six and twenty vears the
landowaers of Great Britain and Ireland have been
taxung your labour and skill somewhere aboul £30,000,
0DO per annum, an amount three time as greet as the
éntire sum new paid in wages to the million and a quar-
ter persons depending: on the cotton m.nm!‘nc!_m-c for
support; a sum greater than the entire wages of all the
agricultural labourers in England, Ireland. Scotland, |
and Wales !

At the present moment corn aud provisions are sel-
linz at starvation prices; manufactured goods are a
ruinously low prices; wages are being daily reduced ;
thousands of men, willing and able to work, are saun-
tering listlessly along our streets, and the cries of starv-
ing women and of children perishing through want of
food ring in our ears and break even the sad stillness of |
{he midnight hour. Happiness has flown from the cot- |
tage of the poor, and is fast aeserting the mansion of |
the once rich. Knowledge, instead of being diffused |
throughout the land as the harbinger of mental supre- |
macy and the means of increasing and of securing the
zeneral good, is at a stand,or else is retiring reluctantly
within the walls of the rich man's palace. The public
health is deteriorating ; sickness dashes the last re-
maining drops within the poor man’s cup of felicity
from the hand which holds it.

Working men, are we to stand idly by while starva-
tion and misery, [INFLICTED BY LAw, make fearful
havoc amongst us? We want, first, IMMEDIATE RE-
LieF ; and, secondly, a permanent alteration of the
whole system. The intelligent and honest portion of |
of the middle class are willing to assist us in obtaining
a total repeal of the monopoly of food. This repeal |
would lower the price of our food, increase the demand
fer our labour, reduce the power of the aristocracy,
increase our political influence. and put us in a better
position for carrying on the war against the multitudi-
nous oppressors of the people, and by laying the foun-
dation of such a thorough, radical. effectual, and con-
sequently wise reform in our political institutions as
would redound to our honour, and canse millions yet
unborn to Dbless our virtuous struggles in the sacred |
eause of liberty.

One grand struggle and the food monopolies are
averthrown : one united effort and the cause which has
hoasted the lionest adherence of a Cartwright, a Cob- |
bett, and a Hunt, will be gloriously achieved. Let us |
make it.

Let all continne their agitation on abstract political |
questions. ' Let not a single effort in the cause of un- |
taxed food counteract another for the abolition of the
monopoly of legislation: one is the end, the other is
the means. Like men, struggle ye for both.

Again we call upon you to flock to our standard—to
meet with us—to protest with us—to demand justice
with us. United we shall conquer : united let us be.—
yVe are, vour fellow men,

Tue WorkiNg Mex or MANCHESTER.

THE ANTI-MONOPOLIST.

TO THE WORKING MEN OF BIRMINGHAM.

Fellow-workmen,—Differing upon many religious,
social, and political grounds, we are all agreed upon
one—that the corn and provision laws rob the labour-
ing classes and fatten and enrich the aristocracy, who
use the unholy wealth thus gained to annihilate the

rising demands for political justice which an enslaved |

but virtuous people continnally make. We have always

heen accustomed, when the word * Birmingham™ has |

heen pronounced, to consider it synonymous with the
love of justice and the hatred of oppression. The good
men and true of Birmingham are now called upon by
their brethren of Manchester to arouse from their re-
pose and lend their aid to cast down monopoly from its
blood enamelled throne; and, by giving immediate re-
lief to the unemployed and starving millions, to re-in-
spire them with hope and energy for the coming strug-
gle, which, without bloodshed or anarchy, shall
heave up the working classes from the depths of slavery
and place them on an equality with those whom the
abuse of power has factitionsly placed above them.
The bread and provision taxes enable the richest

| foreign ports against our goods,
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| had fallen to 72s. 1d. But wages, the chartist

argued, with the price of wheat, went up.
The man who in 1813 received 13s. per cut for
weaving a piece of cloth was raised to 20s, in
1814. He who had 22s. for 24 yards of 70
reed clothin 1813. was raised to 32s. in 1814—
[ ¢heers]: and he who had 14s. for 24 yards of
OG0-reed cambrics in 1813, was raised to 26s. in
I814. [Renewed cheers.] Now he would add
the test of I815 that wages depended on de-
mand and supply and’not on the price of corn.
;[tl 1815 the corn laws passed prohibiting the
import of corn from abroad till the price at home
reached 80s. The consequence was the close of

: The demand
for labour was checked, and the wages of the

hand-loom weaver, which had risen in 1814,

and most haughty faction in the country to live tax |

fres, and to revel in luxury, at the expense of the toil
and privations of the labouring classes. But this is
not all. These accursed monopolies prevent the ex-
tension of our foreign trade, make machinery the indi-
rect means of bringing down the value of human la-
bour by limiting the markets for the produce of the
machine, and thus causing an artificial redundancy of
productive power ; and prevent the production, distri-

| bution, and enjoyment of wealth by causing the labourer |

to be idle when he desires to work, and his belly to
be empty and his back bare when the exercise of his
industry and skill would, if his labour were free, more

than replace the food and clothing he consumed. Con- |

sequent upon all this is the creation of a vast amount of
sickness and of crime, and the prevention, in multi-
tudes of cases, of the diffusion of that moral and intel-
lectual education which must be the lever whereby the

human character is tobe exalted, and the happiness of |

the human family ultimately secured.

We ask the men of Birmingham to assist us in mak- |

ing a grand effort to sweep away this system of mono-
poly, and to obtain for the millions the compensation
they deserve. The people are starving; the empty
houses of Birmingham re-echo with the sad sounds of
starving poverty’s low wail; the whole empire protests
against the system. We do not ask you to lay down
your various political views; contioue all honest agita-
tions for every thing which is good. We should des-
pise you if you gave up ought to assist us. Keep your
opinions—abandon nothing ; but, in the name of hea-

ven, strike a blow alongside of usin behalf of the |

suffering, starving, toiling millions.—We are, your
fellow-men,
Tae WorginGg MEN oF MANCHESTER,
-'.

Mr. J.J. Finnigan seconded the resolution,

and noticed some of the fallacies of the Leach

and O'Connor chartists, respecting wages hav-

| ing fallen ‘betore the corn laws were put on,

though commerce had increased in a five-fold
ratio. These men, did not tell that from 1793
1794, the ports of Europe was as effectually
closed against our goods, as though the corn
laws had been in existence. IFrance was revo-
lutionized in 1793, and accordingly as the
French armis were successful or otherwise, the

' demand for labour varied and wages fluctuated

This continued till 1814. But the O'Conno-
rites were careful never to mention 1814—it
was a bugbear to them. (Laughter and cheers.)
Now how was it the handloom weavers had
not higher wages in 1812 than in any year from
1793 to the present time? In 1812 wheat
was 122s. per quarter, and vet wages were not
near so high as in 1814, when corn had fallen
to nearly half the price! (Applause.) Wheat

'in 1812 was 122s., in 1813 it was 136s. 6d.,

| but in 1814, when Europe was at peace, wheat

fell down below what they were even in 1813.
He who had 22s. in 1813 and was raised ta 32.
in 1814, now suffered a decline of wages to 18s.
Mr. Finnigan further illustrated the operation
of the price of corn upon wages by reference to
the years 1835 and 1841, and shewed that in-
stead of wagesrising with the price of food they
had decreased. The wages of the man who
had 18s. a week had deteriorated by the opera-
tion of the corn laws as much as 6s. 8d. per
week, between 1833 and the present time,
leaving out of account that the decrease in the
demand for labour was daily threatening him
with a reduction of wages in another shape, or
with starvation for want of any work at all.

Mr. Daly moved, the next resolution ;:—

“That this meeting, desirous of seeing the
immedaite elevation of the condition ofthe work-
ing classes, and knowing that the destruction of
tyranny can only be achieved by the union of all,
denounces all who seektoparalyze the efforts of
those of the working classes who are agitating
for a repeal of the bread-tax, by opposing
their depunciationsof that murderous monopoly,
under the false pretence of furthering the
agitation of the charter ; and that this meeting
calls upon all honest men, whatever their creed
or party may be, without ceasing to agitate for
any other good object, to assist in the coming
effort for the disenthralment of the bread-eaters
of Great Britain and Ireland.” -

Mr. Daly referred to the conduct of the chart-
isls in preventing the establishment of a Parthe-
non, and said he was sure if the people were
throughly educated. united, and sober, no

government could trample on the people as they
had done.

Mr. Baker seconded the resolution.

Mr. AcLaND then ceme forward amidst great
cheering and said—Mr. Chairman and working
men,—Our chairman has called to your recollection
the very feeling and cordial manner in which I was
responded to in this room some eight nights ago. 1
am glad to see the good feeling and union ?ﬁ]ith
seems to prevade this meeting. The resolution 1
rise to support holds out the olive branch of peace
to those of the chartists who have shown themselves
to be our enemies, as those who are our friends a-
mongst that body, for those who call themselves
chartists are not all opposed to the justice we claim
from theltory bread taxers. Itistheir paid leaders
who would sacrifice all the rest of them for the sake
of their pay. (cheers.) Let usfearlesslydenounce
these men, while we would take their dupes by the
hand. (cheeis.) These men are the abbettors of

corn laws—the tocls of our feudal oppressors,
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working out their designs, and lending their aid to
accomplish the destruction and degradation of their
fellow-men, (Hear, hear, and cheers.) But I}H
not let us denounce them—let us endeavour o Win
by fair and honest argument these men from the
ranks of the torv-tool chartists, by showing them
the dishonesty of their leaders, and the manner l:lj.'
which they have been humbugged into an opposi-
tion of the repeal of the corn laws. {.-\]1]r]:111:a1-.}
Sir, it strikes me we hardly need :ur;,-m-_tlu' Jus-
tice of repeal now—we have done that so often ".m.l
successfully. With whom are we to argue it ?
Surely not with the chartist leaders. The best
debater in parliament, Lord Stanley, has alrcady
admitted all we could wish on that head. Nay,
vou should not groan at him, you should 1‘:1!!|{-1‘
cheer him, and leave it for the Duke of Bucking-
ham and Sir Robert Peel to hiss him—(cheers and
laughter ;)—for he admitted at Lancaster, 1n an-
swer to a question from our friend, John Brooks,

Esq.—That the corn laws were intended to raise |

the agricultural produce. He admitted that if the
corn laws were repealed they would have to re-
duce their rents, and he admitted that 1t was the

reatest absurdity to suppose that the price of food
regulated the priee of labour. Now, with this ad-
mission from such a man as Lord Stanley, what
use itis to argue the question _'-.Tith the smaller fry
of politicians who come buzzing about out ars !
(Loud cheers.) Shall we argue it with some lit-
tle man who thinks he has been made great and
wise by becoming a chartist leader? (cheers.)

Shall we throw Lord Stanley to the winds and |

take in Feargus O’Conmor, or some little man who
thinks he understands the question becavse he is
paid a salary of 30s. a week for arguing against
the repeal of the corn laws? (Laughter.) Not
I—1I take Lord Stanly to bean admirable man
when he opens his mouth honestly. DBut those
who come to oppose us say the best way to get the
repeal of the corn laws is to get the charter. Now
I know that Feargus O'Connor, their recognised
head, would not, if he could help it, give us a re-
eal of the corn laws. I know he is a landowner
in the county of Cork, and his land is charged with
annuities to certain individuals,and hereceives only
the balance of rent after these are paid. I have
been in Ireland, and I know that the rest of his
estate yields him now a balance which it would
not yield him if the corn laws repealed. I read
Feargus O’Connor’s disinterested leaders in the
Northen Star against the repeal of the eorn laws
without surprise. His rents have got Ll{l through
these enactments, and this lionest leader of the
chartists, who was ever in the rear-guard when he
directed the people against the bayonets of the
goldiers, and only in the advanced guard when
they were running away—(Loud cheers) he has
an interest identical with the landlords. After al-
luding to the dishonest report of their proceedings
at a previous meeting given in the Northern Star,
Mr. Acland continued :—This may be taken as
pretty good evidence that the chartist leaders are
not very sincere in their professions, and our ob-
ject ought to be to EI‘I(FEEW{)UI' to rescue their
dupes, from under the misdirection of their dis-
honest leaders. How? By the means proposed
in this resolution ; by asking no man to give up
his political opinions to unite with us ; without re-
quiring them to give us one iota of their claims in
other matters. I think we have a right to this,
(A pi)lause.} I have told you that I am a charterist;
bntI have a little charter of my own. [Hear,
hear.] Ido not hold to the five points; I goa lit-
tle further, and I do not see why the chartists
should tie me down any more to thefive points
than that we should chain them to repeal. My
charter does not lead me to rest satisfied with
the House of Lords while the bishops are on its
nches, more than with the House of Commons;
and it goes a little further than Feargus O’Connor’s,
but never mind that, let us respect the opinions of
others and go for all that ‘is right.

1 would rot
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| ehrink from exposing the dishonest chartistleaders.
| These men have been playing a tory game.
| the elections they played it. They were paid to do

At

it. (Cheers.) O yes, they were paid to get up
meetings and sow disunion among the people, in
order to give the bread taxer an opportunity to tri-
umph. Mr. Acland went on to contend that corn
law repeal was making rapid progress, that the peo-
ple were capable of being made to thoroughly un-
derstand it if properly laid before them, and would
support it at every risk. He pointed to Tamworth,
he had gone there unknown, and called a public
meeting, the result of which was to convince them
the bread tax was unjust, and he raised a storm
there, the effects of which the tory leader would
feel as long as he was connected with the borough.
He referred to the tory persecution which the pro-
ceedings there had led to against the six men who
had suffered the petition against the bread tax to
lie for signature at their dwellings, and declared
his intention to start a subseription for presenting
them with a substantial testimonial. (Applause.)

| He again advised the meeting not to slacken their
| efforts, but stand forward resulutely to assist any

man who would stand forward to assist them in

secking honestly, to obtain bread {or the hungry, |
| and to clothe the naked.
At the conclusion of Mr. Acland’s speech the |

chairman stated that the business of the meeting
was over: but that Mr. Hill, editor of the Daily
Bread Circular, had a plan to lay before them for

| the repeal of the corn laws, and, as he thought

they should be always open tolearn. Mr. Hill

then explained his proposition, and propused the

following resolutions, which were carried :—
“That with a view to its being shown peaceably

and orderly that there is little hope of a repeal of

the corn and provision laws, uiless the people
show their determination not to indure them, and
on the principle that taxation without representa-
tion is unconstitutional and unjust, it is the opinion
of this meeting that the plan of the National Daily
Bread Society should be put into active operation
in Manchester forthwith, se that by the time of the
degutatiuns assembling, the results may be seen,
and they, on their return, may spread it in their
respective localities, and that this assembly will
strenuously exert themselves in its promulgation.”

“That a committee be appointed to carry it into

execution ; and that such committee do consist of

Messrs. Watkin, Warren, Neal, Perkins, Finni-
gan, Morris, and Neville, if they will consent to
act as the collectors of the Daily Bread Fund,
with power to add to their number, and of Mr.
Hill ; and that a committee be requested to make
application to the upper and middle class, reques-
ting them to countenance and further the efforts
of the committee.”

- —— e |

POETRY.
A FRAGMENT FOR THE PEOPLE,

BY C.CRITCHLEY PRINCE,

It is not sad to eee a mase of men,—

The sinews of the state—the heart of wealth—
The never-failing life blood of the land ;—

Is it not sad to see them stand like trees,

Swayed by the breath of every wind that blows ;—
Drinking with greedy ear the specious tale

Of some deluding orator ? And, when

The artful speaker with a flourish makes

The accustomed paunse, shouting they know not why,—
Acting they know not how—till, having sent

The exulting demagogue in triumph home,

They find, alas ! what they have ever found,

For freedom—sgcorn, and words instead of bread.

When will this suffering people learn to think,
And, thinking, learn to know the good from ill,—

| The tme fom false— the metal from the dross ?

When will the ¥ wat h thelr own {rail #te pe, and shun
That subtle serpent shining in thelir path

Whose glance 1& aanger, and whese toneue is dealth ?
Behold, the to wn 18 all a tir; each house

Eends forth ite eager 10t Lo and {fro
Promiscous erowis are burrying in hasg

With haggard looks and savage ; in the alr

Gay banners flaont it hravely, square and ilieet
Echio the sound of musie, and the shouts

OF gathered multitudes : in Heason's eyes

This is a foolish jubilee of shiame,

When Britons sell their manhood for a promise,
““Held to the ear, but broken to the hope. ™

A few more hours of riotous display
Of wolfish warfare and of party strife—
And night ehall draw her curigin o' er a sceéne

Unworthy of the glory of the sun :

‘Then shall this mase of artisans retire

To pass the midnight in a made debauch,

4Ll morn shall wake them to a painful sense

Of all that is and has been,—babes without food,
Wives without peace,—themselves without a hope

Of aught gave venrence for a thousand worngs,
Poor eons of Loil ! yonr destiny is dark, '
Without the light of knowledge : gad your lot,
Without the eheering influence of truth
Vaipn your resolves, til virtue shall inspire

Y our souls with moral dignity, and bring

l e I_.u'l.l,: r Lo Win '.'l..la:ﬂ. 'r_Hnl has FivieEn I I' .1.'.

Oh ! thon Almighty and Benefient God |
Beneath Lhy epan of glorious heaven, 1 knee]
Upon thine own fair earth, and ask of thee
The boon of truth and lit Erty for man
Look down, | pray thee, on this groaning land,
Wherec Wrong rides rampant o'er the prostrate form
Of helpless Hight—where erime of every shape
| 1s rife, and that of greatest magnitude
Allowed to go unpunished, True it is,
I ' hat harsh injustice is the chief of all.
The flower of social virtue scarcely lives.
But droops and saddens n
That grow on every eide ;
Upon the Lhre shold of a thousand homes
The holy bonds of brotherbood are loosed
And Man, a worshipper of Belf, lifts up
His hand against hls neighbour ; every door
Of misery and death is opened wide ;
Madnese, and suicide, and murder bring

Unnumbered vietims to the ready grave ;

" - 1
ud the weeds of vice

gaunt Famine sits

In [:Lll-h prisons IMany pine And dle,
And many on their own cold hearthis onseen ;
SOme 1 -|||'a r -i:.Lh ”.- .ir E.l LOWE LI distress,

snatch at the meaus of life, and find their way
To lonely dungeons, and are sent afar,

From wife and children severed, o'er the seas,
Or else, perchance, the gallows is their fate,
Whicl waits to 1ake them from a cruel world.
0 God of Mercy, Justice, Love, and Feace |

How 1o r must we de sralr ! When wilt thou make
This part of thy creation like the rest !

Thy universe 1s wonderful and vast,

And beautiful, and pure ; sustained and kept

Hy Thee in perfect harmony for ever !

Then why should Man, thine image, still remain
The jarnng string of thiue eternal harp !

DBright essence of all Good | Oh, deign to gfﬂ

To human hearts a portion of the bliss

Which thou hast promised in thy written Word!
Give to the nations '..'lfrgl::«', and love,

Aud plenty of the fruits of thy fair earth,

And charity, and knowledge, and a thirst

For Truth's bright fountaius, aud a trusting hope,

| To share, at last, thine immortality !

LINES ON THE BREAD T:&X.

By a Minister of the Anti-Corn Law Conference.

‘¢ Shall starving millions sweat and teil,
To plough for pamper'd Lords the Soid
And pamper'd Lords deny them bread,

Or only let them be half fed ?

Forbid it Heaven ! forbid it Earth !

That so much wrong be done the Serf,

Are these things so—can we be men—
True-born —free-born Englishmen 1

It should not—shall not, long o be,

If our hearts be true, or our minds be fres,

And such as these were the Barons bold,

Whe wrested from John, Magna Charta of old;
They trnsted to God, and a righteous cause,
And they repealed unrighteous laws.

Qur eanse ia a just one—deny it who can,

With the breast of a woman, or head of a man,
Let us then with our wrongs the welkin rend,
And our prayers for redress, to Heav'n aseend ;
For never in vein shall millions pray,

When thousands scornfully turn away

From the poor mans cries—the injured’s wrongs,
When they speak with the force of a million tOngues,
Let our hearts be true, andour minds be free,
And Lordly disdain shall humbled be ;

—To force, concede, what to right it denies,

| When aesail'd by hunger's menacing cries.’
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Tﬂ IIB“LH RS AND CORRESPONDINTS.

TO THE WUHKING MENS' ANTI. CORN
LAW ASSOCIATIONS, AXD OTIHER
BODIES OF WORKING MEN FAVOUR-
ABLE TO THE I1MMEDIATE ABOLI-
TION OF MONOPOLY.

As will be seen from the Report in another pait
of this paper, it was unanimously resolved, at a
Jarge P'ubilc Meeting of the Working Classes, that
the Conference of Labouring Men, be held on l\ W
Year's Day.

We now desire all bodies of working men, fa-
vourable to our course, immediaitely to  discuss the
matter and appoint Representatives, and to favor
us with their names as soon as possible. Those gs-
gociations and others, unable, from want of funus,
to send a Representative, can either send us their
opinions by {ettvr. or cail appoint some one in
whom they can confide, residing in Manchester, as
their orzan.

It is intended, unless somethine oceurs to alter

the arrangement, to hold the Conference in the
Old Manor Court Room, or the Corn Exchanue,

and to commence at eight in the morning. 'The
gitting to continue till twelve, and recommence at

w y termind sither by a Publie Meeting | e
two, and to terminate either by a Public Meeting | (o) 00 1o 0a proteeded that vast tree of liberty

or a Tea Party.

Every llvpusenhtne is expected to bring, ready
written, a Statement of the General C nmlltmu and
Opinion of the Labouring Classes in his locality.

Communications to be directed to the Committee,
eare of Mr.Hopgsox, 99, Cannon-st., Manchester.

THE ANTI-VIONOPOLIST.

TUESDAY,

e

NOVEMBER 16, 1841.

SixcE our last publication the ball ofagitation
has been kept rolling—slowly in some places—

and rapidly in others. In Manchester the op-

peratives have been working vigourously, and
we hope successfully. We are glad to see
the working men beginning to take the lead in

the agitation. With some of the large master
manufacturers the abolition of monopoly has

been demanded principally as a matter of profit.

THE ANTI-MONOPOLIST.

peal—total repeal nml—af'nm*r.?:r;.\'rmH. This
looks like business!  TLong havel wi

to Lthe aMizltoorney——"* | '

we Cry i add:ition=—** Restore the milliong ool

ol which vou have swindled us V'’
» ! It 1) |
From the resolutions and addresses puhlish

ed 1 ancther part of this number, it will be

llr ) I["i! of f! :H”“, (0

e e Sl

0, 00), or about as

penny of Compens=ntion, they have aright to the
whole ol the lan naving LY lor il by ealing

taxed tood ol Lianded

Lord Sftrm’fy i

six and twenty vears,

Anstocrals ! look 1o it,

seen that a conference of wor 1\711-1' men is 1o take | admitted that the Corn Lans f.'f'r;u up rents,

and raise the price of bread—thus roblbing the
tthis meeting the future course of the peaceable |

]}!‘.u:l' in Manchester on New Year ]]n. At
and rational portion of the working .classes must
be resolved upon. Wisdom must preside at the
council,and energy must reign while the matured
plans of the conference are carried out. f thie
deputations decide wisely, and act with promp-
titude and courage, the page of history may
shine with the glorious deeas of this parliament
of the people, and future generations may look

back with pride upon them, as the seeds from

under whose green leaves & vigourous branches
they are reposing in peace—free, contented and
happy. Great care, then, ought to be taken by
constituencies which send deputations. Letno
man come who does not thoroughly understand
the question—above @/, let honest men be sent.

Let them come [rom a sense of solemn duty,

not for the sake of making a figure, or of hav-

| as it ought to do,

When profits were momentarily good and busi- |

ness brisk, we heard little complaint aguinst
the accursed system which they have at last so
vehemently denounced. With the working men,
however, it is a question of life or death—
“ Bread, orwe die!"” It is not regarded either
by them solely as a question of immediate re-
lief, but as the stepping stone to greater changes
in the general system.
monopolies is viewed by the millions as the ga-
thering together of provisions and stores would
be by a congrezating army, as the first neces.
sary step ina mighty struggle.

We are, therelore, glad to see our working-

ing the eyes of the count'y directed towards
them. Let us have a * parliament” of honest,
sober-thinking men, and the cause will prosper

in their hands.

COMPENSATION.

*“ ComrrxsaTioN !” roared out the Borough-

moncers, when the hounseless towns of Gation

‘and Old Sarum were ruthlessly popped into

schedule A.

owners, and unluckily they got it!

Compensation said the slave-
Compen
sation, say the Bread Taxed millions, and if they
Colonel

Thompson has conferred another favor upon lhe

are true to themselves they will getit,

country by suggesting the idea. Already it has

' created some stir in the ranks of the monopo-

The repeal of the food |

. S : : : :
mens  association calling a meeting of working- |

men deputed from traces, mills, workshops, and
of their *“ order” generally as our friends did on

Tuesday, Nov. 2, in Carpenters®Hall, and there, |
on their own behalf, and without aid or counte-

»ance from the middle classes, demanding re- Thus,

lists, and we have a shrewd guess that whnen
they hear it demanded at public meetings, all
over the country, and when they see the tables
of the House of Commons loaded with petitions,
praying for it, they will tremble in their high
places, and become confirmed in their
that the people are * very immoral ! and are
sadly in want of Church Extension.

The Burden cf the Corn aud Provision Taxes
1-= £50,000,600 a year.

Lw.'s have been in vperation twenty-six years,

The present Corn

during this period, the people have been

belief

people to bencfit you—here you see that you
have forfeited your lands—you have foreed
the people to buy them from you. Take care
you do not staree them until as one man they

- demand to have,what has been paid for by the

sweat and toil of mi lions, Uy the unutterable

misery of those who ought to have been happy,
rmd by the ;rreunrmn' death of thousands. !/

UNJUST LAWS.

‘Those portions of a Nobleman's estate which

‘are laid out in plantation ground do not pay

any thing in the shape of poor rates, while the

 cottage of the Poor man must pay. For in-

|

stance, all the ground which is growing wood
upon Lord Wilton's estate, does not contribute
one farthing to the support of the Poor.

The following duties are payable on goods
sold by auction :—Onsheep’s wool, the produce
of any part of the United Kingdom, a duty of 2d.
for every 20s.; on any interest in possession, or
reversion, on any freehold, customary, copyhold,
or leasehold lands and tenements,--on any shares
in the stock of any corporation or chartered

company,—on any ships or vessels,—on any
annuily or reversionary interest in the publie
lunds,—on plate or jemwels, a duty of 7d. for
every 20s. The above are things which Poor
men never own.  On furniture, fixtures, books,
and all chattels whatsoever, a duty of ls. i

charged for every 20s..worth sold. ‘1 he last are
things which a Poor man may have to sell hy

- | auction, and therefore they pay the hichest dus
' ty.  He pays six times as much in duty as the

Farmer.who sells hiz wool by auction. and nears
ly twice as much as the Lord, who sells his es-
tate or jewels by auction. Yet the Farmers and
' Lundholders pay all the l*nr:q‘ 11

b%LFOHD YOUNG 1\11 S ANTI-
MONOPOLY ASSOCIATION.

A meetine of the members of this branch of
the Association was held on Wednesday even-
ing, October 27th., in the School-room, under
the Umtarian Chapel, Greengale, when an
L essay was delivered by Mr. Chilion, one of the

{ council. on tie efect that a re peal of the corn-

' laws would produce on the rate

of wages. A
very spirited discussion ensued, in whicl, several
chartists took part; and we can only say, that
if the whole boay was actuated by the same
desire for reason and argument, a speedy
adjustment might easily be made of the ditfe-
rences which now exist between two most im.
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1y

portant and uselul portions of the operative

clusses.  The meeting, which was pretty nu-
mero ' wed with o verv animated and |
eloguent reply Feom the essavist, who nnswer-
e, nost  efe Ively, all the arcdments adl-

Vaneed against hias posiion. We are glad to
be nbile to state that this Hli'll"l“"l hranch ol the

Association s steadily |nrn*:.1*l‘l'.'-=-~;-lli_1'- awd the

Seeretary intorms us that l:un.-uitlul'u"ﬂt: nuoes- |

gions are made weekly to tie number of its
meinbers,

THE TIMBER DUTIES.

It is owing to the cperation of our Timber
Duties that the working clisses in Great Bri-
tain, and particalarly in Scotland and Irelind,
are so wretchedly lodged; an evil by which
the whole commuuity suffers.  The Timber of
America is not adapted, eitherin size, strength,
durability or price for the wood work of small
Louses. For the beams, rool-timbers, or other
parts in which there is strain or exposure, it is
considered totally untit; and were it stronger,
the waste in reducing its size to the proper di-
mension prevents the application of it to such
small buildings. The duties upon the kind of
wood alone, suitable for the poor man’s habita-
tion, which is the small sized logs, deals, and

battens of Norway, and the Baltic coast render |

it impossible for the lower, or even the middle
classes to lodge themselves comlortably or even
decently. It affects the price not merely of the
good building material, which these countries

planted fir-wood, which no prudent man can
use in any work that is intended to last 20 years.

If onr labouring classes understood their own
interest, they would flnd that the timber duties
press as heavily npon them as the corn laws
A dry, warm, light, comtfortable roomy dwel-
ling, such as induces a man to stay al home,
keeps him out of the ale-house, and his family
out of the doctor's books, would be a real im-
provement in the condition ol the workineg man,
which he would obtain ly the total abolition

of the timber laws, and which would in no way |

effect the rate of his wages. ‘There is, perhaps,
no one cause which drives the labouring man
to the spirit and beer shop so muoh as the want
of a comlortable, decent dwelling to retire to
when the work of the day is over. This timber
duty, is the most pernicious, nerhaps, in the
whole range of British taxation, it stands also
in the way of the industry of numerous aud im-
portant classes in the middle rank of life. It
prevents, lor example, the industrious sea-faring
man, who has gathered a little money, from
ever oblaining that object of every seaman’s
ambition, a small vessel ol hisown. It ix not
necessary that small vessels of a small class
should be of oak: Prissian and Norweeim
ships of large burden are built of pine. If the
duty upon the east country timher weire aholi-
ghed, our small capitulists would form a float-

ine population, envaczed in the varions trades

of communication antd convevance hetween the |

British, Lrish, and Foreign consts. Bl the du-
lies put it out of the reach ot small C:'I'[nil:nli:-lﬁ
to have such vessels asare suited to their means,
and as the same class in other countries, hav
ing a free timber trade, are able to fit out. Tt
costs as much with us to make a herring boat
as 1t should require for a coasting sloop.—

Lang's Normay.

C—
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PLE OF THE CORN LAVWS.

BY J C. 8YMOXS,

The open intercourse that happily exists amongst
all ¢lnsses on public questions removes any chance
of entire lrnoranee ol them, and the knowl 'l!;.:'-.‘
rec ived througzh this mediom enables, 10 a great
dsrree. their minls to decide in their encourage-
| ment to the question temporarily agitated for the

public amelioration. One of thes: questions open-

ing that facility for the mere discrimination of right
| and wrong is the qu wtion of the Corn Laws, as it
' assimilates to the disposition, on an international
| seale, of a division of employments in a private
concern, each servant applying himself to that
{ which he ean do hest, and the Corn Laws to the
' productions that are indigenous to the soil of dif-
| forent ¢ untries, and their necessary exchange.—
' We have individually formed our opinion of the
| Corn Laws through this view, the minutiee of the
question beinz the narrow consilderation of private
and class interests, unreasonably admitted into dis-
cussion with the profussed test of our modern sys-
stem of lecisiation, ¢ the happiness of the greatest
numbers.”  We have been highly pleased with the

Corn Laws, by J. C. Symons, in his * Arts and
Ariizans,” and present it to our readers:—

ts The principle and advantages of division of
employments, hold good equally among nations,
as among trades in the same nation. But I go still
further, and I assert, that this principle is still

more advantareous between nations than between

tradess for particular countries have alwavs some

uatnral or indigenous facilty, in the production of
uudl | certain articles, over and above the skill in per-
could furnish at a cost lower than the duty now |
levied upon it; but it raises our worthless |

fecting them, which practice imparts, ‘I hus, 1f

France, for instance. has a peculiar advantage in
s s 5 1 I " . S

producing silks, and England in producing knives,

and only 40 picces of cutlery; making only 90
commodities.
“ Now, the first case is the case of free trade:

| the latter is the case of restrictions on trade ; and

| cates of Iree trade tuke their stand,

| following clear exposition of the Principle of the ‘

ee—

|1t s manifestly to their mutual advantace to ex- |

change British surplus knives with French surplus
silks ; and for this plain reason, that if France re-
fused to take Enoland’s knives, and devoted a part
of her lahour to make knives herself. it is quite

| ¢lear that, as she labours under disadvantages for |

making them, she would produce in a given time,
a less amount and a worse quality of knives, than
| she eould have produced of silks: which silks, had
| she exchanced for English knives, would have pro-
duced. with the same labour, a larger amount. and
| better quality, of cutlery for France. I will repeat

| this in another form, because, as the whole theory
| of free-trade i eentred and contained in the advan-

tage I am here endeavouring to describe, it is es-
' sential we should have a very clear notion of it.—'
I will suppose, then, that France with 12 hours
labour can produce 100 pieces of cutlery; we will

suppose that ench of these eountries wants for it. |

' own us® 60 pieces of silk and 50 pieces of cutlery

| The question ig, whether they will do best to ex-

| change the 50 extra pieces of silk with the 50 extra
pieces of cutlery, or, whether they will do better

- each of them to devote six hours of every day to
the other commodity ?

“ Put thourh France ean make 50 pieces of silk
in six hours, it is evident that it by no means fol-
lows that France can make can make 30 pieces of
cutl'ry in that time. On the contrary, the case
we have taken, is that in which France possesses
creater facilities for making silks than knives;
therefore, if France makes 50 vieces of silk in six
hours, she will neeessarilv. make a lesser number
of ;I s of eutlerv—say 4()
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makes nothing but silks, keeping fifty pieces for

thus the latter produces 10 per cent less wealth
then where interchange is Iree.

*This is the broad ground on which the advo-
On the
stren:th of this principle we assert, THAT INAs-
MUCH AS TRADE Is KESTRICTED, COMMOIMTIES
ALE DIMINISHED ; and with commoditics wayes,
since wages can alone consist in commodities.”

Manechester, Nov. 1841. M.

MR, WAKLEY—THE WHIGS—ANDp DEAR
DRIEAD!
“ You must not go for the Abolition of the Corn Laws, bee

cause il you do you will bring the W higs back again !"'—Speech
of Mr. Wakley, M. ., at the mecting wn M. Luae's, Faruh,

A shoit time ago, had we been asked, we should
have said that we had never heard more than two
arguments in favour of the continuance of starva-
lion by law. We have at last found another, and
now present our readers with the “three graces”
in all their naked beauty. The first was the cele-
brated declaration of the Duke of Buckingham,
“ That if the corn laws were repealed, if protection
were taken away from the landed interest—HE
would scll his property and leave the country to
its fate " The second was brought out in rather a
novel way. A gentleman who attended one of our
lectures, was observed to pay such marked atten-
tion to the lecturer, that when the proceedings
were over he was urged to become a member of
the association. This he stead’ly refused to do,
and for some time declined to give his reasons, for
a course which was rendered strange by his admis-
At
length he iet out the secret.—ZHe was @ PAWN=
BROKER, lie said, and in 1835 and 1836, when
food was low in price he did not clear expenscs
—but since food had been high, he had done ex-

ceedingly well, and had opened, in addition to las

sion that the lecturer * had convinced him.”

street, and,

old establishment, a new shop, in

he added, if you repeal the Bread Tax, my in-

| creased expenses will ruin me.

herself, ana exchanging the other fifty against the |

| knives of B ;—-it appears in this case, that A en-
| jovs for her twelve hours' labour fifty pieces of silk,
and 50 pieces of cutlery, making 100 commodi-
ties. And it appears that when she divides the
same labour, between making silk and knives,
refusing to exchange with her neighbour, she en-

The third is the sapient declaration of Mr. Wak-
ley, with which we have rnamented the heading
of this article. Now, first, be it observed—the
declaration was made in the Parish of St. Luke's,
and within a short distance of that celebrated es-
tablishment, within the wall of which gentlemen of

' too ardent z'r.rmé,rt}mtr'an-—ﬂr insane gfwn'wm-u as

the vulgar call them, are confined. This is an
important fact, as it gives evidence of the existence
of a sympathy “in Mr. Wakley's soul,” with cer-
tain situations. We rccommend it to the lovers
of scienev—as the deductions from it might be
1

o ot
LG i

valuable and applicable to more cases than
one. Mr. Wukley's saw imounts to this—* 1{'you
ccase to starve the people, the Whigs will put out
the Tories—continue to starve them, and this un-
wished-for consummation will not happen. There-
fore according to Mr. Wakley—the starvation of

the people is the condttion on which the Teries held
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office. This we steadfastly believe, and we believe
too, that both Buckingham and the Pawnbroker
will be protected—so long as Peel remains unop-
posed by the universal voice of the people. Wak-
ley says, “don't shout or you will break the spell.”
W e have hinted that the atmosphere at St. Luke’s
might have some influence on the brain of the
member for Finsbury—but we forgot that the
“‘Fire King,” as his friends, the Tories, call him was
Coroner for Middlesex ; and albeit we are unwil-
ling to charge him with so grave a crime against
humanity—we still cannot help thinking of the
Pawnbroker, who, by the by, is considered to be
a liberal and benevolent fellow by many—and won-
dering whether the fact that the corn laws throw
many a good fee into the coroner’s pocket,
the shape of tnquests upon poor wretches who have
died through lack of food, has had any influence
in producing a declaration, which has caused Buck-
ingham to chuckle, and Peel to smile on his soi-
dis-ant radical supporter.

We are no friends to either Whigs or Tories—
but we say do justice to the starving millions, and

fear not the consequences.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A CORN.-LAW
REPEALER.
CHAPTER 1V.
[ Continucd from our last.)

The dormitory in which we passed the first night
of our vassalage to Messrs. D , was a long,
low, whitewashed hole, thronged with wooden
sleeping places. The ** beds” were very small,
but small as they were, four and sometimes six
of the lads, apprenticed to the firm, were cram.-
med into each one. The bed-clothes were of
the coarsest desciiption, and miserably scanty.
Instead of the boisterous and rude greeting
which it might have been expected we should
receive from the ‘‘ older inhabitants,” our ac-
cession to their ranks was apparently a matter
which excited little notice ; a few boys stared ar
us in a dull, vacant manner; a few others saidl
a few woids to one or two of us, and then we
appeared to have quietly settled down into the
dull, montonous track which they had trod so
long. I wondered at this indifference of man-
ner at the first. Too soon, however, I learnt
why it happened, Their energies were destroy-
ed by the inhuman cruelty which condemned
them to work out life and youth, in order to
bring gold into their masters’ pockets.

A miserable night it was to our sleepless senses,
apparently drawing to a close, when the loud
and harsh-pealing of the factory bell produced
an immediate stir amongst the sleepers around
us. Numbers immediately jumped out of their
haid beds, and Lurried on their trowsers and
shirts ; a few lingered as if wishing to rest till
the very last, and were only induced to rise by
the sudden appearance of the master of the
house, who, cane-in-land, drove all, ourselves
included, from their beds, and as goon as a few
clothes could be hurried on, led us all through
the snow which covered the large yard leading
to the scene of our future labours, and handed
us over to the oyerlooker, under whose care we

were to be placed. The morning was dark as
pitch, for the clock had but just struck four, and

the great oil lamps, with which the mill was |

lighted, gleamed faintly through the sombre at-
mosphere. Shivering in every limb, our teeth
chattering from the intense cold, we were made
to sit upon some pieces of wood, in a little cor-
ner, which was lighted by a single lamp, and
some waste cotton or sweepings, being thrown
down before us, we were shewn which to put
into the large basket, and which into the small
one, both ol wkich stood behind the cotton,—
Here we kept picking out the cleanest, and ay-
ing aside the oily and dirty portions, until “the

sound of the bell and the striking of the clock |

informed us that it was eight o’clock, and that
the time for breakfast was come. With alacri-
ty we answered the summons, and going under
the convoy of our keeper, marched to the house
and took our places with the rest of the appren-
tices, both male and female, upon some rows of
forms in our dirty-looking ** breakfast room.”
Here, a brown earthenware dish, containing
about half a pint of zery thin gruel, a small
piece of brown bread, and a wooden spoon were

given to each ; and when the scanty fare was |

hastily despatched, we were again driven across
the yard, and placed at our several employ-
ments,

We picked away until twelve o’clock, when
the bell again rung as the signal for dinner.
Again we entered the house, where we found,
in addition to the forms, two rows of narrow deal
tables ; around these we took our position. Po-
tatoes, and a very small modicum of blue milk,
formed our *“ sumptuous” repast. Atone o'clock
we were at work again, where we continued un-
til eight v'clock in the evening, at which hour,
owing to our being * new hands,” although the
hands generally continued their work until nine,
we were permitted to adjourn to our supper, and
thus finished our hard day’s labour, with a kind
of echo of the morning's meal, We were soon
hurried off to bed. My companions soon gave
signs of their being in the arms of Morpheus, by
snoring most melodiously ; for my part, the no-
velty of the day’s occupation, the singularity
of our treatment, and of the people amongst
whom I found myself, together with the noise
occasioned by fresh batches of hands coming to
their rest, contributed, tired as I was, to keep
me awake for some time. 1 had been too much
occupied during the day to think of Mary, and
of our parting ; and now, that 1 had leisure to
recal the past, I was so much troubled, by
thoughts of what had taken place more recent-
ly, that I could only revert to what saddened
me the most—as to a great evil—seen through
a mist of more immediate, though minor trou-
bles. At last, however, I tired mysell with me-
ditating upon my prospects at the mill, and then
recalled with tears, my parting from the only
friend my childhood could boast of. 1 cried,
until worn-out nature gave up the contest, and
I fell into a sound and refreshing sleep, which
was only broken by the sudden ringing of the
bell which again called us forth to labour beyond
our strength.

For the remainder of the week, we worked,
with the slight intermissions of meal times, from
about four in the morning until eight ; and
gometimes nine at night, and on the last day we
continued our labour until within an hour of

unday morning. We then were conducted in-

to an old boiler-house, and made to strip and
wash ourselves in warm water—a luxury to
me—a sad source of annoyance to others. This
was usually observed with the new comers anc
occasionally, but rarely, with the older inmates.

On the Sunday morning we were called at «
late hour, just in time for dinner. As it was
Sunday, we revelled in the luxury of about an
ounce of meat to our usual weekly allowance of
potatoes; and, after dinner, the oldest of
the boys were allowed to stroll out, a privilege
only made use of by those whose knowledge of

| the neighbmtl'homl made them confident of meet-

ing somewhere with greater pleasures, despite
the snow, than could be found under the roof
which they seemed glad enough for au hoar or
two to quit.

And now, reader, the master and mistress be-
ing comfortably ensconced in their own pii-
vate apartment,where the ennui, w]:icl.ln seclu-
ded life might peradventure inflict, when the
active operatives of the week-day were, for a
short period, dispensed with, was being scared
away by rum and water, tobacco, and the socie-
ty of a few choice spirits. 'We will, with your
permission, lay before you a brief description of
the inmates of this *“ prison with the tall chim-

'ney.” As you have, no doubt, already gather-

ed, the apprentices were almost entirely the

- outpourings of the workhouses, and more espe-
' cially of those of the south of England.

The
children were either the illegitimate off-
spring of the pocr—the orphans which expiring
wretchedness could not provide for—or the
children of dissipated and heartless parents whose
laziness and profligacy prevented their main-
taining the poor little sufferers from their vile
conduct, Messrs. D—, took these children off
the hands of the parish, with the understanding
that for seven years they were to receive food,
board, clothes, washing and lodging, in return
for their work ; and that at the end of the pe-
riod of apprenticeship, they would be suffici-
ently instructed in the mysteries and intricacies
of cotton-spinning, as to be able to earn for
themselves an independent livelihood. The pa-
rish officers signified their intention of visiting
the mills, at stated periods, in order to ascer-
tain whether the children were properly attend-
ed to or mot. These visits ought to have been
paid. Sometimes the governor of some coun-
try workhcuse, anxious for a little change of
scene, would make a visit to Messrs. . ...'s,
the excuse for an out at the expense of the pa-
rish ; but rarely, if ever, did he enter the mill or
look at the children, satisfied with the Lospita-
lity which he was sure to meet with, and with
the eating and drinking which was made to give
him the idea that Messrs. D....s's were
“damned good fellows ;" and that the lot of an
apprentice was a most enviable one. Alas!
could the parish authorities have seen the poor
children, surely public justice would, the in-
stant their condition was made known, have
hunted from society the wretches who could
permit such wholesale destruction of life and
happinese. I sicken when I reflect upon the
horrors of that place! Butto return ; five out
of every six of the oldest inmates were deformed
in their bodies or limbs, and this in consequenee
of the severe and unnatural labour which they
Lad to undergo
of age, would be placed in the mill and made to
work for somewhere about six teen hours a day'!

- " -

A litlle boy, five or six years
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and, at times, when “ things were zood,” would
be forced to work four and twenty hours on a
stretch ! This, and similar things, added to the
natural weakliness of many of the children, and
the insuflicent diet, caused the spines of num-
bersto lose theerectness, and their legs to grow
crooked. Yes, so much dufnrmel had many
become, that it was matter of jest in the neigh-
bourhood, that D....s could show more bow-
legs, knock-knees and crooked backs, than any
man in England.

I'HI* \T l)l B[l‘l\[['\l(:r[lﬂl

B!R.’lff.\’(rff.-i_'lf, Monday Evening,
half-past Ten.
The uplr'mlld Town Hall was thrown open on

Monday evening for the purpose of enabling the
Men of Birminzham to hear an Address from
Mr. Cuartis, of Ohio. Mr.t Scholefield was an-
noanced to take the chair, and did so at six
o'clock, when there were about 6,000 persons |
pruw'ﬂ Richard Cobden, ]:ﬂrl came from Lea- |

nunrrtu 1. on the invitation of the Committee, and |
was on the platform, with Joshua Scholefield,
Esq. M. P., Joseph Sturge, Esq., \I--ww
Boulton, Salt, an:d many ullwr Friends of Free
lrmle. |

\We recret. however, to state that from six
to eight o'cloc 'k not a sincle sentence was heard,
one continued clamour being maintained by a
knot of Bread-Tax '[.—h.’ll“'.htH from the moment
the chair was taken to the dissolution of the
meetineg. This manifestation of despotic irration- |
alism. was under the guidance of a fellow named |
WHITE, who' calls himself a CHARTIST
LEADER. and who conducted himself through-
out the entire proceedings with a degree ol in-
solence truly :11~:|| stine.  Another Chartist |
Leader, Mr. THOMPSON, felt called upon to
DENOUNCE this WHITE as a TRAITOR
to their C 's.{"'iE—’Hkiw_r him his price—
charging him with being a TORY TOOL— |
and expressing his DISGUST at his OUTRA- |
GEOUS and UNMANLY CONDUCT. |

The moment the Chairman, at the instance
of Mr. Sturge, announced the dissolution of the |
meeting, a rush was made upon WHITE by |
Imr-u.nh near him on the gallery platform and a I
tremenduous call burst forth from the body of
the Hall to throw the Bread-Taxer over. His
hat tell among them and was torn into a thou-
eand 1111&1'4*‘—-!1117. Mr. Sturge and others return-
ed good for evil, shielded the man from perso-
nal violence, and escorted him to the stairs,
where a policeman took him into his charge and
showed him the direct mway to the street, when
he was glad to escape by a quick march through
the adjacent lanes.

The affair has produced a noble re-action
against the miserable tools who affect to desire
liberty for all—yet refuse the right of utterance
to the advocates of bread for th{‘ hungzry, and
remunerative w ages to the UT‘IE‘T’I]':I].U‘L'UI (.hlll.ll H1 l
of imi-wlr}‘ !

S
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MEETING AT ST. LUKE'S.

A public meeting was held in the parish of |
8t.Luke’s, on Monday, to consider the proprie-
tv of forming an Anti-Monopoly Association.
Nearly 2,000 persons, of the most influential
character, were present, Col. THoMPSON was
called to the chair, amidst loud cheers.

Mr. S, ALrLeN read an address on the evils of

| come over to them.

| (Cheers.)

THE ANTI.MONOPOLIST.

class legislation, and ealled upon them to assert
their natural rights, They had asked for a repeal |
of the Corn Liaws, they had failed, and they now |
sought the abolition of “all monopolies, and invit- |
ed all classes to join them. |

Mr.Warnker said that the meeting wisher to |
to take measures for the formation of an Anti- |
'\[.111:}11:1|\. Association, in the 1r| wee of the loeal
Anti-Corn-LawAssociation, which had been dis-
solved, without |umfllt‘||1: the slichtest effeet
upon the legislature, He then moved a motion
to abolish, not only the corn and provison laws,
but likewise all other monopolies.

A. R. Suaw, Esq., seconded the re zolution.

Mr. GoonrFELLow having also addressed the
meeting, —a Chartist of Birmingham attempted
to et a hearing, but was opposed by the commit-
tee. when ereat confusion ensued, and ultimate-
Iy he was n-wci:-r-llwl from the platform.

Colonel THOMPSON xl-' lit was customary t"ru
the chairman to address the me etine on ope nin r

the business of the eveninz. IHe had been ]11. ven-
ted by a Iuii;l]}‘l'll‘x'lih'[l-i‘l-.'.l'l from doing this, but he
| would endeavour to atone I'u*‘ it by making a few
u]w-w 1tions now. —[i, oud [‘ ieers.]  They were

met in order to try if s Jm-nt' '1 ¢ could not be done
in order to further the ohjec in which they all
could aeree, and act with common utility. The

difference of opinion lay in the mode ot ml\ imneing
the People’s Charter, the best ument, asit
1

recarded the p-.*uim_‘.ﬂ richts, that had ever pro-

[]tl1

ceeded from the pen of man.—[cheers.] What
is it that oppressed them all? 'The power of an
unjust aristocrac y. (cheers.) Why thendid they

run acainst and impede each other, in bringing
that aristocracy to the grindstone ? t'--!'lil"ﬁ'l'x._] He
be Hr._tll aof themt to L"':}fl‘ill.].t"'l.' whether the Y would
not lay aside the i1 host iliw and not run agai inst
each other on those points in which they were
agreed. Whyc ould not one party agitate azainst
mischief at one end, and the other party at the
other ? The time might come when they would
arrive at asolution of both. [cheers.] Was it the
part of sensible men to say to each other, * You

| shall not advance in any direction but our own

The Corn-law repealers did not blame the chartists
for not ;».-nrn'ml_f aver to their cause : but the char-
tists could as little expeet the corn-law repealers to
(Here, here.) He did not
re to ask either party to come over to the
other: but to ask them to consider whether 1t wes
not advisable to agree to let each other alone.
He came to make no conecession, nor
to ask anybody else to do it; but simply to invite

them to ]tt each take their own way. (Hear.)
When each ]nrn‘»' separats ]‘. pe titioned for their
rights, the aristocracy re 11!11 d to both * ILLI! the
people are against you. If they eould not act to-
cether, he begge d of them not to n]mm-- each

come th

other. They should not op pose anybody until
they knew tlu-\, were their enemics [q]lu" ]
Mr. Kx1giat moved an 1:111:m1m1 nt,—'‘ That

the charter was the best remedy for the evils of
the corn and all other monopolies, and that the
way H} abolish these evils was to extend the suf-
frace.’

Mr. Wirnrams seconded it.

Mr. Parnrser said that the resolution went
to the principle of the charter, namely,—univer-
sal suffrage.

(‘uuxulutthh discussion ensued, which ended
in the withdrawal of the amvndmullh

The original resolution was then put and car-
ried nn:minmusly.

Mr. Parrniser moved the second resolution,

—¢ That the means hitherto employed to obtain
a repeal of the food taxes having proved ineffec-
tual, from the indisposition of the parliament to

| give the

e

grant the just demands of the people, the mid-

19

dle and working elasses of this parish henceforth
encrace to enter into a solemn compact to unite
their energies for the attainment of their natural
richts."

Mr. Carn seconded it, and it was carried
unanimously,

Mr.Wakley, M.P., rose and said it afforded him
satisfaction in addressing a few words to the meet-
inr, as he wished to disabuse their minds as to
certain malicious statements that had been r']rcuh-
ted as to his p.nhnuu‘-ut.u'v career. He thous zht
that to the great majority that Was unnecessary.-

(A voice, * But it 1s necessary.”) Every elector
Is Hl a n-'ht to call for an vxphrntlun, and when
ey had a right to call for an explanation, and
when that was done, he should "{lﬂ-_i}ﬂ cheerfully
respond. It had been charged against him that
he had ratted—he did not find, however, that his
tail was lengthened.—[Laughter.] He had been
maligned because he thougt that the greatest injury
woudld acerue to the country if Sir Robert Peel was
forced to bring forward measures before he was
prepared—(A voice, *“ But you asked time.”) Mr.
Wakley—* That’s false.” He had stated in the
House, that if Sir Robert Peel were not prepared,
it was better that he should have time than that
he should iu:'in_g forward erude and iml:-n rfect med-
And were they afraid to give him time :
He (Mr. “’ml 'y) did not join in  the W hig cry,
beeause it was factious cry. He had been in the
midst of the battle, and he knew that the ery had
been raised to office a faction that had
betraved and insulted the ]J“c:pl-*. Was not that
1I'ii"'.] It ha .; been said that he had betrayed the
pledgze given to his constituents, and was called
upon l ) resien, I: 1 h ud any portion of them ever
made call? Had it been made, he would
have resizned his trust within twenty-four hours
aft ~1'.---['r"_". s.]  What more could a representa-
tive do ? '1 ey had been oppresse d by two aristo-
cr |.|'j e Oue HI |ll- R0 .[t.\[n; 'Ll ]I: ] |111{i "{J[ It‘w[_’ir
into a rather awkward ;J.J.-,ltﬂtm. |I.1L| hLl]mLi
l1]1: wce it there. If 1t was lht-ltt'nplr
would gain nothinz but misery. They were in fa-
vour of an 8s. dt ily, ar nd even that !In y Ct ould not
carry if restored to-morrow. W hat could the
Whigs faction do with regard to the Tory faction
and the House of Lords There was but one line
of couduct for the people to pursue. If the 8s.” duty
were carvied to-morrow, he feared that in a very
short 1'r11'l the people would be as miserable as be-
fore, because Pai 111 nent legislated for the rich and
not for the poor. They must not attack the Corn-
laws, for if they did they would bring the Whigs
back acain. He wished a radieal reform, in which
should be embodied the priciples of the Charter.—
(Loud cheers.) These were his views, and if the
tradesmen of Finsbury said ¢ Resign your seat”
he would do so instantly.—(Loud chee: They
||.Lt1 given the Whigs ten years. They w ould now
Tories time, and if they proposed good
measures should he refuse them?- ff_ ries of “No!
and cheers. ‘l The manufacturer asked the work-
ing man to join in asking for a repeal of the Corn-
laws ; but t!w working man war |I- d the suffrage.
He would join in no agitation which was not for
aiving the suffrace to the working classes of the
country. Let them not call the new Society Anti-
\Iuluzpulv Association, but the Sufifrage Associa-
tion, which would do more to further the cause

sLUTres.

Lo restore

that

e gt

re q1”1'..-11.

S, )

| than any other step whatever. —(Loud cheers.)

Mr. Parriser said, well, we will make Mr,
Wakley godfather to our ﬁl:{u-h. , and call it the
5 nh'\mhh{ ment & ".uu-"tlnlmlmh Association.

The proposition was agreed to, and carried
with enthusiasm,

A committee was then named to complete the
orcanisation of the association.

Thanks were voted to the chairman, anc three
cheers were given for Mr. Wakley, and the meet-
ing broke up at a late hour. .




20

THE ANTI-MONOPILST.

—

SELECTIONS.

—_—
1

LoxGEVITY.—According to the Brussels paper, there
are in Belgium fitsen persons who are ahove one hun-
dred years of age, of whom nine are women, One of
these, Maria Theresa Mayor, of Antwerp, is one huundred

and four years old; two others, Marie Aan Stastin, and
Catharine Abraith of Luxembarg, are above one hundred |
and five years old.

AN EXTRAORDINARY REQUEsT,—A person named
Argent, lately residing in Cambridge, England, being
possessed of some real property, devised it, or part of it,
to a niece, upon coundition that before he was buried
Ais Aead should e cut off, he baving for many years pre-
vious tv his dea'h, been under an apprehension that he

should be buried alive. He died 8 week or two age. His
extraordinary wish was complied with, and the niece of
sourse claimed and obiained the property.

LeGaL Fun,—Ata tiial of a man for keeping a dis-
erderly “dance house” in Boston recently, one of the
uowilling witnesses for the prosecution admitted, on
eross-examination, Lhat he had been in the house five
nights out of six for six weeks—ithat he left & young
wife at home to attend there, &c. In the argument of

the case that fact was strongly commented on, that a
married man should so constantly atteud so vile a place,
sbandoning his wife to solitude. The Transcript, from |
The next day, the ]

prisoner being called up for sentence, after the verdict of

which we get the story, continues :

guilty, his counsel said an explanation was due to that
married witness, by day be was indeed a rigger ; dut
ot night, a fiddler, and in fact was hired at a dollar a |
night to fiddle there. The prosecuting officer then said
the studied concealment of that fact, by the witness aud
eounsel, at the trial, was reprehensible : had he known |
it, the Attorney of the Commonwealth said that he doub-
ted not, that frum the cross exumination of such a wit-
ness, which he shounld with that knowledge have much
extended, and sifted to the bottom, he would have been
able to have brought more fully to the knowledge of the

Jury all the croichets, flats and sharps, and ad libitum |
passages, and libertine eon amore mnotes, which were '
usually seored down literally in that place, every evening,
and have drawn out from the musician the wrOLE
THOROUGH BASE of the establishment, which was the
thing to be proved,

Not 1xy Tuxe.—When those aids to singing, called
musical pitchforks, were first introduced, the precentor
of Carnock parish, a few miles fromDanfermline, thought
he might not be the worse of one and accordingly order-
ed the Edinburgh carrier to bring it over. The honest
carrier, who never heard of any other pitchork hut that
used in the barnyard, purchased one at least ten feet
long. It was late ia the Saturdav eveaing before he come
home, and as & messnge had been left to bring it up
when be came to church next day, he mare'ied into the
church-yard before the bell rung, where the master of
song was standing amid a group of villagers. ¢ Aweel,
Joha. here's the pitchfork you wanted ; but [ can tell
you. T ne'er thought muckle o' your singing before, and
1'am sair mista'en if ye'll sing ony better now !"

More RBFINEMENT,—Instead of eaying a man runs
on his own hook, the phrase is now more elegnntly ren.

' of a debtor, and being told repeatedly he was not at Lome,

dared by eaying, ke progresses on his personal curve.

CorrecT PRINCIPLES.—A gallege [a water carrier] |
was sent for by a hidalgo, who aware of his filelity, un- |
hurdened Lis miod to Lim, by saying that a eerta’n iu-
dividual was obnoxious to bim. The good-natured gallego
unders‘ood the hint; the price agreed npon was a moidore;
and the Senhor Mendez declared that his excellency’s

The

fidalgo rose from his seat embraced his Gallacian friend

enemy should not witness the getting of the sun.

with rapture, and insisted on his partaking of some ‘vacca
com arros,’ on which be was just dining. Mendez re- :
coiled with horror at the proposition, and e:clnlmed.;
** Your excellency little knows my principles, if you con-

ceive me capable of eating beef on a Friday !”

THE LioN BaARKER,—Scveral of the’shows in the
Champs Elysees were opened on Euﬁdny last to the prb-
lic. In one of them (gays the Nafional) an snimal,
described as an African lion, tamed according to
the process of Van Ambnrgh, was exhibited in a cage
with a young female, who from time to time put her head
into its mouth. A soldier who was present, alarmed at
the apparent danger of the female, exclaimed vehemently
against the exhibition, and just as she was about to re-
peat the experiment endeavoured to prevent it by attract-
ing the attention of the animal to himself. Th2 lion,
offended by this manouvre, began not to roar but to bark,
and turned out to be a large dog clothed in a lion's skin,

Crinse CnoKERY.—There is an amusing aneclote told
of Captain Anstruther, when in confivement in China, |
which is said to have come in a private letter from him-
gelf : **One day a mandarin senthim avery savonry stew,
garnished with sharks’ fins and birds’ nests, in compensa-
tion for a likencss which he had taken of the nodding
gentleman.— Captain An-truther having tasted the doli-
cious contents, gave an inquisitive look at the attendant,
and puinting to the stew, said, ** Quack, quack, quack ?"
The servant shook his head and replied, ‘* Bow, bow,

bow."—Indian paper,

A New Way 1o GeT AN OLD DERT.—A poor eredi- l

tor, wearied out with continued calls upcu a rich rogue }

at length hit upon a way to get a sight at Lim,

“ My master is not at home,"” said the servant, “ as

usoal,’

“ Is he aware that his debt tome has been discharged?’
said the ereditor.

““ What is that 2" gaid the debtor, darting suddenly
out of an inuer apartment. ** Good morning, 1 am not
aware that my bill has been discharged, sir!"

“ Nor I, sir ; here itis, and as I have at last found
you at home, I will now thauk you to discharge it.”

“Um=0, certainly ; a—yes, yes—walk in and you
shall be paid."”

A Poixt oF Law,—In New York, a roller boy of a
printing office summoned his employer for five dollars,
which be claimed to be dae him for labor.
decided for plaiotiff on anthority older than nny thing to

The judge

be found in Coke or Blackstone—on the well recoguized
maxim, that *‘ the d——I should have his due.’”

More Mopesty, = That young lady who frequently
walks Camp Street townrds evening, puckers up her
month like an old. fashioned work -bag when sho lnnghs,

lest she shoald show her teeth, hoving read in a bhook
written by Lady Blessington that they are nothing but

naked bonos,"

Tue Bisnops 18 1He Housg oF Lorps,.—The Duke
of Cumberland camenp to us as we were sitting in a knot
upon onr beuch, sud talking of what was then pas=ing.
He said, * My Lords, it is observed that you alwsys
keep silence, and except you, (addressing bimselfto me,)
“Sir," said

I, ““«henever I Lear religion or the bench insulted, your

I never heard any of the ﬂi.-!hﬂps npeak."

Royal Highuess shall hear me gpeak in their vindica-
tion.” ““Aye; but why will not your Lordships speak

on other occasions 2" ‘¢ Sir,” replied I, ** haranguing

| in this assembiy is a frade like other trades, and gen.

nerally the Bishops come to this bench #o far advanced
in years as to be too old to learn. Besides, sir,” said
I, *“we have been ling accustomed to severe reason
and exact method; so that we should be as much at a
loss to talk nonsense as others, more habituated, to talk

fETEE,

Tar Grear Uxpaip.—The mayor of a borough,
under the old monicips1 system, had a man brought
before him for stealing blankets. The town clerk was
absent ; and his worship thought he could manage so
simple a case as that himself He fetched down * Buins
Justice,” and, on opening it, said to the prisoners
‘ Thee see’st, my man, that thee mustn’t think of me
for what I do; it's all down i"th’bewk here, what thee
must be done at." His worship then turned to the in-
dex, and read out Bastardy, Digamy, Burglary, d&e,
till he got to the bottom of the B's, He then said,
‘Gag, thee'st bad a luckly escape, there's no law for
stealing blaukets, yet; but let me gi’ thee a bit of ad-
vice: there's one a coming out, and donna thee be
cotched again.”

The following admonition was addressed by a Qua.
ker toa man who was pouring forth a volley of ill
language azainst him,_‘Have care, friend, thoumayest
run thy face azainst my flst.”

NEVER SATIsFIED.—Last week, as a gentleman in
the neizhbourhood of Brompton was examining an old
desk which has stood in an old outbuilding for a long
time, he found a small baz, which he thought was a
shot-bag ; but on taking it up, the bottom came out,
and, to his great surprise, out rolled 5000 spade-ace
cuineas. After counting them, and said he was sorry
he did not find them, twenty years sooner, that he
might have the interest on them also, during that pe.
rivd,

The Bellman of a geaport ,not 100 miles from Whithy,
aonaciag o tretotal meeting, to be held at the Tem.
perance Hall, in that place, said the mecting would be
addressed by six females who vever spoke before l—

Prodigions !

An honest [nrmer in the neighbearhiood of Doncaster,
was taunted the other day ot one of the market tables in
this town, with having turned Lis coat, ** Why,"
replied be lacovically, *“ I thivk I had better turn it than
have it torn from my back,” There was much serivas

reflection ia the reply.
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To H&, Readers of the Anti-Monopolist, and

to the Friends of Free Trade, amongst the
Operative Classes gencrally.
Ferrow WoRrRMEX, oy
The Anti-Monopolist is the first Periodical
which has especially been devoted to the advoca-

cy of the working-man’sinterests, as regards the

great question of I"reedom of Commerce, and of |

untaxed and unforestalled food. Its columns have
not been devoted to the advocacy of the expe-
diency side of the question. They have not
been filled with the fine-spun sophistries of the
eight shilling fixed-duty-men.
ver contained any thing like an attempt to re-
concile the landholders o anr act of justiee, by
shewlng them that repeal would not injure

them: nor have they ever pandered to the love

of profit, which alone stimulates some of the |

masters in making their demands from the ari-
stocracy. No, we have always taken up the
question as a question of Justice ; and we have
laboured to shew to the unconvinced and in-
different portion of the working classes, that

““monopoly is the robbery of the many, for the

benefit of the few:"—and that the wwkingi

clssses, both manufacturing and agricultural,

are more interested in the dethronement of the !

whole system than any other class in the com- |

munity ;—since it is out of the proceeds of their
labour, that the whole monopoly tax is paid—
and since the burden thus inflicted serves to
chain them, Prometheus.like, to the rock of
slavery—where, without the power to defend
themeelves, they are left a prey to the political
vultures, who fatten upon the peoples’ sweat

and blood.  Although, as we stated in our firs

. e ot i i
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number, we direct our efforts mainly to the
| abolition of commercial monopolies; still we
| have not refrained from denouncing the mono-
poly of representation ; and we have shewn,
- we kope successfully, that, while it is wronz to
ask those who place their reliance upon Univer-
sal Suffrage alone, as the means of bettering
the condition of the people, to abandon their
agitation, in order to assist us—still it is the
duty of all such persons at least not to oppose
us, because our case involves the enfranchise.
' ment of vast numbers of the unrepresented, by
| involving an increase in the peoples’ portion of
that property, which the Reform bl makes
the test of ability to vote.

We ask, therefore, for the support of all who
| value the well-being of the working man. We
| ask all enemies of monopoly to read the Anti.
| Monopolist. We desire ow Chartist brethren
| to peruse our columns too. One shilling paid
in advance to our publisher, will entitle the
subscriber te receive twelve numbers of the
periodical. Surely, no friend to the cause will
begrudge one penny per month, toaid in disse-
winating the principles he espouses,
THOUSAND COPIES OF THE LAST
We ourht to sell
We

for whom we labour, to assist us in attaming

THREE
NUMBER were disposed of,
TEN TIMES THIS NUMBER. ask those

such a circulation. THue Evitor.

ARE THE REPEAL OF THE BREAD
TAX AND THE PEOPLES' CHARTER
—IN THE HANDS OF HONEST
MEN—ANTAGONIST PRINCIPLES ?

' 7o Feargus O'Connor and J. Bronterre
O’ Brien, Esquires.

|
Learned Gentlemen, ]
|

. Were we implicitly to believe the statements
of the ** Northern Star,” or the incomprelien-
sibly profound assertions with which your
speeches are burthened, we must immediately
conclude : —

First.—That the Repeal of the Bread Tax |
| would throw all the land out of cultivation, and |
| all the agricultural labourers out of employ- |

ment, |

ot
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Secondly,—That the Repeal cry is nothing
more than the reverberation of the sighings al-
ter profit of the * bloated millocrat.”

'l‘llil'l“}'.—-v-’_l hat m:u'h'mr-r_'.' alone is the cause
of the distress im]}ult'd to the operation of the
Bread and Provision Hum,puhuh

And 1“ulll'li|]:l.'.-+'l_|1:'l.l as the land of Great
Britian and Ireland is sufficient for the produc-
tion of food for the people—if partitioned out
in five or six acre allotments—it would form an
Arcadian paradise on which to locate the Spin-
ners, weavers, mechanics, tailors, and others,
who are all sighing for a rural life : and that
thercfore it is no use to resist starvation by
law, because when we get the Charter—as we
wish mwe may do—we shall arrive nunmediately
at this devoutly to-be-wished-for consummation.

I:Hﬁrrlllllﬁlrl}' for the first posttion, we shall
| be able to upset it on the authority of its ** fond
parent,” aud to convict the *“ Northern Star”
out of the mouth of Feargus O'Connor, Before
'duing this, we must observe, that the people
of this country could consume—supposing food
were cheaper or wages higher—at least one-
fourth more food than they can obtain at pre-
sent; and that from this source, importations
from abroad, to a vast extent, might take place
without displacing a single ounce of the food
And

that the nn]}' mode by which land could be

produced by British and Irish labour.

thrown out of cultivation would be, Firstly,
large importatiens from abroad, at a low price,
without an increase in the consumption ; and
Secondly, the inability of British agriculturists
** lo compete with Foreigners.”

In the ¢ Letter to the Landlords of Ireland,
by Feargus O'Connor, Esq.” it is stated that,

under an improved wode of cultivation, 100

| acres of land can produce nearly double the
| amount of food obtained from it at present ;

at the same time employing, to a profit, a much
greater quantity of labour than is now employed
upon it.  Therefore, Gentlemen, the land can-
not be thrown out of eullivation, unless you
can prove that Foreign Corn can be sold here
Jor half the usual British av rage, or for
about 32s. a quarter. Every body knows that
40s. is the lowest average at which it can

be unported; and every careful enquirer 18
& » - i
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aware that by the evidence of British farmers
(ziven before the House of Commons in 1836)
it was proved, that, paying the present rent,
wages, taxes, &c. on an average of years, it
can be produced in Britain at that price.

As to the second proposition,—That the
¢ry for repeal is the cry of the ¢ bloated millo-

' suffered, not from machinery by itself, but from
markets, narrowed by lamw, acting through
' machinery. The spinners, owing to the in-
crease of productive power, mithout a cor-
responding increase of the returnfor the yarn

quantity of yarn, though with a very slight in-
crease of labour, for the same money per week.

Undoubtedly some * milloerats” |

crats,” &c.
have been praying for repeal-- Undoubtedly some |
of them Zave been *“bloated” too—(though at
present, we think, ¢ a changeis come o'er
the spiritof their dream,” anditis only natural

that these men should be more earnest in their

wish to see the measure carried, in consequence | George's Fields, last June, and petitioned for |

| the Repeal of the Corn Laws, which, th ey
| said. were the main cause of their distress.
The Spinners' Union, meeting at the house of

of believing that it would benefit them, DBut
are the “millocrats” the only body of men who
desire repeal 2 Large meetings of the working
and middle classes in almost every town of
note, in Great Britain and Ireland, have de-
manded it. A million and a half of Britons
have demanded it by petition. Thousands

upon thousands of agricultuml labourers have

demanded it. But you know, gentlemen, the |

importance of the party in favour ol this mea-
sure, else why do you continually abuse the

men who seek to obtain that whick all the great

; clothed.

made the machines, have been prospering; the
bricklayers, bricklayers’ labourers, plaster-
ers, painters and tailors, who buy the cot-
tons and woollens, produced by these ma-

| chines, have been gaining by the increased

cheapness ol the articles with which they are

FHand-loom Weavers of Manchester metin St.

Mr. Daniels. the Shermwood Inn, Manchester,

'_ pubﬁsfa- d two resolutions in the < Manchester

Adeertiser,’ last April, the first of which set
! forth that the Repeal of the Corn Laws would
| bring employment and food to the unemployed
spinners ; and the second, that the repeal was
‘L! measure deserving of their support. The
| weavers and spinners ought to know their own
case, certainly, as well as you, gentlemen,know
i,
Now our exports of manufactures have in-

creased in quantity very much, during the last
20 years. But to what extent has the food

radical leaders mwho laid the founlations -0f | yyich the people should receive in exchange

the party, a portion of whick you endeavour | increased 2 Hardly any food is imported. |

- - .‘ . L] |
to lead, strived for so untiringly. HuNT, was |

no ¢ bloated millocrat,” and he demanded |
1epeal at Peterloo.
not one of the “loids of the long chimneys,”

and he, too, sanctioned our cause with his sup-

Major CARTWRIGHT was |

Why ? Because the law says, you shall not
import any thing but the raw materials for

vour manufactures, 2kich our landorwnerscan- |

not grow, and the luxuries which, although our

landholders do not produce, they know full well

how to consume. Yes; the return for our exports |
| consists mainly of articles which the poor do

|
|
|
port. The original FRAMERS of the PEoPLES’ | not use, and by the operation of the food-laws,

UmArTER were not « Factory lords,” and they,

10 A MAN, WERE TOTAL REPEALERS. Thefirst

our exports are little else than a means of pay-
|ing the rentals of the bloated aristocracy which
permit * live and dead turtle” to enter for their

of them was the father of the Anti-Corn Law | ,so while they exclude the bread which the

agitation,—Colonel THOMPSON; the second
was the present Lorp MAYOR of DUBLIN,
who was always for the total abrogation of the
Rent Law ;—the third was FRANCIS PrLace—
lut you know them—and you know that, to a
nian, they denounced the landlords’ injustice,
and that, at this moment, they are most stre-
nuous in their exertions totally to repeal’it.

As To THE THIRD prOPOSITION,— Machi-
nery is the natural result of those inventive fa-
culties with which man is gifted. Mt 1s the
evidence of a natural desire to have the drudjy-
ery of labour performed by an untiring power,
under the superintendence of man ; and the pos-
session of the inventive faculties proves that
the Creator intended them to be exercised, and
considered their exercise would conduce to
suan's happiness. True—under the operation
of unwise laws, even this blessirg 1s to some,

The hand-loom weavers have

pade acurse.

children of the hard-handed operative cry in
vain for.

Can it be wondered at, that our machinery
| does mot benefit us as it might, when we see
that the law prevents the labouring classes
from enjoying the fruit of their labour 2 Oh'!
no ; machinery may be perverted by the Corn
Law; but this surely is no excuse for a food
tax.

As To THE FourTH PRoPosITION.—If the
| land of England is capable of producing such
a large quantity of food, in addition to that
which it now produces, which you admit to be
insufficient, by asserting that the land, under
another system can produce enough, . .the sys-
tem which prevents such a proper production
must be a bad one, and ought, for this, your
own reason, to be abolished. It is the interest
of the landowner, who excludes foreign com:
netition in food, to grow as small a quautity of
food as possible, because by doing so he can
alone keep up anexorbitant price. Repeal the
Corn Law: let in:foreign -corn, atan average
of 40s. a quarter for wheat, and the landowner
will be compelled, either to cultivate with little

they made, have had to turn off a much larger |

On the other hand, the mechanies who have |

But listen to Two FACTS. The |

profit, which his selfisliness will indispoge him
to do ; or to grow such a quantity as will
enable him to sell to a profit at 40s. Argu-
ing from your proposition then, we ArTive
at the conclusion, that he ought to be made to
do so: and reasoning further, as above, we
find that the way to make him co o, is to repeal
the C orn Law. So mueh for your gtock _argu
ments.

T & = -
We find from the particulars into which we
have entered —

Ist. That the repeal of the Corn Law will
induce a greater gl’u“‘th of Corn at home.

2nd. That it will do much towaids putting
an end to the system which makes our export
trade benefit the aiistocracy above every body
else. '

3rd. That it will mitigate, at least, what your
scribes call ¢ the curse of machinery,” by
increasing the quantity of food to be exchange:l
for the produce of machinery.

4th. That it is a measure advocated by the
oll radicals, and by all those who framed
the Peoples’ Charter—by men whose talent,
honesty, and knowledge was, and is, at least,
equal to your own.

How then can this measure militate against
the Charter 2 How can any thing which re-
duces the power of the aristocracy, and in-
creases that of the people injure the peoples’
cause ? No, gentlemen, either you must set
yourselves up as superior in knowledge and
wisdom, to the men whose memory a grateful
pEprir? has graven upon their hearts, or you
must deny all evidence, trample upon your
own admissions, and declare yourselves the
abettors of the aristocracy, whose acts have
caused myriads of your fellow-craatures to
weep tears of blood.

Do you wish to be thought honest? Then
denounce land-owning as well as mill-owning
oppression. Do you wish to be immortalized
in the same historic page which shall record
the good deeds of the most virtuous of man-
kind 2 Then. while persevering in your agita-
tion for the Charter, assist the starving poorto
obtain bread. Do you wish to bring into the
ranks of your association the friends of univer-
sal suffrage, now standing aloof from you
because of your indirect support of the Bread
Tax ? Then shew them that you, too, are
REPEALERS, and that you only differ with
us as to the means of getting repeal, and are de-
termined if you get the Charter, to make a total
and immediate repeal one of the first measures
you will propose. ** Be just and fear not.”

THE ANTI-MONOPOLIST.
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A CORN-LAW
REPEALER.

CHAPTER V.
(Continued from our last)

Much work and little sleep continued te
be my fortune for nearly two years and a
half, during which time nothing occurred at all
out of the usual round of events. Day suc-
ceeded day—week followed week—spring took
tke place of winter, and the heat of summer

succeeded the freshness of spring. Again.
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came winter, spring and summer, and still the | ripple of the stream—the leaves and branches

same dull sameness—the same imuppurlable

lonieliness in the midst of the hum of industry |

and the contact of hundreds of human beings,

made my life a barren desert, over which the

hot breeze of disappointment and unhappiness

swept, obliterating every hope of greenness or

verdure. 1 have borne unhappiness—I have

tasted felicity ;—the one never caused me to

forget that it was of uncertain teunure ; the

other, I trust, I bore like a man; and now that

ace has laid its hand upon me, I can declare

with perfect truth, that 1 know not how I bore |

the dreadful life of a factory-lad, nor how it
was that my body bended not, and my mind
did not become barren for ever, amidst the hor-

yors of such a mode of existence. 1 know of

many, very many, some of whom have long |

gone to « that bourne from whence no traveller
returns ;. and others, who are still living, who
were :legmded by it from hich-souled erect
bedied beings, to the crookedness and dull ani-

mal vacancy which 1s not to be found even

amongst the brutes of the creation.
Sometimes, in the summer, we were allowed
to go0 out,

either during the time allowed for
dinner, or on the Sundav. to bathe in the river

Irwell, which runs past the mill in which we
worked. One Sunday, after I had been at
D 's, about two years and a half, about a

dozen of the * softest” and least experienced of |

us, went out to bathe for the first time. We
followed the winding of the river for about three
quarters of a mile, until we came to Age-croft
Bridee. At this place the water was as clear as
crysial, and revealed to the eye the pearly
whiteness of the stones which paved its bed.
On one side of the river, close to the bridge,
and under the shade of the trees which over-
hung the water, was a bed of stones. Thisap-
peared to us so convenient a place from which
to walk into the clear stream, that we took up
our station upon it.  Here we undressed, and
laying our clothesupon the water-worn stones,

we, one by one, ventured into the cool and re- |
freshing water. For some time we lingered

in the shallow part of the river, growing bold.
er and bolder, we trusted ourselves in the
deeper parts, until at last it became a matter of
rivalry as to who should “* go overhead.” One
of our number, a mischievous rascal, advanced
a short distance, and bending his body, made
us believe that he had got into deep water.

This served him as a reason for jeering us
upon our cowardice.

ducked down, and letting the water close over
their heads, rested satisfied with having per-
formed so wonderous a feat. For my own part,
I had once or twiee done this, and at length
resolved to wade under water. 1 cautiously
advanced, and no soouer did the water come
over my erect body, than the stream took me
off my feet, and hurried me into deeper water.
After a brief struggle, I rose to the surface. 1
saw the frightened faces of my comrades—the

We ventured deeper and |

deeper—some went up to the chin—others l prised at the favourable alteration which had

of the trees with terrible distinctness. I at
tempted to call out, but fear tied my tongue
The whole of the events of my life crowded
upon my memory in an instant.
Mary—I felt sure I should never see her again.
I sunk struggling—1I rose again to the surface,
and again sunk, I remember nothing mora
uutil I awoke and found myself lying in a large
and handsomely furnished bed. For some
time I could not collect my scattered senses
sufficiently to call to mind who I was, or what
had taken place. On one side of the bed stood
anelderly gentleman, with a handsome, though
melancholy cast of countenance, and on the
other, wasa younger man, who occasionally felt
my returning pulse.

““ He is coming to himself,” gaid the first-
mentioned person, ** poor fellow ! a little long -

| er and my search would have been in vain.”

“ Fortune favours you,"” returned the other;
““ [ hope the fickle dame will not deceive you
yet.” ¢ I hopenot” said the other, ** it would

' indeed be a hitter di-.:np]miutlmfnt to me to find

it so.”"  * Well, you will see—but the mark
on the neck is exactly the one mentioned 1in
your sister's letter,—but hush ! he is fully
awake,”

Mv companions enqguired how I felt, and
thanks to their care, I was soon able to leave
my bed, and walk slowlv with them to the mill-
As we walked, I learnt that the two gentlemen
were passing at the time of the accident,
and had got a buat and drags, by means of
which they had recovered my body, which had
been carriedto the house of the younger of the
two, who was a pln sician of the neighbour-
hood. The words which I had heard kept re-
turning to my recollection, and had such an in-
fluence upon me, that I was not surprised when
the elder gentleman informed me, that I must
return with them to Dr. N 's house : and
that, as he had taken a fancy to me, I might,if
I pleased, accompany him as soon as I was
perfectly recovered, to L.ondon. This oppor-
tunity I gladly accepted, not knowing clearly
how it was that such a sudden turn should have
been taken by my fortunes, as it afforded a
probability of again seeing the darling of my
childish affections.

In the morning of the following day I awoke,
not aroused by the harsh pealing of the factory
bell, but by the kind voice of my new pr tec-
tor. He enquired how I felt ; for learning that
I was almost recovered, he determined to leave
for London immediately after breakfast A
servant brought me a suit of clothes, belonging
to one of the doctor's sons, and assisted me to
dress, washed my hands, face, and neck, comb-
ed my hair, and effected such a change in my
outward appearance, that the doctor and my
protector both appeared to be pleasingly sur-

been made in their protegee.

We will pass over the details of our journey,
a journey, so different from my last, to Lon-
don, and the gradual change in my manner,
deportment and thoughts, which intercourse
with an educated and kind-hearted man caused
to ensue. Suffice it tosay, we arrived in Lon-
don, and took up our residence at a respectable
hotel in the city.

[Te be continued in our mexat.]

I thoughtol |

|

MEETING AT HALIFAX.
L s

Colonel Thompson delivered an Anti-Corn Law
lecture here on the 24th ult. at the Odd-Fellows’
Hall, to a crowded audience. A Chartist chair-
man being appointed —

The Colonel commenced by supposing an island
at first inhabited by a few, who lived by the culti-
vation of the soil. But in the course of time, the
population so increased, that the land could not
A

large portion of the community betook themselves

afford them employment and maintenance,

to the manufacture of certain articles which they
exchanged for the surplus produce of the surround-
ing islands, and thereby maintained themselves in
comfort and independence. But a few having got
possession of the land,through their influence, had
laws enacted to prevent the exchange of surplus
commodities between this and the surrounding
islands ; so that idleness, distress and starvation
were the natural and inevitahle consequences.
England, he said, was similarly circumstan-
ced, but on amore extensive and more alarm-
ing scale. He then drew a striking illustration of
the difficulties that beset the English merchant in
trading with the Hamburg and American mer-
chants, by restrictive laws on commerce, and traced
the evils resulting ther«from through the various
grades of society ; [Cries from the Chartists] he
saw it was not unfrequent to see meetings of this
kind turned to a double purpose : but if things
continued, other meetings might be turned into a
double purpose also. I'he Colonel, in the course-
of his address, was cheered from the galleres,
platform, and many parts of the hall, with some
hisses.

Mr. West, a Chartist lecturer, was then in-
troduced by the chairman ; he did not think the
Colonel was a Malthusian before now ; he believed
the soil of these countries sufficient, if cultivated,
for the maintenance of the population. He did not
want this country to be a worshop for the world,
or the people the toiline slaves of other nations.
He then drew some calculations from Me. Cul-
loch, to shew the Corn Laws would be of no be-
nefit to the people if repealed; if they wanted to
remedy the Illisll‘l;'ﬁﬁ. they should aim at the root of
the evil, Class Legislation. He concluded with a
long address on the necessity of union for the
Charter alone.

Mr. Mec. Gowan next addressed the meeting. He
would not trespass on their attention but that he
felt strongly impressed with the importance of the
subject that called them together, on the settlement
of which he believed depended the existence of
thousands of his fellow-workmen. He did not
dispute with Mr. West as to the capability of the
soil, but the Corn Laws were an inducement to
limit the supply, and keep up a starvation price
for food. For while animal !lm::d was prohibited,
the landlord would turn the land into grazing,
which insured him full remuneration, while the
agricultural labourer was turned out of employ~
ment. [cheers and uproar] He then alluded ta
the depressed state of the country, and asked,
should not something be done to repeal the laws
that left the parents without employment, and the
children without bread, and was injurious to the
best interests of soeiety? It could not be denied
that they were unjust, and therefore oppressive ;
and it was inconsistent in the advocates of justice
to throw any obstacle in the way of their repeal,
they were only injuring the cause they seemed sp
anxious to advance. [Mr. West then put several
questions to the Colonel, all of which he answered
to the satisfaction of the meeting. After it broke
up, the Chartists remained to_enjoy the triumph,
and carry their fayoured resolutions. ]
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ND CORRESPONDENTS.
TO THE WORKING MENS' ANTI-CORN-
LAW ASSOCIATIONS, AND OTHER
BODIES OF WORKING MEN FAVOUR-
ABLE TO THE IMMEDIATE ABOLI- |
TION OF MONOPOLY.

THE ANTI-MONOPOLIST.

As will be seen from the Report in another number |
of this paper, 1t was m}:minmjml}'_ rv.:u‘:h'rrl, at a
large Public Meeting of the Working ( lasses, that
the Conference of Labouring Men be held on
New Year's Day. .
We now desire all bedies of working men, fa-
vourable to our course, immediately to discuss the |
matter and appoint Representatives, and to favour
us with their names as soon as possible. Those
associations and others, unable, from want of I"lIT‘.lli!_%.
to send a Representative, can either send us thr‘u'
opinions by letter, or can appoint some one in
whom they can confide, residing in Manchester, as
their organ.

It is intended, unless something oceurs to alter
the arrangement, to hold the Conference in the
Old Meal House, or the Corn Exchange, and to
commence at eight in the morning. The sitting |
to continue till twelve, and recommence attwo, |
and to terminate either by a Public Meeting or a |
Tea Party.

Every Representative is expected to bring, |
readv written, a Statement of the General (.f-mh‘- |
tion and Opinion of the Labouring Classes in his |
locality. !

Deputies are requested to come to the Anti
Corn Law Rooms, Newall's Buildings, Market- |
Street, as that place is most central and |
known., and a Member of the Committee will be
:n attendance to direct them to the place of meet- |
ing. .

Communications to be directed to the Commut-
tee. to the care of Mr. HoDbGsoN, 09, Cannon-
et.or to MrJohn Kelly, Sec.34, (able-st. Manchester
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‘ population.
most | the proportion will be much less.

Tue meeting of deputies in Manchester and
:o the Midland counties—the conference of
ministers of the Gospel in North Wales—the |
amendments upon the addresses of congratula-
tion to the Queen, which have been moved,
expressing alarm at the present distress—the
meetings in America to urge the govermment
to admit the food they can grow for the starv-

ing British operatives—all these things must
convince the monopolists all over the world,
that the days of their injustice are numbered,
and must animate the people with hope ofa|

specdy change in the accursed system which |

grinds them to the dust. |

The tide of public opinion not only in Eng- |
land, but in other countrieg,is setting in stronger |
and stronger against the villanies of Britain's ‘

eppressors,

The Lord Mayor of Dublin has caused mul- {

titudes to thank him, by declaring that he will
end a million of signatures to petitions, pray.

ing for a repeal of the Bread Taa from Ireland.
Let DBritain emulate this noble example, and
let every man who loves his country, and who
hates monopoly, be found amongst those who
demand full justice to the Dread Ealers,

We received communications from
Leicester, Huddersfield, Oldham, Warrington,

have

' and many other places approving of the Confe- |

rence of Working-men to be held here on New

Years' Day, and pledging themselves to send

deputations, Pelcome to the Bread Taxed

Peoples’ Parliament !

A FEW WORDS TO JOURNEYMEN
TAILORS.

IR

The wages of Journeymen Tailors we believe
to be 20s. to 30s. per week. Out of this sum the
amount expended in food* of all kinds subject to
the tax of monopoly, will be on the average at
least 15s. a week, and the tax upon this will be
much more than 3s. per week. To avoidall cavil,
however, we will reckon it at 3s. per week per
head upon =all the tailors in work, or £13 each
per annum,

The number of Tailorsin the Metropolis is esti-
mated at 7000, or about one for every 130 of the
In smaller cities, and in the country,
Taking 1t,
however, as one in 500, the number of tailors
employed in Great Dritain and Ireland, will be
56,000, and the tax, deducted by the robber-laws
of the land, from the comforts which their labour
should bring to be enjoyed by themselves and their
families, will be annually £728,000 !

in twenty years,amount to £30,000,000, or as much
as would purchase a perpetual annuity for every
tailor in the kingdom of £20 a year. Thus are
the tailors defrauded of that which should assist
them to live in ease and affluence in the evening
of a life usefully employed.

The Landowners, Parsons, Colonialists, and

* of the sartorial

others, who employ the ¢ elite,
body, forbid cheap bread or beef to come from
Germany, or sugar and coffee from Hayti, for
the use of the English workmen ; but—mark the
inconsistency, injustice and selfishness of their con-
duct—they permit Foreign Tailors to come to
England and compete with British and Irish
tailors in the labour market, thus doing their work
and recetving their wages. In London there are

more than 1000 Foreign tailors, 800 of whom

| come from the very Germany whose cheap food our

aristoeracy refuse to allow us to tmport. In other
large towns the same thing oceurs. What is the
consequence ? Why the “surplus supply™ of tailors

come to seek work in the smaller towns, and at
this moment, owing first to the general commer-
cial distress, and secondly to the above cause,
one third of the tailors of Manchester areun-

| employed !

| * Dread, Ment, Obecse, Butter, Fgge, Tea, Eugar, Coffee, &c |

| mity and zeal was ex hibited.

This sum, |

annually placed out at compound interest, would | delivered in various parts of tlie town by Mr.

| OF IMMEDIATE REFPEAL.

.' -!E Jl
| Justice

c——— o = — e —— T r— .

We advise the tailors, who are a supcrior set of
men, superior in education and intelligence to
very many of their labouring Brethren, immedia-
tely to take steps to remove this monster grievanee,
under which they and millions beside are labour-
ing. Let them in a body petition Parliament
Food Taxes, and let

Honourable Houses,

against the njustice of the
them not forget to tell the
that inasmuch as they permit the importation of

German Princes and German Tailors, they ought

at the same time either to permit the importation
of German food or make the landowners and other

H‘gnnﬁ]‘(}lllﬁl.‘:‘ .*-I;vII theirs as cheaply as the Germuns
can buy it, viz,—at about half’ the price it is in

| England.

——

PROCEEDINGS 1IN THE CAUSE.

~ Maxcnester. —On the 1 5th ulimo, a meet-
ing ot deputies from various assoclations co-
operating with the League, took place. About
120 persons attended, and the utmost unani-
Amongst other
resolved to hold distriet
conferences in the various manufacturing dis-

resolutions, it was

| tricts, and 1o collect and publish all the evi-

dence lju'::uin.:,:r upon the ﬂ.jurimm oper ations of
the Corn and Provision laws—not only upon
manufactures and upon the wages of the op-
erative, but also upon public health, morals
and education, before the meeting of parlia-
ment. This will be highly uselul. One of
these meetings will be hLeld Lere on the 17th of
December,

In the evening of the 15th November, onr

| Operative Association gave a public tea party

to CoLoxeL THoMPson, and the other depu-
ties, in the Corn Exchange—Jonnx BRrooks,
Esq in the chair. Several lectures have been

FiNxN1GcAN, and petitions for repeal and com-
pensation are now in course of signature,
Groree THomprsoNn, Esa. has lectured to
the females of Manchester, Bolton, and other
places, and memorials to the Queen from tlie
lemales of Great Britain are being signed.
WarLgs.—In the Principality the friends of
justice have been all alive, in consequence of
the conference of Ministers of the Gospel held
there on the 1st December, and following days.
150 MINISTERS HAVE DECLARED IN FAVOU It
What a vast influ-
ence 150 pious and just ministers must have
upon the public !—We may henceforth eonsi-

| der, Wales as one of our strong holds.

In London, Laverpoel, all through York-

) shive, Birmingham, and the micland counties,

the note of preparation 1s loudly sounding, and
we expect that such a rally will be made by
the meeting of parliament, as will convince the
iron-hearted Duke, that the people will have

COLONEL THOMPSON.

The gallant Colonel, since he visited us at
Manchester, has been to Huddersfield, Halifax,
Liverpool, and Carnarvon, at all of which pla-
ces he has delivered powerful and convincing

* See Evidence of Dr, Bowring.




-

4 41

1

1
I
\
A
I

A - -

ANTI.MONOP

I X
r||-_ !
i ] iy "I‘I
(1 E‘ ’!‘- L
1 beo |
- \ I8 N
i |||l
T Il | I'
i
Wl & ey
s} vV 1
v 0
Wil il i
| lxl
.2
\
|}
i
|
\

T — ———

W

A%

- -

E L
wh
v
I 1
Lk | 1
BT
1
1 i
ko
the
L1 L
\ I
Lila
et
ALY
Bl
IunYy
# 4
[}
&
und
uih
i
1
|
i
o
W
1%
w 1)
i
]
]
L
V4
i
.-|I
i
11
|
L
i




o

THE ANTI-MONOPOLIST.

e —

SR

subject, whick I trast they will do so notwith. ]I sources of information, I find that for the last
standing the laugh of the Right Honourable | three years bread has averaged in this country
Member for Windsor. I do not expect that | twopence per pound. Now, the lowest amount
they will concur in my proposition, but I do | of parish relief given anywhere except in parts
hope they will hold out some prospect ol this | ol Wilts, where it is at a starvation point, is &
question being settled. It is the opinion of | pound and a half of bread, or the worth of it, |
many very able men that as the corn-laws stand | wvery day per man. By the retarns on the |
at ]u:@-:;euf, they are neither beneficial to the | Table it appears that the population of the
landholder, to the farmer, nor to those who | country in 1821 was 21,000,000 ; and suppos-
deal in corn. for as the averages are at present | ing that the increase in the last ten vears has
taken, the whole trade isin a state of uncer- | been equal to what it was in the ten years pre-
taintv. If my motion should be met by an | ceding, the population will now amount 1o not
amendment in favour of a fixed duty, I should | less than 24,000,000. A pound and a half of
not oppose it, but 1 go for a total repeal of the | bread, at twopence per pound, would make for
existine corn-laws, and for the admission of | each individual one shilling and nine-pence per |
corn without restretion in all the ports of the week : but in order not to be over the mark, I
country. I know it will be said that without | will take it all over the country to be one shilli-
a [‘111[}"il‘. will be impossible for the home grower | ing and sixpence per week. If;theref re, there
of corn, with all his burdens of taxes, tithes, | were no corn-laws, the poor man, getting his
rates, and dear labour, to compete with the | bread a third less than what ke now pays, would |
foreign grower; bnt this is a species of argu- | have to pay only one shilling where he now |
ment which I will not attempt to answer, lea- | pays eighteen.pence. This sixpence a week
ving it to the political economists, of whom | which each person on the average pays extra
there are many in this House. who will be able | for his bread, makes, for all the eaters of bread
to shew to Members disposed to listen to them, | throughont the country, 31,200,000 in the
that by a repeal of the corn-laws mo sacrifice | year. Does this all go to the landed interest ?
will be made on the part of the landowners. | No such thing ; a great part of it is absorbed
Such, however, is not my opinion; for I say | by persons intermediate between the landlord
there must be sacrifices—that tliere must be | and the consumer.

a lowering of rents, of tithes, and of taxes. I | It may then be asked, why take a step that will
go, then, upon the broad principle that there | compel the landowner to reduce his rents one-
must be a sacrifice. [ say it without meaniug | third ? I say ves. for they have been raised 200
to cast any reflection upon the aristocracy, but | per cent., and he can and ought to reduce them
there has been & great rise in the rental of corn | ene-third_ though I do not think that the re-
farms within the last forty-five years,—in most | peal of of the corn-laws would compel so great
cases it has been trebled, ifnot more. ‘Iithes | a reduction as that. The tithes ought in like
have been raised in the same proportion, and [ manner to be reduced. = Why, Sir, the tithes
in some parts of the West of England more so. | in the parish of Chapel Allerton, in Sussex,
Having for so long a period had these great | amounted, forty-five years ago, to 55l only,
advantaces, 1 do not think it is too much, in | butnow the clergymay charges 500l. a year,and

the pre;n-nt condition of those who have to pur-
chase bread, to call for a decrease of rents,
I am aware that upon this subject 1 have a
great many obstacles to contend with ; that a i
large portion of the Members of tnis House are |
ereat landowners, and are, therefore, strong-
Iy interested parties in this question. But the
questien must be decided, whether rents and
tithes shall be reduced, and the peace and
tranquility of the country preserved, or whe-
ther a sta-ving people shall be driven to the

is never known to come into the parish except to
collect his tithes, I do not say that the rise has

| been so great generally, and this may be an

extreme instance ; but thére being many similar
cases, though perhaps none so great in degree,
the question will be whether or not the House is
prepared to take some measures to rf_-:luce the price
of corn. 1 know that a large portion cf the far-
mers are now incapable of meeting the demands
of rent and tithes from the profits of their farms,
and are entirely paying their rent out of their capi-
tal. I may be asked, if [ admit that such is the

same state of desperation l|.l=}' were last winter.

One of the petitions on the Table states that
every meal a poor man eats costs him a penny
more than it would do if there were no corn-
taws. Now my caleulation runs thus:—at
Hamburgh, upon au average of the last three
yeara, the price of corn has been 33s. 6d. per
quarter ; whilst, in Mark-lane, for the same
period, it has heen 61s. 2d. Now, when itis
known that the freight of corn from Hamburgh
to Mark-lane is not more than 2s. per quarter,
it is denonstrated thit we might have wheat at
two-filths less than it is sold for. Such would
be the fall for a year or two were tlis change
to be made, and if there had been no such
things as corn-laws in existence. I have no
doubt that th: prices of wheat woullhave been
one-third less than it would have been during
that period, I am aware that if our corn-laws
were abolished, the price would rise abroad,
and that therefore we should not get it so low
as we might now seem to do.  From a report
on the Table of the House, and from other

case, upon what principle 1 proposé to take away
the protection that gives the farmer his present
price for his corn ? Ido it to prererve the peace
of the country ; for I am satisfied that the country
has now reached sucha state, that the Reform Bill
will be of no avail.  Greater sacrifices must be
made by people of property than will be made
under the Reform Bill. We all recollect the situa-
tion of the country less than twelve months ago.
I say that the price of bread had a great deal to
do with that situation. It was high rents, high
tithes, high taxes, high bread, and low wages, that
drove our agricultural labourers to desperate in-
subordination. Wages have been brought low,
whilst everything else has risen most enormously.
I will state one instance I know of, to the truth
of which the Honourable Member for Wiltshire
can bear witness. Forty-five years ago there was
an estate which he knows very well, let at 600L

a year, but whieh is now let at 18004 When it
was let at 600L, a year, the labourers received six
shillings per week for their labour, but when the
estate let for 1800L, they only received seven shill-
ings per week. The fact is, the farmer pays such
an extravagant rent that he is compelled to screw

down hig labourera almost to a starvation price;

and every thing short of seven shillings that he
wont pay comes out of the poer-rates. The allow-
ance to the poor some time back in Wiltshire, was
a gallon of bread per week and three-pence over ;

| that is, eight pounds eleven ounces, and three-

pence over.
Mr. BENNETT.—The rate has been increased.
Mr. HUN'T.—Yes, the labourer is paid out of

' the poor-rates. I know that many who profess to

be great friends to the poor will meet me with ail
sorts of reasoning and excuses, that this is not the

' time nor the proper plan to relieve the people of

this country. My only answer to them is, that
the lower class of the people of this country are
in a state of starvation at this moment. We have
an instance of death by starvation in this very
metropolis,—the verdict of the coroner’s jury being
to the effect that the deceased died a natural death
by the visitation of Ged, brought on by extreme
want, and the refusal of the parish officers to
afford relief. So this natural death turns out to
be death from want of food! No instance of this
kind can be found in a country without corn-laws.
I never heard of such a thing, except in England;
and rather than such a thing should occur again,
the landholders ought to be called upon at least
to run the risk of making a sacrifice, which I
think, after a year or two, would be very small.
These are my opinions ; but what say other peo-
ple upon them ? what says his Majesty’s Ministers'
great oracle, the T'imee, on this subject ? I have
frequently condemned the editors of this paper
for promulgating that which is not true, and for
giving false statements of speeches delivered in
this House; but they know what will sell their
paper, and what they put forth is what they think
will best please their readers. -
(To be continued in our next.)

R. COBDEN EsSQ., M.P., & THE SUFFRAGE.
Friday Morning, December 17th.,

We stop the press for the purpose of insert-
ing the admirable speech of Mr. Cobden at the
Corn Exchange, last night. We hope our working
Brethren will give it an attentive perusal, com-
ing, as it does, from a man who has always prov-
ed himself a friend to the Working-Classes and a
hater of Monopoly and Tyranny, under whatever
guise they may assume,

At a Meeting of Anti-€Corn Law Deputies in
the Corn Exchange, yesterday, Mr. Cobden, in
the sourse of his address, alluded to the necessity
of a cordial union between the middle and work-
mg classes. He first addressed Mr. Rylands, of
Warrtagton, and the gentlemen on the platform,
and told them that if they wanted to secure the
respect and attention of Parliament to their peti-
tions, they must first come to a friendly under-
standing with their work-people. He pointed out
the way in which the master and operative were
equally interested in the Repeal of the Corn Laws ;
and he adduced the peaceable, orderly, and patient
endurance of their sufferings on the part of the
Working-class, asa proof that they were deserving
of the sympathy and confidence of their employers.
Then turning to the working-men in the body of
the meeting, he said, “ My friends of the working
class, you, are of all others, the most deeply in-
terested in the abolition of the Corn Laws, for i
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is upon you and your families that they press most
severely :—But you have also other objects in
view, and one in particular, the obtaining the
Suffrage, and I rejoice that you do feel as Eng-
lishmen, that you are unjustly deprived ol your
rights to the Franchise. But why should this de-
sire separate you from the gentlemen on the plat-

form? [hear.]
essential difference of opinion between you and

Are you sure that there is any

the most active of the CornLawRepealers, even on
the subject of the Franchise ?—1I do most sincerely
believe that there is not. [ do believe
that if you will enquire in a candid spirit and at

[cheers.]

the fitting moment, you will find that the Advo-

Total and Immediate Repe al of the
.'i'll.‘i'l.?l-

eates to the
Corn Laws are also, nearly toaman, the
cates of the fullest extension of the Suflrage.

Ask members of the

[cheers.] them—not as

Anti-Corn Law League; for, in that capacity,they |

eannot entertain any other question ; but ask
them. as individuals, and you will find that they
are friendly to your views upon the Suffrage.
[cheers.] DBut 1 do entreat my friends of the
working-class to take this matter into their own
hands, and not to allow themselves to be repre-
sented by men who seek every opportunity of
thrusting the question of the Franchise before the
members of the Anti-Corn Law League, at the
only time when they are precluded by the rules of
their Association from entertaininz the subject;
and when they were certain to bring the two ques-
tions of Corn Law Repeal and the Suffrage in col-
[cheers.] Ithink I am ntitled to say
that thoss men are not at heart anxious that the

lission.

Corn Law Repealers and the Chartist should
co-operate together—their object 1is, Ifear, to

keep them disunited. [cheers.] I think I am

justified in this opinion by what took place in
this very room, two years ago, when an indivi-

dual led on his deluded followers, and drove us from
this platform, and nearly sacrificed our lives. That iu-
dividual was afterwards fouud to bave been hired to op.
pose the Anti-Corn Law party :—and I solemnly be-
lieve. that there are others who will still follow his ex-
ample, who are also hired by your enemies and ours,
to prevent our uniting in defence of our common rights
and interests. [Tremendous cheers.] Mr. Cobden
concluded, by assuring the working men, that whether
in Parliament,or out of it, he should be always found by
his actions (though he had never been a noisy professor
on the subject) as determined an enemy to the pre-
sent Franchise, as to the Corn Laws. [Loud cheering
f ollowed th: close of Mr. Cobden’s speech]

THE MIDDLE CLASSES AND THE SUFFRAGE.

We have great pleasure in laying the following circu-
lar and its accompanying document before our readers.
The more fiery of our Chartist friends have often point-
blank declared that the middle class Corn Law Repeal-
ers are opposed to the enfranchisement of the masses.
What reason for the passive support of the Bread Tax,
by these fiery gentlemen, this asserted fact could form,
we could never understand. We confess, perhaps,
it may be our want of the same wispom, that we are
at this moment MERETICAL a8 to the truth of the doc-
trime that because a few dilly middle-men refuse to as-

sist us to get vores, we must, therefore, starve our- |

selves and leave those most dear tous to pine inragged

opinion has been the practical creed of by far too many |

|wre1chedness. Nevertheless this glaringly absurd,
|
|

of the Chartists, who, we regret to say, have endea-
| voured to perpetuate their own misery and social degra.-
dation, out of an insane belief that the middle-class re-
formers refuse to accordadhesion to their political views.

We are ¢lad that a middle-class movement, under
the guidance of men who possess the confidence of all
]Iﬂrl}t's. is about to be set on foot—=Glad, because we
think it high time that the middle-classes should awake
from their culpable apathy, and assist to drive the
ill.omened birds of aristocracy—the political vampires

_ont of the nests with which they have cambered the
edifice of the constitution, and to pull down and sweep
away for ever, the rubbishly abuses which have been
the iruruuls of monopoly, and an outrage upon com-
mon sense.

Be it observed that this movement is set on foot by
Corn Law Repealers. Corn Luw Repealers presided at
its hirth. and Corn Law xepealers will sustain it in its
infaner, and urge on its progress when matured. We
hope that al the arumsLErs will cease their foolish
onnosition to Measures which they admit to be good,
hl;|-'. which they oppose bhecause of mexN, and by a ge-
norous and honest co-operation with the men who
now are striving not only to get them BrEAD, but also

to get them vores —shew to the still wavering middle- |

class-men that they are willing to hold out the olive
branch toa'l honest men, and while striving to obtain
ihe enactment of their own especial measure, are de-

most ularing grievance, caused by the class legislation,
they are striving to remove. _ .
To the dishonest few, who may still reject the pro-

| fered aid of the patriotic friends of the people, we say |

—GO ON—GO ON—and SINK; (as you are even now
doing) into insignificance—and become, as you are be-
coming, & mock and a byeword in the mouth of all
honest men.

. The following brief statement must be my apology for
first attaching my name to the accompanying docu-
ment:—

When attending the meeting of the Anti-Corn Law
deputies in Manchester, on the 17th. of last month, I
invited those who were favorable to an extension of the
llective Franchise to a separate conference on the sub-
ject. This was entirely distinct from the proceedings
of the League, but every individual who was present at
the close of their sittings, I believe remained to con
sider this question. Atter a full discussion a request was
unanimously made that William Sharman Crawford
. and myself would draw up a declaration, affix our own

names to it, and then forward it to be signed by others.
[ much regret that severe and continued iliness has
| deprived me of the advice and counsel of Wm.sh Craw-
| ford, and it is feared he will be unequal to any mental
exertion for some time to come. The docgment here.
with sent has received my most anxious and deliberate
consideration, and I trust it s so expressed that all
will be ready to subscribe to it wlo sincerely desire to
do unto others as they would that others should do unto
them. I would suggest that those who are favourable
to William Sharman Crawford's bringing forward a
motion in the House of Commons, in accordance with
the principles therein recognised, should attach to

their signatures the letter C. | am, respectfully,
JOSEPH STURGE.

Birmingham, 12th. Month 13th. 1841.

Deeply impressed with a conviction of the evils
arising from Class Legislation and of the sufferings
thereby inflicted upon our industrious fellow subjects,
the undersizned affirm that a large majorityof the
people of this country are unjustly excluded from that
fair, full, and free excercise of the Elective franchise
to which they are entitled by the great principle of
Christian equity, and also by the British constitution ;
for ** No subject of England can be constrained to pay any
aids or lazes, even for the defence of the reaim or the sup-
port of the Guvernment, but such as are imposed by Ais
own consent, or that of his representatives in Parliament.”®

(Josera Sryrcek and Ricaarp Coppexn, the two
most influential members of the League appear first
on the list.)

*5ee Blackstones Commentaries Vol, I;—~Book 1.—Chap. I.

INCREASE OF POPULATION.
Although the summary of returns of the census
show that the population of the empire has not in
creased in the same proportion during the last ten
years as in the ten years preceding, still the sim-
ple fact that, in such a country as this, we have a
continually & rapidly increasing population, is suf-
ficient to ereate anxious solicitude. In forty vears
the inhabitants of Ingland have nearly doubled ;
and this portion of Great Britain, which, but so
recently as 1801, contained only 5,331,424 indivi
duals, now musters 14,995,508 , or takfn}; in Wales,
15,906,529, say sixteen millions, The entire po-
pulation of Great Britain (excluding Ireland for
the present), which in 1801, was 10,472,048, is
now 18,664,761.

As might naturally be expected, it is in the great
seats of our native industry that the largest pro-
portion of increase i1s manifested. The coal-pit and
copper mine, the steam-engine and the power-
loom, bring around them a population inereasing
with extraordinary rapidity ; while the richestagri
cultural districts, aided by the extraordinary de-
maads of a teeming manufacturing population, and
having the all but exclusive possession of an ex-
traordinary market, advance with tardier steps.
Thus, during the last ten years, while Bucking-
hamshire has u:.lj.' advaneced at the rate of 6-4 per

- | P "1 nl ; T e ,.."..._._‘:I. -
sirous of assisting othersto obtain the Repeal of the | cent. on1ts pop lation, Cornwall has increased at

the rate of 13-3; while wheat-growing Essex,
with its proximity to the vast market of the me-
tropolis, has a lvanced at the rate of 8-6 : iron-mak-
ine Monmouthshire has increased at the rate of
85-9: and while Norfolk, Devon, Dorset, and
Berks advance at the rates of 35-7, 7-8, 97, and
10-2, Derhy, Cheshire, Stafford and Durham have
inereased at the rates of 14-7, 18-4,24-2 and 21-2
per cent,

The county of Lancaster hias now a population
overmatchingz that of the three ridings of York-
shire. Laneashire contains 1,130,240 acres, and
the thiee ridings of Yorkshire, 3,790,040 acres:
yet the Elf:;:ui;lli-m of Lancashire is now 1,667,064,
while the total amount of the three ridings is
1,591,681

The only decrease in any particular locality of
Great Britain (excluding Iveland) has been in a
few of the out-lying or bleak counties of Scotland.
Thus, in the wild district of Argyleshire, a county
composed of islands and mainland, filled up by
mountains and cut-up arms of the sea, there has
been a decrease of 3-9 per cent.; and in the large
and diversifizd, but more favourably situated shire
of Perth, there has been a decrease at the rate of
3-4 per cent. Again, in Sutherlandshire, an
immense and remote district, where, however, un-
der the fostering care of the late and present dukes
of Sutherland, very great improvements have been
made, there has beena decrease at the rateof 3.4 ;
and in the small but bleak shire of Kinross, there
has been a dccrease at the rate of 3-5.

At the same time, the comparative rate of in-
crease of some of the Scotoh shires is remarkable.
Berwick and Haddington shires, so far as agricul-
ture is concerned, arc model counties, where the
farmers are intelligent, spirited, and comfortable,
yet the former has only increased at the slow rate
of 1-1. and the latter has positively decreased 1-;
while Caithness,remote,bare, and bleak,has increa-
sed at the rate of 4.8, and Ultima Thule, the *storm
vexed” islands of Orkney and Shetland, at the rate
of -0 per eent. Indeed, Berwickshire i1s some-
thing of a phenomenon. In 180I, its population
was 30,621, and in 1841, it is 34,427 ; while,
during the same period, England has nearly
doubled its populatisn, and Scotland, collectively
has increased from 1,599,068 to 2,628,957 souls.

From henceforth, the question will press with
tenfold power on every ministry that ventures to
rule this country,—What is to be done with the
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population ? We do not complain, because Essex,
with its wheat fields, or Bucks, with its fertile
vale, has not increased its population at the same
rate, as rugged Cornwall, with its mines; Mon-
mouth, with its iron-works ; Stafford, withits pot-
teries : Laneashire or Lanarkshire, with their facto-
ries: or Durham with its coal fields. But we do
complain, and think it very hard, too, that the
copper and tin of Cornwall, the coal of Durham,
the earthenware of Stafford, the factories of Lan-
arkshire and Lancashire, and even the salt of
Cheshire, should be *eribbed, cabined, and con-
fined.” to fatten the wheat fields of Essex, or raise

the rents of Buckinghamshire.

ST S -
We hope the “rent-and-mortgage” majority ol |

the House of Commons will “mark, learn, and
nwardly digest” the returns of the census of 1841.
If they would only consider that it is easier to pro-
vide for such a population as we have now, than
ts oot vid of it, much future misery micht be
spared, and much danger averted. Itisno doubt
very clever to say, that Britian would be as happy
if all her manufacturing towns were at the bottom
of the sea. But how are we to get them there?
It is no doubt very provoking, that a county con-

taining such a smoky city as Glasgow should ad-

I 8,200,000 odd.

vance at the rate of 34'8 per cent., while a county |

eontaining so fine a city as Edinburgh only ad- |

vances at the rate of 2.8. But how are we to

stop 12 Tt is no doubt extremely annoying, that
while canny Berwick “looks before it leaps,” heed-
less Lancashire fills up every nook and ecranny
with a swarming multitude. But by what process

can we effect the change?

|
1
|
|

| bagward that if he ever got the pig within the pound

Oh, that the “ rent-and-mortgage” majority were

inspired with the wisdom of statesmen, or even
the ordinary discrimination of men! In that case,
the dry figures of the census would stand out to
their eyes in bold relief—in that case they would
pierce the screen of the corn laws, and drag from
behind it the lurking, the terrible danger! But,
no—we fear they are infatuated. We fear they are
ahout to play the part of true destructives, to
plough their way through human suffering, to the
ruin of the vital interests of the empire.

In 1801, the population of England was 8,331,434,
of Wales, 541,5646; and of Scotland, 1,599,063 ;
together 10,472,043. In 1841, the population
of England 1is 14,995,508, of Wales 911,321,
and of Scotland 2,628,957 ; together 18,535,786.
But an analysis of the increase shows some curious
results. The manufacturing and mining counties
af Chester, Corawall, Derby, Durham, Glouces-
ter, Lancaster, Leicester, Monmouth, Northum-
berland, Nottingham, Stafford, Warwick, and
Weat Riding of Yorkshire, in 1801, were 8,110,803 ;
Glamerganshire, 71,525 ; the manufacturing and

mining counties of Aberdeen, Ayr, Dumbarton,
Fife, Forfar, Lanark, Renfrew, and Stirling, were
806,843 ; tagether, 3,878,876,

In 1841 the En-
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glish mining and manufacturing counties were
6,349,015, The Scotch manufacturing and mining
counties were 1,375,837; Glamorganshire,173,4062;
together, 7,808,314,
maining English counties the metropolitan coun-

If we deduet from the re-

ties of Middlesex, Surrey, and Kent, amounting
in 1801 to 1,394,796, we find the remainder in
1801, 3,825,835 ; the metropolitan county of Edin-
burgh amounting to 122,954, we find the agricul-
tural counties of Scotland, 779,561 ; and Wales,
deducting Glamorganshire, 470,021 ; together,
5,075417. Wefind the agricultural counties of
England, 1841, 5,939,103 ; of Wales, 737,859 ; and
Scotland, 1,027,497 ; together, 7,704,454, It thus
appears that the mining and manufacturing coun-
ties have increased from 3,878,868 to 7,598,314,
or more than double. But the increase of the
resources in these mining and manufacturing
counties is much greater than that of the popula-
tion.  An agricultural population can bear very
little taxation. Of this we have a proof when we .
compare Scotland and Ireland. The taxes raised
on Scotland, with a population of 2,600,000 odd, |

are equal to the taxes raised on Ireland with her

SELECTIONS.

Descriprion of Lorp STanLEy, THE BReap Tax-
ER WHEN A MEMURR OF EARL GREY'S ADMINISTRA-
110N, —His exceedingly vouthful appearance—that of &
boy of seventcen—and his pale countenance, smuu*h
face, and light hair, produce o disadvantageous impres-
#ivn ou the mere gpectator : but the hearer i3 soon cone
vineed that he is a man of talent, possessed of keen per-
ceptiona, capacity for close o'Emvrvui!un, excellent mem-
ory, methodical arrangement, logical deduction, great
command of language, power of invective and SArcasm,
and, indeed, all the elements of a finished orator and skil-
ful debater. But, with all these advantages,(and they are
both Ligh and many) Lis address Is calculated to awaken
Not

& benevolent sentimeut escaped his lips—not an enlarged

any impression rather than veneration or regard,

view was developed by his statements—not a heart was
moved to quicker palpitation, nor an eye moistened with
sympathy, by all the eloquence which he displayed. And
why ?—It was a body without a soul—a marble statoe,
exact in all its proportions, but cold, inanimate, and unin-
spiring. He spoke of Ireland as a possession of the crown

for ministers to deal with as they saw fit, He regarded

 the miseries of the people as of no acecount, provided

their impatience under those miseries could be carbed,

their cries stifled, and their acts of insubordination put

| down: He would ** resist to the death ” any attempt at

separating the government of the two eountries : and his

whole language, tone, gesture, and maoner, wore an air

THE Way To PREVENT A Pic FrRoM BEING IMPOUN-
DED—The owner of a pig, earaged at being a second
time called npon to pay the peualty for its breaking |
bounds, went to the pound with & large whip, and, shut-
ting the door to prevent l‘fwfif" pgYess, whipped the poor

animal until it squeaked for merey, He then told the
q ¥

of defiance, which was e 1ouzh to kindle the indignatiom
of every disinterested Eaglish he art, and more than
sufficient to fill an Trish one with a burning desire of justice
and revenge, It was, indeed, a melancholy and almost
revolting exhibition to witnes 'y a3 proceeding from the
ministerial benches ; wlere now sat, silently approving,
the very individuals who, when they occapied the
Opposition benches of a few years azo, would have torn

such a speech to pieces, and denounced, with becoming

again ‘“ he wonll forgive him.,”” Within a day or two
the piz again broke loose, and the hagward was at his |
post, bat all attemps to get it any where near the pound

were froitless, The hayward pushed furwatd-piggy.

| pushed backward, and beat the hayward by chalks, The I*

e —

| Irish method was tried ; and an attempt made to persuade |
|

piggy that it was required to go a different route, by
putting his head towards the pound and pulling his tail
from it ; but piggy was not to be done. Neither strength
nor stratagem had the least effect, At length the owner
came, and amidst much laoghter took the animal home.
— Hampshire Advertiser,
CLevER Quackery,—The following advertisement
appears in a city paper:
DEAFNESS CURED—PARODY,
BLOWING AN EAR GIL.
It's not the thing for me—1I know it—
To crack my own oil up and blow it ;
Bat it is the best and time will show it.
There was Mra, F.
So very deaf,
That she might have worn a percussion cap,
And been knocked on the head withont hearing it enap ;
Well, I sold her the Oil, and the very next day
She heard from her hushand at Bolany Bay !

His FRIENDS ARRIVED.—A large consignment of

| indiguation, this ever-recurring appeal to brute force, as

a remedy for wrongs that this very application of foreco
bas been so instrumental in creating.

Take Care, ScoLps!—A woman in England, the
other day, actually dislocated her lower Jaw, while geold-
ing at her husband. He compelled her to nod affirma-
tion to a solemn oath, that she wouldu't scold again, be-

fore he permitted the surgeon to mend the dislocation.

CrEpULITY,—~A lady, on being told that the skull
shown to her at the British Museum was that of Oliver
Cromwell, observed that was strange, as she hal geen
another skull of the Usurper in the Oxford Mu.-:eﬁm_
which was much larger. “ Yes, madam,"” said the con-
ductor, *‘ but our specimen is his skull when hLe wWas
very young !

VIRTUE 1TS OWN REWARD,—The editor of the Texas
Galvestonian yndertook to heal a quarrel between & man
and bis wife recently. She slapped him on either cheek
and told her husband of him, the hushand being absent
on that interesting occasion. The next time the peaces
maker called, the husband knocked him out of doors, for
being too familiar with his wife. He has concluded
henceforward to mind his own business.

MANCHESTER;
Printed by James Hodgson, 99,Cannon Street, for the Nationa 1
Operative Anti-Bread Tax Association, and publizhed by James
Morris, 47, Richmond Street, Portland Street, to whom all

game-cocks recently arrived at Curraghmore, for the
Marguis of Waterford,

Communications to the Editor must be addressed [Post Free.]
Thursday, December 16th. 1841,
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TO READERS.

a We had prepared for publication some very va-

by e

luable matter, amongst other things the remain-
der of My. Hunt's speech, a highly important
Paper from the pen of an American gentleman,
and other interesting documents ; but owing to
the importance of the meetings, a f ull report of
which is contained in this number, we have re
lustantly determined to omit them tn order to
present, in one entire form, the PROCEED-
INGS of the CONFERENCE.

readers will respond to our exvertions, by circu-

We hope our

lating the result of our labours as widely as pos-
sibie,

In our next number which will appear, if pos-
sible, the first week in February, all the omitted
articles will be published.

THE “ BREAD-TAXED PEOPLE'S
PARLIAMENT,”

as it was named in our last number, has assem-
bled, has furnished a mass of evidence, of the
most vital interest, upon the moral and physical
condition of the people, and upon the opera-
tions of monopoly upon the national industry—
has deliberated, and has dispersed, each man
to his own home, in his own neighbourhood to
light the fire of agitation with the brands of
truth brought burning from the meeting. It
was a glorious beginning of a new year. Glo-
rious to see working men, deputies, from places
as far north as Forfar, in Scotland—as far south
as Torrington, in Devonshire—from Birming-
ham and Nottingham—in the midland counties,
the heart of the kingdom,—from Liverpool
4 and from London—{rom sturdy Bolton—from ra-
| dical Oldham—from silk-manufacturing Mac-

around us—from the Operative Association,—
from trades—from the largest workshop of the
kind in the kingdom, (Messrs. Sharp, Roberts,
and Co’s.), and from other workshops and mills
in Manchester. It was glorious, we say, tosee
these men on the first day of the new year,
on behalf of their constituents, entering their
I protest against the food monopolies, and de-
manding their total and immediate repeal —as-
# serting the rightof the people to compensation ;
) and pledging themselves to use every effort to
work the downfal of the accursed system,

-~
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| ture to assert, will never be obliterated.

| sentatives, and we trust, another incitive given |

' in this their time of need. .

= i

A glorious sight it was too, to see the Town- |
Hall crammed with working men, enthusiastic in |
their support of immediate justice and of com-
pensation for the past. Glorious to hear work-
ing men appealing with all the eloquence of
nature—all the fire of patriotism, to their fellow
working men, and asking for, and receiving,
their cordial support,

Were tle conference a mere exhibition of
feeling or of strength—the chimera of a day—
called into being merely for a moment—it
would be of little import to the cause, further
than the effect it might have upon public opi-
nion at a distance ; but the Conference resolv-

summoned when required—to be in communi-
cation all over the country;—in fine, to be a
continuing, and, to the bread-taxers, unpleasant
reality—endowed with life and activity so long
as injustice shall exist; and only dying when
justice shall have reared its trophy upon the

ritins of despotlsm.
The effect of the oconference upon public

opinion, has been exhibited in the great notice
which has been taken of it by the press, The
London papers copied the excellent report
given by the Manchester journals, at full length
and the anti-corn law press throughout the land ;
has teemed with commendations of the proceed-
ings. The Manchester Tory papers have kept
an ominous silence upon the matter. The bread
taxing papers have generally done the same —
they feel the blow.
that the working men were dead to the impor-
tance of the question ; they find themselves
egregiously mistaken, and hence their silent
astonishment,

The moral efféct of the conference, we ven-
By it |
a tone has been given to the opinions of all ;}—
the importance of the working class movement |
has been proved—the rationality and true libe-

They, no doubt, thought | LIt tond tot

rality of the working men has been vindicated ;
the awe in which the bread.taxers hold the
power of the many has been clearly tested ;—

above all, the good sense and practical wisdom

ol ol o : | of the constitucncies who ¢hose the deputies,
clesfield—from Halifax—f{rom the towns close

has been exhibited to the middle classes, in
the talent, honesty and wisdom of their repre- |
to the more rich and afiluent, to put their trust |
wn the virtue of labour.

The deputies have now toshow: their power,
in a vigorous, combined, andavell-directed at-
tack upon the citadel of menopoly, which we
know they arecommencing ; and to show tothe
world that they know their strength, and are
determined to use it, in aid of the suffering mil-
lions looking to them and to others, fur help,

| repealed,
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MEMBERS OF THE WORKING MEN'S
ANTI-CORN-LAW CONFERENCE TO
THE RADICAL REFORMERS OF
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

Fellow-Countrymen,

The appalling distress nnder which hundreds
of thousands of our countrymen are at present
suffering, the alarming fact that distress is daily
increasing both in extent and severity, and the
meluzmhdl}r prospect that we, with millions
more,ere long may have to be numbered among

ed itself info a STANDING COMMITTEE, to be | Shetegie el it Soms mieans be Hok ddopted fo
- - AL iy - |

stay the progress of the evil,and relieve those at
present suffering from its influence, call
loudly and imperatively on every one who wiches
well to his country to endeavour to apply a reme-
dy. Guided in our deliberations by the evidence
which was laid before us, and the state of pub-
lic opinion, we have ¢ome to the determination
tosupport, and to endeavour to procure, the
répeal of the corn and provision laws; because
we are convinced, that the remedy sought will
more easily and speedily be obtained by such
conduct, than by any other course of proceed-
ings which, under present circumstances, we
could adopt; and our purpose in intruding up-
on your notice is to state to you the reasons
which have induced us to come to this determi-
nation, and to endeavour to convince you of the
propriety and the necessity of pursuing a similar

Deeply impressed with a sense of the iniguity
of all prohibitory cuties on the necessaries of life
—fully aware of the unjust and partial principle
upon which the present corn-laws are founded
—and sensibly feeling, in the high price of food,
the effects of their oppressive operation—we
have often expressed our abhorrence of their
principle, our dissatisfaction with their opera-
tion, and our conviction that they ought to be
We, therefore, make no sacrifice of
principle in endeavouring to obtain their abrc-
gation.

We da not pretend to assert, that the corn
monopoly is the greaiest ; bnt it is one which

|is 80 glaringly unjust, that almost every person

who has the slightest perception of right and
wrong, except those who are benefitted by its
existence, can see and must admit the oppres.
sive and selfish nature of its establishment. It

|-was not designed and enacted for the purpose

of increasing the national revenue, but for ine
dividual aggrandisement —not for the protection
of the nation, but of a class—not for the benefit
of the people, but the aristocracy; and from
the injustice of its provisions being more di-
rectly, prominently, and frequently presented
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to the perceptions of the people, the natural
consequence may easily be inferred—that a very
great portion of them, who have studied but
little the principles of general politics, will seek
to obtain the destruction of a monopoly, the
influences of whieh are so obviously injurious,
before they will attack any other,

Consistency of principle dictates that those
who condemn an abuse should assist in remov-
ing it; and sound policy will point out the pro-
priety of attacking that abuse, against which
the greatest numbers can be arrayed. Con-
vinced by our own  observation, and the infor-
mation of others, that, if all who condemn the
present corn-laws would assist in destroying
them, there would be found a greater number
of opponents to their existence, than could pos-
sibly be at present obtained against any other
abuse, either in the constitution or laws of the
country : we, therefore, feel constrained to use
our best exertions to obtain their repeal.

But let it not be imagined that we compro-
mise, or wish you to compromise, the great
and righteous principle of equality of political
rights for which we have so long contended ;
and without which, we venture to assert, no
permanent good can be effected for the people
of this country. On the contrary, we believe
we are doing more to further the success of that
principle, by joining in the present agitation
against the corn-laws, than we could either by
opposing or standing aloof from it. For surely,
by seeking tostifle the expression of other peo-
ple’s opinions,when they do not exactly coincide
with our own, we should only show our intoler-
ance and bigotry, by endeavouring to deprive
others of their liberty, we chould oply prove
our unfitness to be entrusted with our own, by
standing aloof from, or by endeavouring to
thwart, any agitation having for its object the
good of our country, because it may not be for
objects which e think are of the greatest im-
portance ; we should only make known that we
were the slaves of ambition and faction ; whilst,
by allowing to others the same freedom of ex-
pressing their opinions which we claim for our-

selves—by being as careful of trenching on |

other people’s liberty as we should be firm in
resisting their invasion of ours—and by assist-
ing in abrogating every abuse in the institutions
of our country, whether those abuses be at-
tacked singly or collectively, we should prove
to all intelligent and candid men, that we are
honest and consistent advocates of the great
principles of commercial,religious,and political
equality. The latter course of conduct will en-
sure the respect and co-operation of all liberal-
minded and intelligent men in obtaining our
rights ; while the former would only convince
them that there would be danger in admitting
u8 to any share of political power.

But, independently of principles of consis-
tency and duty, principles of policy would com-
pel us to join the present agitation. Every re-
flecting mind must be sensible, that, as the
number and extent of monopolies can be dimin-
ished, the number of those interested in their
existence will diminish in proportion : and those
who had an interest in their continuance, on
finding that there is no hope of a renewal of
those by which they benefited, will be amongst
the most strenuous opponents of those ! which
may remain, becansg they will have the bes,

- - e — -
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| Robert Tetlow, Halifar,
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knowledge of their operations: those who are
seeking to destroy monopolies will increase in
intelligence, in confidence, in numbers, and in
strength ; and those who are striving to uphold
them will be diminished in number, dismayed
in spirit, and weak in action, till at last every
monopoly, save that of legislation, will be de.
stroyed ; and the people at large, on finding that
they are not benefited solong as that is suffered
to remain, will attack it with aunion, an en-
ergy, an intelligence, and a determination,
which will be resistless. But should the ut-
most efforts of the advocates of commercial free-
dom be of no avail in inducing the legislature
to comply with their wishes, then we shall have
gained a host of allies in attacking and endea-
vouring to destroy the monster monopoly—the
monopoly of political power, which is the fruit-
ful source from which all others spring, The
corn-law repealer will attack it as a means of
removing those laws which he believes are so
injurious to the commerce and prosperity of the
nation ; those who are desirous of removing re-
ligious distinctions in the state, and are striv.
ing to abolish compulsory payments for religi-
ous purposes, will attack it as a means of en-
forcing their principles, and redressing their
grievances ; whilst the friends of freedom in
commerce, inreligion, and in politics, will seek
its destruction as a means of correcting every
abuse, and removing every impediment which
prevents the full development of the faculties of
man and the attainment of the greatest degree
of happiness at which he can possibly arrive.

That the reasons which we have adduced will
be sufficient to persuade you to imitate our |

conduct, is the fervent wish of the undersigned |
members ot the Working Men's Anti-corn-law |

Conference.

James Mills, Thomas Lees, O!/dkam.

James Greaves, Waterhead Mill, Saddleworth.
John Adam, Forfar.

Joseph Corbett, Thomas Mackay, Birmingham.

Rohert Jones, John Canon, Liverpool.

William Parker, Leicester.

Robert Dronsfield, George Smith, Ashton-under- Lyne.
Timothy Falvey, A. Carruthers, Macclesfield,
John Finnigan, Great Torrington, Devonshire.
John Hampson, John Williamson, /Far inglon.,
WilliamWragg, Henry Raine, Bury,

B, 8. Treanor, Stalybridge.

John Murray, Neflingham,

William Tagylor, Reyton,

William Rattray, Corenfry.

R. D. Ramsden, Mossley.

J. Coddington, Stockport.

Thomas Bury, Salferd.

G. A. Fleming, London,

James Driver, William Pilling, Samuel Howarth,
Thos. Daveoport, Richard Edge, Christopher Wood,
Edward Young, H. Rothwell, Thomas Yates,
James Walkden, James Robb, William Aston,
Manchester.
Thomas O'Brian, President of the Fustian Cutters,
P. O'Neal, Copper-plate Printers,
Isaac Higginbottom, Engravers to Calico Printers,
Alexander Hutchinson, Edward Allen, James Naylor, |
T. Alley, J. Fletcher, at Messrs Sharp, Roberts & Co. |
Edward Watkin, James Morris, John Kelly, James
Nerille, James Daly, William Hague, James Harrison,
William Perkins, Michael Mc Cabe, J. Haywood,
John Watts,
Henry Bulfe, Thomas Mack, at Gallemore & Sons.

uoj)og
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CONFERENCE OF OPERATIVE ANTI-
CORN-LAW DELEGATES,

In pursuance of a resolution, unanimousl
agreed to by a numerous meeting of deputies
from the trades, mills, workshops, &e¢. in Man.
chester, heldin Carpenters’ Hall, on 24. Nov.
1811, ameetirg of deputies from the working-
men’s anti-corn-law associations throughout t];e
kingdom was held in Newall's Buil{iings, on
Saturday(New Year’sDay), *“for the purpose of
devising someeffectual means for obtaining the
total repeal of the bread and provision taxes,
and the compensation of the long-plundered
bread-eaters.” It was announced that the bu-
siness would be commenced at eight o’clock in
the morning ; but, owing to the arrangements
that were in progress for holding the anti-bread.-
tax meeting in the Town Hall, the chair was
not taken until twenty-five minutes after nige,
Mr. Edward Watkin was then called on to pre-
side, and, having stated the objects of the
meeting, he observed, that all the working-
men’s associations, whose addresses could be
obtained, were written to respecting the confer.
ence; and the result was, that favourable ye-
plies had been received from fifty-two of them,
and about two-thitds of that number had sent
deputies to the meeting. Besides these, there
was in attendance a considerable number of de-
puties from workshops in the neighbourhood of
Manchester,.—The chairman then introduced

Mr. Joun Apan, of Forfar, who read the
following documents : —
Forfar Central Associatlon, Dee, 23, 18411
DEAR Sin,

In answer to your's of vesterdav, 1 beo
leave to hand you the following ramarks, re-
garding (e conanuun of the iabuurmg portion

of the community,

You will please to observe, that in our es-
tablishments (Associations) all the goods dis-
posed of are sold for ready money, and the
commodities are almost exclusively confined
to the article of food. Another feature must
also be kept in view, for the better illustration
of the annexed statement, viz.; all the mem-
bers are bound to purchase what goods they
may require, from the shep of the particular
body of which thev are shareholders ; and that
we manufacture on our own account, what
bread may be required, and consequently pur-
chase flour or wheat for that purpose,

In the years 1835 and 36, this institution
averaged 255 members. During these years, we
sold the 41b. loaf at 41d. and 5d. We sold of
bread, from fine flour, weekly, from £24.

{ to £27., or nearly three loaves for each fa~

mily,

Bread being one of our staple commodities,
I have selected it as furnishing the best crite-
rion by which to judge how far, and in what
proportion, the labouring man (our members
being all of that class) has been driven to deny
himself and family, the use of nutritious and

' wholesome food, and to substitute something
in its stead, inferior in quality, because lower

in price.

By comparing the prices of sugars during
the above period, I find the average for the
two last years, to exceed that of 1835 and 36,
by fully 15s. per cwt. Indeed, almost eve
kind of food has been advancing latterly, while

the price of labour has been decreasing in more
than an equal ratio.
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There can be no doubt from what comes
daily under my observation, that the working
man is now compelled to purchase smaller

aantities of every article, and there can be as
little doubt, but his scanty means confine his
expenditure, entirely to the bare necessaries of
life. The condition of the operative classes
has been retrograding daily, for atleast two
years back, which has brought them to the
verge of destitution. Their clothing is now
worn bare: their families in want of those
comforts at home, which the inclemency of _thu
season demaads; and the hopes of bettering
their condition in this country, are now almost
annihilated. What renders their evils still
more distressing to a reflecting mind, 1s, that
the education of his children must be neglected ;
the means of procuring it being beyond any
exertion he can make; and it may be asked,
what results such a state of things must natu-
rally produce on a future generation ? -

It may also be observed, in reference tosmal-
ler quantities of goods being purchased ata
time, that the amount of our weekly receipts
are gradually falling off, although the nuwber
of members be the same. Since last May, the
difference is quite visible on the amount.®

Were we to change our ready money system
and allow credit, the quantity sold ‘.'fUtl:ld' be
very much increased ; but under the existing
circumstances in which the community 1s
placed, they would inevitably prove ruinous.

From what can be observed regarding the
condition of the labouring classes, it may be
confidently asserted, that were provisions lower
in price, and labour better paid, the weekly re-

saipts in such ghops as ours would be doubled,
as 1t 1s plan. the people have it vot in their

power to get either the guantity or qualily of
the necessaries of life which they do require.
I remain, Dear Sir, yours, J. BArrIE."”

“For the purpose of ascertaining the condition
of the working class, the town of Forfar was
divided into eighteen districts, which have been
carefully gone over, and great pains taken to

et as full and impartial information as possi-
ble. The following is the result from seven of
these districts taken indiscriminately, as the
lists were given in. The lists of the remaining
districts not baving been extended when this
was drawn up ; but this exhibits a fair view of the
1eal condition of the working classes of Forfar.

There were visited 510 families, consisting
of 1769 individuals. These, although almost
all who are able to work, have employ ment
have, after deducting for rent, fire and light,
only the following sums per day to keep them
in existence, viz. :—

40 Individuals have from6d. to 8d. pr. day.
61 55 “ &d. to 5id. do.
116 x “ 4d. to 43d. do.
247 taion % 3d. to 33d. do.
578 Kot “ 2d, to 23d. do.
667 “ 1d. to 13d. do,
118 a great part of which
—— are single women ldto £d. do.

1727

winders

and only 42 are out of employment.
The above gives a view of about a fourth part

ofthe working population of Forfar. W. Lowe.

* At that time we had drawn £127, per week for the previous
ar ; aud at the present time, the amonnt will not exceed
112.1 yet on the whole, our individual labour jn selling, i o
i ® was whon tae receipts were higher, J

The result of four week’s sale of bread,taken
in the month of July 1835 and 6, 1840 and 41,
in the Bast Association, Forfar : —

1835 1836 1840 1841

962 loaves 1183 loaves 606 loaves 643"
“The Lower Lodge of Free Masons consisted |
of seventy-four members entitled to ahtlm:nt in |
1810 ; there was paid of sick alimony, £8. 14s.
being at the rate of 87 weeks' sickness among |
the seventy-four; in 1841 there was paid of |
sick alimony £13. 133, being at the rate ol 136
weeks among the same members.”
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“The population for 1831, was 7949, I have
supposed the increase to have progressed as
above, judging from the state of trade for the
various years. Youare aware that this year a
good many have emigrated, which kept down
the population at the last census, and this has
been kept in view. If you look at the differ-
ence between 1840 and 1841, compared with
the other years, the average amount of cattle
has been rather high. 1 have failed in getting
the prices of meat, but one is aware that it has
risen,”

Mr. J. J. Finnigan, who was deputed to re-
present the association of Great Torrington,
drew a very distressing picture of the condition
of the working classes in that neighbourhood.
He had sojourned among them for a consider-
able time, and then considered them in the
worst possible condition ; but he had been au-
thorized by the chairman of the association to
state, that their condition was ten times worse
now, than when he considered it at the lowest
possible point.—Mr, Corbett and Mr. M‘Kay
were then introduced, as the deputies from Bir-

| back.

mingham. Mr. Corbett stated, that, as the
communication requiring their attendance had
not reached Birmingham until 28th December.

there was 1ot time to collect the information
necessary to lay before the meeting ; but that
information was now collecting, and would be
furnished as soon as possible, Mr, Corbett
dwelt for some time on the evils of monopoly,
and concluded by recommending union and
sobriety among working men, as necessary pre-
liminaries to the removal of their grievances.
Mr. Robeirt Jones, of Liaverpool, next ad-
dressed the meeting. He rejoiced to hear the
preceding speaker recommend gobriety among
the working classes. He (Mr. Jones) knew
both sides of that question, and thanked God
that he had been a sober man for the last six
years. He was ready to go as far as any man
in the extension of the suffrage. Though he
was nothing but a labouring man, a porter in
Liverpool, he thought he had as good a right
to say who should make laws for Robert Jones,
his wife, and eleven children, as any man in
the kingdom ; but, when he saw thousands of
his fellow. countrymen starving from hunger and
nakedness, and suffering miseries which he
could hardly describe, he thought the removal
of the corn-laws, which produced such a state
of things, had the first claim on his attention.
He then enumerated several instances, which
had come within his own knowledge, of priva-
tion and suffering among the industrious classes
of Liverpool, arising from the dearness of food

' and the want of employment.

REPORT.

The bread and flour dealers say, that in the years
1835 and 1836, when bread was cheaper, the work-
ing class customers in general bought flour or
bread in large quantities. This 'Eastal'lea.r they have
bought little flour and bread in small quantities.

The Grocers.
A many of them that have been in busincss for

- ten or fiftcor: Years, declare that they never knew

the trade so bad as it has been these few months

Provision Dealers.

There i8 a class of persons that deal in ralt
pork, salt fish, and potatoes, and they all say, that
the trade in pork and fish is nearly gone; all the
trade they have now is in potatoes.

T'ailors and Clothiers
That deal in clothes for the working class, say,
that their trade has been going worse for the last
two years; and at this time a many them are
nearly ruined.

The Shoemakers

That have to deal with the working class, all say
they never were in so bad a state as they are at
the present time. There are instances of trades-
men of various trades, pledging their clothes, or
furniture, to buy shoes, so that they may leave the
town and look for work elsewhere. And I believe
we shall eventually find, that there are thousands
of our fellow-workmen out of employ. I know
from actual observation, that there is a great
amount of suffering in many of the unhappy homes
of the labouring classes of the town.

I have \'isiteﬁ many houses of the poor, and have
found great misery in many of them ; one house
with three small apartments, inhabited by four fa-
milies, consisting of sixteen human beings without
beds, und very little furniture, all sold or pawned,
to buy bread or potatoes with. [t is my opinion,
take tradesmen of all kinds, labourers, dock-por-
ters, sailors, &e., thatone half of them are out of
work, or in other words, take the town through, the
labourers and tradesmen are working, at the most,
half time,

The Report from the schools is, that many of
the children of the working class, are not enabled to
attend the schools, in consequence of their parents
being out of employment, and the want of means
to send them. ROBERT JONES,




THE ANTI-MONOPOLIST.

— - =

Mr. Murray, the deputy from Nottingham, sta-
ted that he had seen the effects of the corn-laws on
the importation of food; and, from inquiries which
he had made as to its effects on the wages of work-
men, he had ascertained that, when the corn-laws
were passed, the wages for maid’s hose were 19s,

per dozen, and the rent for frame-work 4s. 6d. ;
and now, 12s. 6d. a dozen was the most that could
be got for that description of goods, and the rent
for frame-work was 3s. 9d. The workmen who
received 19s. a dozen for drawers at the time the
corn-laws were enacted, now received only 9s. 6d.

a dozen, with the same drawback in the frame rent,

He had always observed, that when food was cheap, |
work was plentiful; and when food was dear, work |
was scarce, and wages were low. So that, when-
ever wages were most wanted, they were least to
be had. In Nottingham the working classes were
in great distress. He had counted 117 stout,
healthly men engaged in “making a hole, and
filling it up again,” " They were employed at the
forest, in removing a bank of red sandstone, in
order that they might receive parish pay. Eleven
of them were harnessed to the gravel cart, like

beasts of burden. That was not a suitable occupa-
tion for human beings. The children in the work-
house of Nottingham died 30 rapidly that a coro-
ner’s inquest was held to ascertain the cause. It
was then found, that, in consequence of the erowd-
ed state of the workhouse, the mortality was five-
fold greater in it than outside. This circumstance
was sufficient to show the pauperized condition of
the working classes of Nottingham. He had fre-
.:vlentl}' stood in a baker’s shop, and observed that
the majority of the customers bought no more than
a pennyworth of bread at a time, A strong feel-
i1g of opposition ta the corn-laws had grown up
in that town; the working men had taken the
cause of free-trade into their own hands, and they

were determined not to relax in their exertions
until the food monopoly was uttcrly ahalished

Mr. Greaves, of Waterhead Mill, Saddle-
worth, next addressed the meeting, and, as a
proof of the distress existing in Saddleworth,
presented a statement, which exhibited a vast
increase of the number of unoccupied houses in |
the middle and upper divisions of Quick, Sad-
dleworth, in 1841, as compared with the pros-
perous year 1836, when food was plenty. Also

Evidence of the General Distress from
Schoolmasters.

Sirs,—My opinion relative to the labouring
class is, that their condition is indescribably
worse than it was some years ago; in 1836..7
I had from seventy to eighty scholars, who
were in general good payers, now I have only
twenty-seven, except what are compelled to
attend through working in factories and being
under thirteen years. I know many that have
left the schaol because their parents were too
poor to pay school dues, and I think, that
it operates in a similar manner with shopkeep-
€rs, mercers, publicans, butchers, &c., thus
causing a stagnation in all branches of business,

except pawnbrokers, auctioneers, and such as
speak an alarming state of society.
. JorN Dawsow, Schoolmaster, |
It is my opinion that the labouring-classes
generally, are unable to pay for their childrens’
education; as a consequence, they send them to
some Sunday-school, one perhaps that is near-
est; and others to places of the same persua-
sion, with respect to religious opinions that
;hey have been brought up to, and from this, I

think they get little knowledge that is perma-
nently useful, T have at present about a dozen
scholars, and in 1836 I hag from sixty to
seventy, all of which proceeds from want of
employment, dear bread, and a reduction of
wages. Pavr Cowper.
Our opinion on the subject of dear bread is,
that it has a great influence on the morals and
education of the working-classes, as it renders
the parents incapable of paying for the educa-
tion of their children ; and therefore, the con-
sequence is, that they run at liberty untaught
until a certain age, when they can be admitted
into the mills to work ; were it not for Sun-
day-schools they would be in a worse condition
than they are, and most of those are conducted
in such a manner, that they instil ignorance and
superstition more than any real lmdwledt_{m
J. Kxseur, E.OcpENx.

Middle Division of Quick, Saddleworth.
1836, Houses Occupied

s 22 Unoccupied ,........ 11
Tatal ot W . 500
1841, Houses Occupied . . . .. S it b
L L Unoccupied .. .... 98
sLotalr o 1o sl

Upper Division of Quick, Saddleworth.
1841, Houses Occupied . ... .. .. .. 197
4 g Unoccupied ,....... 53
Totali 5 Sesie 250

Mr. James Mills, Hatter, Oldham, then gave
the following Report of the Oldham Deputa-

tion to the Anti-corn Law Conference of Work.
Ve
D -

““ Several of the newspapers and public men
who undertake to defend the interests of the
monopolists and, by anticipation, the corduct
of the present government, assert that the dis.
tress in the country isneither so general nor so
severe as it has been represented to be: but, on
the contrary, not greater than on ordinary oe-
casions ; and that such representations have
been made for the purpose of proving the ne-
cessity of a repeal of the corn and provision
laws, and obtaining the support of all those
who feel for the distresses of their fellow-crea-
tures, and all those who are affected by reverses
in trade in effecting that repeal, by ascribing
the depressions in trade to proceed from the
operation of those laws. Another portion of
the press asserts that, though there are consi-
derable numbers out of employment, yet trade
is in a sound and healthy state, and the evidence
adduced in support of that assertion is, that
wages have nof been reduced !

Believing that such statements proceed either
from culpable ignorance, or a wicked desire to
suppress the truth for the purpose of deceiving
theirreaders and hearers info a belief, that the
advocates of a repeal of the corn laws are ac-
tuated by some sinister motive and desire to
obtain possession of other people’s property,
we must either pity or despise the assertions.
If such assertions proceed from ignorance the
attention of those who make them, isrequested
to the following facts: if they proceed from
wickedness, then an appeal is made to the public
who liave discernment enough to perceive the
truth and candour sufficient to acknowledge it.

|

e -}

The population of the town of Oldham,
according to the last census, is 42,593, of which
nine-tenths are dependent upon some manufac-
turing employment for the means of existence,
The number of persons capable of working is
19,200, of whom one half are fully employed,
one fourth partially employed, and’the remajn.
g fourth without employment, and, conse.-
quently, in a state of abject poverty and dis.
tress. The average wages of those persons wlio
are fully employed is 8s, per week, and of those
who are partially employed 4s. per week. a sum
hardly half sufficient for #heir proper maintain-

| ance, to say nothing of those dependent upon

them for their daily bread.

According to the census, the number of houses
inhabited, is 7892, uninhabited 1106, and in
coutse of building 27. The number of unin.
habited houses was in 1801, 19 ; in 1811, 39;
in 1821, 75; in 1831, 199 andin 184 1, 1106
being an increase of more than 450 per cent. on
the number in 1831.

In the year beginning March 1836 and en-
ding March 1837, the amount of poor’s rates
was £2068, 10s. 5d.; in 1837-38 £2873, Is. 2
in 1838.39 £3767, 8s. 13d.; in 1839-40
£5024, 16d. 8d.; in 1840-41, £7682, ls.; being
an increase of £4809, on the year 1837-38 ;
while those who have to pay it are in less pros-
perous circumstances, than they were at that
lime.

That an overwhelming majority of the people
of Oldham, are in principle opposed to the corn
laws, cannot be doubted by any one who has
paid any attention to their expressions of opin-

lon on the subject and though they gene.-
»elly agpsider the repeal of the monopo1¥y or 10od

as secondary to the repeal of the monopoly of
the franchise, yet it is such an unjust and sel-
fish enactment, thata very great portion of them
will not fail to take advantage of every favour-
able opportunity to effect its erasement from
the statute book.

That the price of food has very great influ-
ence upon the morals and education of the
working classes, can hardly be denied ; for
when food is high in price and labour low (and
they are generally concomitant) the bond of
union and respect between employers and
workmen is broken—the workman considers
his employer to be his greatest enemy and op=-
pressor, when in fact he is only the unwilling
instrument in the hands of a more distant agent
—monopoly. Unable to procure the necessary
food and c'othing, the labourer has no means
with which he can purchase intellectual enjoy-
ments, and if he could by assistance of others
obtain them, such is his anxiety of mind and
depression of spirits, that he would be unable
to cultivate them to advantage : his intellectual
facuities are depressed, his moral perceptions
weakened, and the only feelings nurtured in his
mind are envy and a thirst for revenge. That
the high price of food prevents the proper
education of the children of working people
the following testimony of ten schoolmasters of
this township goes far to prove :— * That dear
bread has a great influence on the morals and
education of the working classes, as it renders
the parents incapable of paying for the educa-
tion of their children; and consequently, they
are suffered to run at liberty, and untaught,
until & certain age, when they can be admitted
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into the millsto work."  Another m-lmfﬂ_mnﬂtu:-r
gays * that previous to the years 1838.9 his
gchool was well attended, but since then there
has been a gradual decline in the number of h.m
scholars, caused, as their parents say by their
inability to pay even the least sum for the edu-
eation of their children, in consequence of the
high price of food, and the low rate of their |
wages." |
In this neighbourhood the reduction of wages
has been gradual and alarming. The employers

have had recourse to it in the vain hope that |
it would give them relief—would save them |

from ruin: and the employed have submitted in
silence and peace, because they 'l.’.'l.'lll.lnl not see
the slightest probability that resistance would
be attended with success.

§ ¢ Though one portion of the supporters of mo-
nopoly may admit that the distress 18 extensive
and alarming; though they may ascribe it to over

roduction, and say that time must effect 1ts
removal; though this may be comfortable doc-
trine to those who are wallowing in overy luxury,
that the mind can invent or the senses desire,—
yet the man with ragged raiment and an empty
stomach, who hears the famishing cries of his
children for bread, and sees their scanty cover-
ing from the inclemency of the weather, justly
construes the preaching of patience into mock-
ery and insult--feels it keenly, and, 1I'purser-:lrml
in, will most assuredly resent it on the first
favourable opportunity.”

Mr. Aston, from DBolton, expressed his
willingness to co-operate with the meeting,

in their efforts to effect the total repeal of the
CUTIE Xisvr s AL.. dc yuty frosa AIACC (g~

Lalws
field, was proceeding l:':-'; address the meeting
on the evil effects which the corn-laws had
produced on the silk trade; but, it being then
a quarter past eleven o'clock, the meeting ad-
journed, in order to attend the anti-bread-tax
demonstration at the Town-Hall.

THE PUBLIC MEETING,
The public meeting of the operatives was

held in the Town Hall, at twelve o’clock, Jomy |

Brooxks, Esa., was propoged as chairman, when
Mr. Linney, who was at the head of a body of
chartists, gave the signal for opposition, but they
were out-numbered by an immense majority,
and Linney having acknowledged that they
were beaten, the uproar subsided.—Mr. J

Brooxs, as chairman, then addressed the
meeting, the object of which, he said, was to
petition for the total and immediate repeal of
the corn-laws, and for the appointment of a
committee on the subject of compensation,
With regard to compensation he said he was
quite satisfied that justice would not be accom.
plished until the subject had been considered,
and therefore be thought it was quite right there
should be a committee to look into it, for his
notion was that when injury was deme to any
party it should be repaired. (Applause.) Mr.
O'Connell had called the whigs * base, bloody,
and brutal ;" but he woull say that the people
who made the law of 1815 were base, brutal,
and unrighteous law makers—for they devour-
ed the widow and the orphan, and starved peo-
ple to death. (Applauee.)

Witniam Rawson, Esq,, next addressed
the meeting, and meved the following resolu-
tion, which was seconded by Mr. Epwanrp
Warkin :—

“That this meeting, though indignant at the
rejection of the prayer of a million and a half of
adult male inhabitants of Great Britain and Ireland,
by the houses of parliament, and convineed that in
order to obtain any great act of justice to the peo-
ple, some stronger expression of public opinion is
necessary, does oconsider it expedient, in order that

the new House of Commons especially should be

| convinced of the wide-spread hatred of breadtax-

ing oppression felt by the people of the United
Kingdom, and the general desire not only for the
removal of an act of injustice, but for retribution
upon those who have perpetrated and profited by
it—to petition both houses of parliament in favour
of the total and immediate repe al of the bread and
provision taxes, and to recommend in such petition
| the immediate appointment of a committee for the
| e :
purpose of considering the best mode of making
that due compensation which the suffering people
| - -
| have a right to demand from the aristocracy of the
| country.”
| Mr. Tismoray Farvey next addressed the
meeting in an admirable speech in support of
the resolution, which was also supported by
| Mr. PoustNxey.—Before the resolution was
put, a chartist amendment was handed to the
| chairman, which he said did not come within
the object of the meeting ; but he would read
lll':'l o ]"'"‘"-i "I"'l.\l- ------ fing Ls J“""h-l ;r"' '“h"!h'.'r ]T.
ghould be entertained. It was as follows : —

“ That this meeting is of opinion that there will
never be justice done to the people of England till
they are admitted within the p.;'ur of the constitu.
tion by passing into a law the people’s charter.”

The meeting decided by about five to one
that the amendment should not be put. The
original motion was then carried by a large
majority, amidst great cheering.

Mr. J. J. F1xN1GAN then moved, and R.
R. Moore, Esq., seconded a petition to both
houses of parliament, of which the following is
a copy:—

T'o the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain
and [reland, in Parlianient assembled.

The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of Man-
chester, in Public Meeting assembled.

Sheweth,—That your petitioners conceive that
no class in the community ought to be protected

by law in the perpetration of injustice,—that no
l[ individual or class has a right under the wing of
| law, which ought to be the personification of im-
Ipu.riialjtmlce, to live without labour out of the
proceeds of the toil of any other individual or elass ;

| —and that as it has often been declared by parlia-

ment, that the wages of the working man cannot
be raised, maintained or fixed by law, it is incon-
sistent and unjust by law to raise, maintain, or fix
the price of the food of the working man ;

and as
they know that it has been proved before commit-
tees of your honourable house, that corn can be
grown in Great Britain and sold by British farmers

at 40s., a quarter, or 244., a quarter less than the

- - - r

: price at which it is the intention of the eorn law s
! fix it, and also that L}' the evidence of My, John
| Deacon Hume, given also before g committes of
your honourahle house ; it has been proved that the
corn and provision laws infliet an annusl burden
upon the people of atleast £50,000,000 s sum
three times as great as the entire snnual wayes of
all the persons engaged in the cotton manuf o ire
and more than twice as great as the whole armouynt
of the annual wages paid to one million of the best
paid agricultural labourers, they do most earnest-
ly pray that your honourable house will immedi.
ately obey the voice of justice, by totally ‘sbelish-
ing the unchristian and immoral cors and provi-
| sion laws, and thus shew o those disposed other-
wise to doubt it, that you are the s ipporters of
right, even though it may be opposed by wealth
and power, and not the upholders by the abuse of
law, of the tyranny aad injustice of & small but
rich and powerful fraction of the community.
| And your petitioners would further represent
"

Lo your honoura )le house that the corn and pro-

vision laws in their present, or in a similar form,

have taken at least £50.000,000 per annum out
of the pockets of the industrious and useful portion
of the community for twenty-six years, and thus
have inflicted a total burden of £1.300.000.000
which vast sum has enriehed and overfed the land-

owners of the country, at the expense of the mi

E=

¥

ery and privations of the peeple

the premature

of vafl Numbers,

. and

: : v
death by lpgr | famsine

I'herefore
your petitioners humbly suggest to vour by Bour.
}

1
a}li'.- A

0

i

use, the immedia‘e appointment of a ¢

Ll:_
miflee, whose task it shall be 10 ascertain in what

manner the i:;ju'r-.-j bread-eaters of Great Britain

. ke

and Ireland may be best compensated for the great

d
upon the im por-

tation of foreign corn, or by any other plam whicl

iy

for so ]

*

'---.-]1.... hew b ~
IOS5 and damage they have ng a pen

sustained—whether by a bounts

shall in the superior wisdom of parliament appear

ta he most ad ipted to arswer the object in tiew.

And your petitioners in conclusion would direct
| the attention of your honourable house to the pre-
sent unjastly emall amount of the burdess of the
state defrayed by the 'land, and would humbly
pray, that as the rental of land has risen enor-
mously since the imposition of the present tax upon
it,—the tax may be increased in proportion ; aud
that thus about £20,000,000 per annum may be
taken off the shoulders of labour agd placed upon
the rich proprietors of the soil.
And your petitioners will ever pray, &e.

This petition was received with loud cheering,
and agreed ta without a single murmur. Mr.
DUGGAN moved that it be presented by the mem.
bers of the borough to the Commons, and to the
Lords by the Right Hon. the Earl of Radnor,——
| Mr. WATTS seconded the motion, and it wgs car-

ried,——Mr. FLeMING, of London, next address-
 ed the meeting, which then, after a vote of thanks
o the chairman, separated,
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SATURDAY AFTERNOON SITTING.

At a quarter past three o’clock, the deputa-
tions re-assembled, and Mr. John Adams, of
Forfar, having been called to the chair, the bu-
siness of the conference was resumed.—Mr.
William Parker, shoemaker, of Leicester, hav-
ing been introduced to the meeting, stated,
that he had not been able to provide himself
with any statistical information which could be
of any service to the conference, because a full

ort from Leicester, drawn up and presented
at the Midland Counties Conference, was al-
ready before the public. The aspect of affairsat
his locality was not very favourable to the cause
of mere corn-law repeal. They had agitated in
vain for that object for a long time; and the
opinion was gaining ground in Leicester, that
a certain infiuential portion of the public should
be aided in agitating for the extension of
the suffrage. Mr. Biggs, the late mayor of
Leicester, had drawn up an amended charter,
which he (Mr. Parker) should have great plea-
sure in laying before the meeting any time the
shairman might think proper.—{ The Chairman
said the proper time would be at the conclusion
of the business then before the meeting.|—
Having made some appropriate observations on
the evils resulting from the corn-law monopoly,
Mr. Parker concluded by expressing his con-
viction that the anti-corn.law agitation should
not be merged in any other, but that a separate
agitation should be commenced for any other
measure which the people consider it desirable
to obtain. — (Cheers.)

Mr. Dronsfield, yarn dresser, Ashton-under-
Lyne, presented the following report from that
town —

«[n presenting before you a statement of the con-
dftion of the working classes of Ashton-under-Lyne,
we have endeavoured to ascertain as far as possi-
Yle the correciness of the following faets, to which
we now call your attention: The monthly amount
of poor-rate collected in 1836 was £475; in 1841,
£968 : thus the rates collected in 1841 were'double
thase collected in 1835. In 1835, the bank owed
to the parish £2,500; in 1841, the parish owed to
the bank and other creditors, £3,600. There are
about 500 uninhabited houses in the borough. Cot-
tage property has, since 1835, been reducedin value
about 25 ‘per cent; public-house property about
30 per cent, There are upwards of 2,000 persons
destitute of employment; and this destitution has
not been merely confined to those employed in
manufactures. Joiners, cabinet makers, bricklayers,
masons, machine makers, &c., are among the num-
ber. Mechanics now employed in Ashton and its
neighbourhood, are five-sixths fewer than in
1835. One machine shop has for some time en- |
tirely closed for want of work, and the rest have
had little more than half employment; and that

rary circumstances, such as the construction
of railroads, &c. The reduction in the wages of
#he aperatives since 1835 has been about 17 per |
eent. There are eight mills entirely closed, and
the rest have not had full employment: indeedl, |
during the years of 1839 and 1841, the principal |
mills did not average more than 10} hours per day,

books. The applications for out-door relief, in
1835, for two weeks, were on an average, 50: in
1841, they have been, for the same period, 170..
The number of inmates in the Workhouse, in 1835,
averaged about 140; in 1841 they have averaged
about 220. The increase in the price of provisions
has also heen felt in the Workhouse. 1In 1835 the
average cost of provisions was 3s. per head per
week ; in 1841 they have averaged 4s. per head
per week. The support of public institutions has
also very materially decreased. A medical dispen-
sary was established in the neighbourhood of Ash-
ton in 1838, consisting of 4,000 members: they
have now fallen off to 1,000; 3,000 having left, as-
signing, as one of the reasons for so doing, their
inability to continue payment. These facts, start-
ling as they are, present but a faint picture of the
appalling amount of misery and wretchedness exist-
ing around us. It may in truth be said of many,
that they do not live,—they merely exist. The con-
dition of the people premises any thing but peace
and security to those who have so long system-
atically robbed them. There is a point beyond
which human endurance cannot go; and there is
a very strong impression amongst our fellow-
workmen, that we are rapidly approaching that
point. Not only the evil, but the cause, 1s felt
and appreciated. Class legislation is acknowledged
to be the origin of all the evils which we suffer ;
and first and foremost stand the corn-laws, pres-
sing as they do so peculiarly upon ourselves as
working men. Whatever difference of opinion there
may be among us, as to the mode of getting rid of
these evils, there is none as to the fact of these laws
operating injuriously upon us in shutting us out
from the markets of the world, and in compelling
us to pay for our corn more than its legitimate
price. The iniquity of the system is beginning to
be seen in its true light, and we trust that ere long
) the demand for compensation for past robbery will

be made through the length and breadth of the
Iﬁnr]. ]"IL" 1.".-“_1, :|+a;hljl?’;¢.w_ ) . 1.—._-.1, e orach a

manner that it will be at the peril of the land-
owners to disregard it.” ;

Mr. Tetlow, lelter.press printer, Halifax,
after a brief address on the importance of ob-
taining the immediate abolition ofthe corn-laws,
presented the following report of the condition
of the Working Classes in Halifax—

“In order to ascertain the extent of commercial
distress in this town, it was agreed by the opera-
tive anti-corn law association, to divide the town
into ten sections, and appoint two persons to make
the necessary enquiries in each district.

Before this survey was gone into, we fancied we
could form a pretty correct estimate from observa-
tion and experience, of the amount of suffering
endured by our class; but since the enquiry was
made, we have found that our conceptions have
fallen very much short of the reality : nay, we
scarcely could have believed a report of what we
have witnessed. The scenes of wretchedness, pri-
vation and suffering, which was found in some
parts of this town, was appalling. Sixty-two
families have been forced from their homes into
lodgings, where there are two and three, and even
four families in one small house of two rooms,
with scarcely a vestige of furniture. Some are
lying upon straw on the cold ground; others
had been without fire in their houses for two or
three days, and not a morsel of flour, meal, or

mstead of 12 hours. The cost of fiving has been |
nearly doubled in those articles which form the |
ohief consumption of the working classes; and
such is the distress, that shopkeepers complain
bitterly of their customers being unablle to pay them,
whioh, in many instances, leads them to abandon
sheir regular shops, and drives them to submit to
ooarser food, and also to buy in less quantities.
The inareasing amount of distress may be learned
ftom the fellowing fucts maken from ths parish |

other food in the house. One Emnr woman de-
clared, she had not eaten a morsel for twod aye. In
one house, containing two families, was a female

' in a corner of the room clothed in rags, near her

= = =

had fourpence halfpenny per week per head, to live
on ; three persons, four and sixpence, and three at
three shillings per week : five in one family who
had eight shillings per week ; one of eight persons
at ten shillings, and one of four persons at eight °
shillings ; one of eight persons six shillings Ber
week ; one family of three persons have only had
three shillings per week for the last seventeen
weeks ; one family of seven, who are hurrying on
a miserable existence upon seven shillings per
week ; nine in a family, eleven shillings ; five in
one family who have only had one meal a day for
the last six weeks, and had not a morsel to eat on
Christmas day ; one family of twelve persons at
ten shillings per week. We could enumerate a
many more cases : the above are sufficient, as a
sample of those who are but partially employed,
and those who are fully employed are in a many
cases, in a most hopeless condition, not being abls
to earn more than seven or eight shillings per
week, and some not so much.  Furniture in some
cottages, moderate ; others, in a miserable plight,
This account as far as it goes, is a plain unvarnished
tale, and we are of opinion, that if relief does not
come, and come soon, the bonds of society will be
burst asunder, and anarchy and confusion prevail—
endangering the very existence of our once far-
famed and beloved country. Let every well wisher
of his country try to prevent so fearful a result, by
calling the attention of our legislators, to our de-
plorable condition at this momentous crisis.” '

Mr. Williamson, watchmaker, of Warrington,
expressed his fears, that unless the corn and
provision-laws were soon repealed, a starving
people might be goaded into acts of desperation
by the pressure of want.—(Cheers.) The re-
port which he presented, stated, that, as corn
became dear, trade generally declined, and
that employment for the operative classes be-
came more precarious and worse remuneraterd

hands employed in the various factories in War-
rington, distinguishing those who are fully from
those who are partially employed ; and the re
sult appeared to be, that a large proportion of
the operative class are nearly one half the year
idle.

Mr. Rothwell, weaver, from Bolton, having
condemned the corn and provision-laws as the
fruitful source of injury to the labouring classes,
and as the great impediment to the onward
march of popular freedom, stated, amongst
other things, that there were in Bolton at this
time—inclement though the season had been,

'h
‘[ The quantity of all sorts of bedding, and arti-

and might be expected still to be—1,500
blankets 1a pawn, pledged by the poor, in order
to obtain a little food for their starving families.

cles of clothing in pawn, was equally great.
Mr. Rothwell then read the following report—

“ There are at present, in Bolton, fifty mills,
which formerly employed 8,124 workpeo 1{@. Of
these there are thirty mills, and 6,061 wanpenple,
r::il;hir standing idle, or working only four days a
 week.

“ Spinners' Wages.—In 18135, the time of pas-
sing the corn-laws, the price paid for No. 60 twist
was D3d. per Ib. Since that period, the price has

gradually declined—except in 1836, when an ad-
' vance of 71 per cent was obtained,—and nowis 3}
| per 1b.

| * Hand-loom Weaving,—In 1815, the price paid

confinement, and actually famishing for bread. | for weaving a 6-4 60 cambric was 14s. Since that

This is but a small number of cases: we could

| time,—with the exception of the years 1835-G,

mention many others of that t'ln._sa who are without l when the wages were advanced about 20 per cent,
work, which numbers 768, whilst the number of | —the price has gradually fallen, and is now 4s. 6d.

those who are about half employed, exceeds 700 |
| Maeline Makers.—In 15836, the number of hands

persons, many of whom do not know where the next

“ Ivron Founders, Engineers, Millwrights, and

meal i3 to come [rom. One family of two persons, | employed were about 2,280. There are at present

It also furnisscd & statemrent Of toie number of
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& employed about 1,375. Many of the best of those

. artisans have left the country, and are gone to

w

e T Lo - -

Hamburg, Balgium, Russia, France, ﬂmv‘ricn, &e,
In 1836, many of these hands were working over-

" time, and making from nine to twelve days a week

at present, many of those employed are only
working from two to four days a week.

- & Carpenters, Stonemasons, Bricklayers, Saw-

yers, Shoemakers, §e. are in no better condition r

than the above, but some of them are much worse”

Mr, B. S. TReanor, of Stalybridge, made some ex-
cellent observations upon the tendency and operations of
the corn and provision monopolies.  He stated that the
poor were compelled to pawn even the most necessary ar-
ticles of clothing, in order to obtain food. He knew of
ono case in particular, where & poor woman, with a large

¢imily, actually pawned the shoes from her feet in order

' to obtain & morsel of bread for her starviug children,

Mr, Treanor then read the following statements from
parties who had visited the poor, and reported upon their
condition ;—

& In the district we have visited, we have found 44 fa-
milies, containing 184 persons, living upon 1s. 1}d. per
head per week, having clothing and fuel to provide, and
reat to pay, in addirion to food ; also 23 famiiies, con-
taining 122 persons, living upon 2s. 4d. per head per
week, haviog clothing, &¢. to find ; and also thirteen fa-
milies, containing 86 persons, living upon 2s, 114, per
head per week, having clothiog, &e. to flnd, Out of the
sbove-mentioned list, there are 36 persons Who have no-
thing whatever coming in.  There are several who have
bad their beddiog in pawn, and many others whose bed .
ding is in a nretched state, having scarcely any thing to
cover them, There are 76 out of employment in the
district.”

“ G. HOYLE, Independent Minister,”

not avernsL BAlEs A cight whose weekly earmings 43
not average 2s, per head ; two whose earnings are about
2s. ; and five families who are earning nothing. Seven
of the above-mentioned families are entirely destitute
of bedding, and thirteen whose bedding is extremely
miserable.”

He (Mr. Treanor) remembered, that Sir Robert Peel
had referred to the savings’ banks as a prool of the
prosperity of the country; but a better test of the
state of the people, of the working elasses at least, was
Let the hon.
baronet look there, and he would ficd argument enough
to prove, that dear food and declining trade were grind-
jng the poor to the earth.
real beautiful girl, of the lower classes, as they were
termed, had lost one finger and was losing another
from scrofula, brought on, as the doctor positively de-
clared, by the want of a proper quantity of clothing,
and a sufficient supply of food. He (Mr. Treanor)
thought that compensation ought to be demanded from
the bread-taxers for thesufferings inflicted on the people
by their acts of injustice. When the slaveholders were
compelled to give up their traffic in theblood. bones,
and lives of their fellow-men, they demanded and ob-
teined compensation. When the boroughmongers were
driven out of Gatton and Old Sarum, they too demand-
ed compensation—even every corporation officer who
was deprived of his situation, demanded and received
eompensation. Why, then, should not a suffering peo-
Ple, plundered of their property, robbed, and robbed
for years, of their happioess, demand compensation for
their sufferings and loss > The people demanded it—it
"as just that they should ask it, and by union and de.
termination 'Inhﬂr would assuredly get it. {App!nnu.) l

to be found in the pawnbrokers’ shops.

He knew of a case where a

Mr. D, R. Ramspen, from Mossley, said—
ife could not present a complete report as to the state
of the districts which he had the honour to
Though they had not felt the depression of trade as se-
verely as some towns, whose condition had been described

represent.

by other delegates, yet many families in Mossley, and
the neighbourliood, were in very great distress, and some
were in absolute misery. e had heard of one family who
had not an ineh of llanket to cover them from the win.
ter's blast, and of some totally unemployed, mod who ex”
ist on eleemosynary or parish aid. Nearly all the mills
wera working on short time, viz. four days @ week, and
some were wholly stopped The restrictions oo trade,
and more especially the corn and provision laws, seemed
to threaten both employers and employed with ruin

and therefore it was the intercst of all to unite for their
abolition. They had established an anti-monopoly socie-
ty, which, though its memhers aimed more immediately
to assist in the destruction of the monopolies in food,
created by the corn and provision laws, desired also the
Let the

delegates there assembled, conclude upon some practica-

abolition of the church and suffrage monopolies,

ble plan, so that when they return home, they may
unite the energies of their fellow-men in the struggle, for
the removal of those accursed laws, which spread poverty,
desolation, and death thronghout the land,

Mr. Taylor, of Royton, then presented a
report for that township. The report stated,
that the circumstances of the manufacturers
and workmen in that township, had, during
several years, gradually deteriorated. In order

to ascertain the degree of distress existing in
thie townahip, it wwae divided into Alstriets, and

suitable persons appointed to collect the neces-
sary inforination, with instructions to notice no
family except where the members had less than
2s. 6d. per head per week for their subsistence.
It was ascertained (hat 627 persons in this
township had only £47.10s.1d.or ls. 63%d. per
head per week to live upon. The most strik-
ing deficiency was observed in the bedding.
The state of education wasnot considered pros-
perous, and the teachers complained of being
badly paid.— Mr. Thomas M*‘Kay, of Birming-
ham, addressed the meeting at some length,
on the evils of the corn-laws, and the necessity
for agitating for their repeal.—Mr. Raine, from
Buary, having briefly addressed the meeting,
handed in the following report : —

“ Although the want of employment, and the
prevalence of distress, is not so general in Bury as
in some other manufacturing towns, yet distress,
deep and increasing, is in the midst of our peo-
ple, such as was heretofore unknown. The fol-
lowing is the result of visiting the houses of our
operatives, and of the most minute inquiries into
their circumstances :—Families visited, 776, com-
prising 3,982 persons; of these, only 1,107 are
employed, whose weekly earnings amount to
£316. 0s. 8., or about 19d. per head per week,
for food, fuel, rent, &ec. &ec. The decrease in the
amount of wages paid will be seen from the state-
ment of Messrs. Walkers, founders and machine
makers ; and I fear other establishments are simi-

larly situated :— £

Wages paid by Messrs. Walker in 1836 .. 45,458
55 1" 1837 .. 36,687
1. 4 1838 .. 47,565
“ . 1839 .. 40,003
e - 1840 , 28,833
" o 1841 .. 23,804

with a prospect of a still greater falling-off. —Un-

occupied houses, upwards of 400; no rents to be
obtained for many which are occupied ; shopkeep-
era selling in smaller quantities, and books full of
old debts, which they are unable to oollect ; poor-
rates increasing at a fearful rate, The most desti-
tute class of operatives are calico printers. The
operatives generally wish a repeal of the corn and
provision laws; though many think it cannot be
obtained without an extension of the suffrage, and-
therefore keep back from our assoclation.”

Mr. William Aston, weaver, Bolton, mid,
his brother delegates had spoken of the distress
of those men who weie partially or totally un-
employed ; but there wasa vast amount of keen
distress amongst those who were in full work,
Numbers of men were working 14, 15, and
*even 16 hours per day, for 84, per week ; and
hundreds of men, young, strong, and healthy,
were undergoing similar toil for 4s. 6d. a week.
When the high price of food was considered, it
was easy to imagine the miserable condition of
those men.—(Mear.) Mr. Thomas Dayenport,
spinner, Bolton, stated, that epinners’ wages
were reduced 20 or 30 per cent. since 1835,
| He had that morning requested the manager of
the mill where he worked to look at the wages,
book, and state how much his (Mr.Daveport's)
wages had been reduced since 1835; and, tak-
ing into account the increased quantity of work
he turned off, the reduction was found to be no
less than twelve shillings a week, while the cost
of his food kad nearly doubled.—(Hear.)

Mr. Avexanner HourcHixsow, delegate from the
workmen employed in the extensive machine manunfactory
of Messrs. Sharp, Roberts, and Co. read an address,

lﬂrﬁ‘ﬁd to at their wror ks, Lo the dﬂ‘]ﬂﬂth-, and the “kai.n-g
classes generally. The address sttributed the prevalent

distress to the * restrictions upon commerce end indus-
try—the decrees which prohibit us from exchanging our
labour whenever and wherever we can obtain the grearest

equivalent io retarn.”’ Having entered at considerabls

leagth into & consideration of the evils arising from such
restrictions, and the advantages that would flow from their
removal, the address concloded 83 follows :—

‘“ Whilst, then, we contribute our small aid to
our suffering brethren, we call for, we claim, we
demand the entire and immediate abolition of these
barbarous prohibitions; and depri*.'ed, as the ma-
jority of us are, by the limitation of the elective
franchise, from expressing our opinion through
representatives in the national legislative assem-
bly, we pledge ourselves to take every justifiable
means, by our individual and united exertions, for
bringing to an end these unjust, cruel, and mon~
strous restrictions, and in ohtaining for every hon-
est working man a voice in the making cf those
laws by which he is to be governed.”

Mr. Hutchinson then remarked, fhat they were unani-
| mons in their desire to obtain the abolition of the corn-
laws, and of all taxes upon the people’s food, and restrio-
tions on commerce.

Although many were sincere advo-
cates for the charter, they did not see why they shonld
| iay their hands from aiding in the endeavours being
| made to unfetter csmmerce, Two trade socleties, with
which he was connected, were likewise unanimous ig
their desire for repeal; and several others, he believeds
if judicious means were taken, would join the movement,
and make a public demonstration in favour of it. Indeed,
it waa contemplated to call a meeting of trades upon the
The organization of the tyades was perfect

and if they coull greft the sgilation npon that orgeniza«

subject,
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tion, the most happy resulls might be expected to follow.
He must observe, that one reason for the want of due co-
operation on the part of the most educated nnd intellectual
portion of the trades (who, he contended, were the natun.
ral leaders of the working classes) was the strife and ill
feeling caused by the opposition of the chartists. He
blamed the chartists for their conduct, and he also blamed
the corn-law repealers for retaliating upon them,—as he
thonght it wonld be better even to have ny meetings than
to waste energy nnd time in contentiona with them,
Another reason for this want of due support was, that the
trades and other intelligent working men were waiting' to
fee some specific plan propounded, by which the corn-
laws would be at once abolished. He considered the plan
proposed by the Daily Bread Society well worthy of con- |
sideration; and he hopel that, before the conference
finally broke up, some effective plan would be agreed
llpl.'llh

Mr. FaLvey, of Macclesfield, then moved, and Mr.
Tromas M‘Kay, of Birmingham  seconded, the following
resolution, which was cariied unanimously:—** That this
meeting is of opinion, that the curn and provigion laws
are unchristian in their intention &rannical and injurious
(to the working classes especinlly) in their operation, and
ought, therefore, to be totally and imme liately repeal »d.”

On the motion of Mr. MiLrs, of Oldham, the confe-
rence adjourned to Monday morning, at nine o'clock.

MONDAY.

The conference resumed business at ten
o'clock this merning. Mr. CorBETT, Of Bir-
mingham, in the chair. Mr, Apaw, of Forfar,
drew the attention of the meeting to the ques-

tion of compensation. He did not think the
landlords should be called upon to refund the
milliens which they had taken from the people
—it would be impossible for the landlords to
do so0; but there ought to he such a revision of
the taxatien as would make the landlords bear
their due share of the public burdens. He
then moved— L :

 Thatthis meeting considering that the corn and provi.
sion laws bave for a long period robbed the people of alarge
portion of their property, viz. of the fruits of their labonr,
the proceeds of which spoliation have found their way in, |
to the pockets of the rich landowners, do conidser that
the people have a just right to be compensated by such
regeivers for the injury they hava sustained. And that
this meeting, aware that many difficulties arein the way
of due compensation, and that much difference of opinion
as to the mode’of making it exists, considers that, in the
event of the meéw parliament refusing totally to abolish
the corn and provision laws, the people should decide
apon the best and safest mode of making compensa-
tion, and then agitate public opinion in order to ob-
t%in it,”

Mr. Edward Watkin, in seconding the resolu-

tion, said, he considered himself in some measure
bound to take that course which it recommended. |
The public meeting, at which he was appointed to
represent a certain portion of the working classes at |
the conference, agreed toa resoultion pledging them-
sclves to agitate until the aristoeracy made compen- |
sation to the people; and at different meetings, sub-
sequently held, this course of conduct was con- |
sidered to be the best adapted for the attainment
of the object in view. If the large assembly which
he had the honour to represent were polled
through, scarcely an individual would be found
who would not assert the prineiple that the people
were entitled to receive compensation from the ari-
stocracy who had fattened themselves from their
sufferings. The propriety of making this claim was
not first suggested by young and inexperienced
men, who did not understand the matter—it was |
first proposed by the father of the anti-com-law
itation—the author of the Anti-corn-law Cate-
ehism—Colonel Thompson ; and the claim was con-
sidered just and legitimate by the Rev. Patrick
Brewster, who, in a letter addressed to him (Mr. |
Watkin) a few weeks ago, used these words:— |
*I cannot help expressing my satisfaction, that the |
working men getting up the meeting have the !
sense and spirit te domand eompensation. Would |

| not the means of procuring subsistence.

—r

that the league had the courage to join them in | put from the chair, and unanimously adopted,—

that claim !—it would sooner bring our unfeeling
oppressors to their senses.”—(Cheers.) Though
that claim had been put forward by a few, yet
backed as it was by two men whom all parties re-
spected, it was surely entitled to the consideration
of the meeting. The resolution contained the de-

claration of a principle which would lead to inquiry | recommended by the Daily Bread

elsewhere. And although a bounty on the impor-

tation of foreign corn, ora revision of the taxation, |

was not specifically demanded, still the claim of
compensation would hang over the aristocracy,

| like the sword suspended by a single hair over the

head of Damocles, and keep them in constant
terror until something was done for the people.—
(Cheers.) He considered a repeal of the corn-law
would be a great gain in the first instance: when
that was obtained, and publi¢c'opinion strengthen-
ed, something more might be accomplished.
seconded the resolution for the purpose of obtain-
ing from the conference an expression of opinion
on this "important subject.—Mr. Murray, of Not-
tingham, was of opinion that compensation, in
some shape or other, should be had. The ari-
stocracy had proclaimed to the world, through their
organs, that they were worth £3,000,000,000 of
money ; and he thought, that, as they had saddled
the country with £1,000,000,000 of a national debt,
they should be called on to liquidate it by paying
Gis. 8d. to the pound for one year. He would for-

give themall their bygone robbery, if they paid |

that debt. They might discharge it in ten years
by paying 8., to the pound on their boasted capi-
tal. That was all the compensation he would de-
mand from them; and surely, after charging the
people 30 per cent on their food beyond its real
value, they (the aristocracy) have no reason to
grumble at the proposition.—Mr. Mills, of Oldham,
suggested that the resolution should merely declare
the principle, that compensation should be given,
without any roforenna te nltarinr maagyresif com.
yensation were refused. After some observations
}‘mm Mr. Taylor, Mr. Lees, and Mr. Greaves, the
latter part of the resolution, which had reference
to ulterior measures, was cancel'ed.—Mr. Watts
approved of the demanding of compensation, and
wished the declaration of the people’s right to it to
go fcrith.  After some further conversation, the
resolution, in its amended form, was put from the
chair and carried unanimously.—Mr. Mills, of
Oldham, then proposed an address for the adop.
tion of the meeting. (See first page.)

Mr. Greaves seconded the motion.—NMessrs, Mur.
ray, Dronsfield, Adam, Finnigan, and Watkin
supported the address.—Mr. Taylor, of Royton,
wished the insertion of a elause in it, recommend-
ing sobriety among working men.—Mr. Mills
thought it rather paradoxical to warn men against
drinking in an m&dr{'ss which supposed they had
He liked
to have a good glass of ale himself, and he would
not therefore recommend his countrymen to live on

| cold water and Pﬂtﬂtm's,u—[L&ughtér.}—'\lr. Tay-

lor considered his recommendation quite consistent
with the spirit of the address; asit was a well-

known faet, that those drank the most who could |

the least afford to do so. He was of opinion, that
some such recommendation should be embodied in
the address.—Myr. Watkin said, a few individuals
had recently agreed 1o0'adopt teetotalism as a means
of abolishing the corn-laws. Believing the corn-
laws to be unjust to the whole of the community

 they agreed not to tax themselves for the benefit

of a bread-taxing government, and therefore pled-
ged themselves to abstain, on and after the 1st of
January, 1842, from all such taxed articles as ale,
whiskey, &c., until the corn-laws were repealed.
Mr. Fleming, of London, expressed his appro-

val of the address, but did not think the corn-laws
the entire cause of the evil. However, as it was
unjust in }l)rinciple, and pernicious in practice, it
was their duty to effect its removal.—A desultory

gonvesation cnsued, after which the address was

He |

| others of the

| Mr. Watkin inquired of Mr, Fleming if he had

voted for the address,
mative.—It was then
the meeting ajourned,
At llulf-imst two o'clock, the deputies
bled; and Mr. Watts roposed,

and he replied in the affir-

re-assem-
that the plan

Society for th
e
repeal of the corn-laws should be adopte

conferance. That plan was, that a sum of money
be raised by penny-a-week subscriptions, bonded

corn purchased, and the subsecribers called upon |

to go en masse to the bonded warehouses, and de-
mand it free of duty. He did not wish to encour.
age any thing like intimidation ; but he thought
such a movement would bring the injustice of the

| corn-laws palpably before the puliligh© He propos-

ed this plan for the sake of brineine
to consider the necessity of pting
and he was ready to give his
val to any other plan that might appear superior.

the meeting

probation of several public journals, and among
: Nonconformist, who considered that,
if the scheme could be put into practice, it would
immediately result in the repeal of the corn-law.,
Mr. Murray disapproved of any moyement caleula-
ted to intimidate ; and proposed that simultaneous
meetings for the repeal of the corn-law should be
held throughout the united kingdom, and that
petitions for the same purpose should be presented
weekly to both houses of parliament.—Mzr, Mills
seconded the re:olution, with the understandine
that the word “ simultaneous” should be struck out
He did not like to sce the people of England dic-
tated to as to what time they should meet. The
recommendation was attended 10, and the resolu-
110&1 passed unanimously.—Mr., Adam then mo-
ved—

HTha i no i A H
all dulé 1:1*1{-;1&1 ?.pl%rﬁ?e rE;{%q‘ltlsng.r:IT documents laid b;
fore it, do resolve to appoint fa committee to prepare a
memorial for presentation to the government, in which
shall be embodied the substance of these reports ; also
petitions to both houses of parliament containing the
same. The one to the lords to be entrusted to the Earl
of Radnor, that to the commons to Richard Cobden,

form such Committee, and to make arrangements for the
presentation of the memorial, d&e.

Mr. Howarth, from Bolton, seconded the re-
solution and it was agreed to.—Mr.Watkin moved
and Mr. Mills seconded, the following rcsulutiﬂn:
which was adopted :—

“That the deputations attending this conference re-
solve themselves into a sTanding committee for the pur -
pose of carrying out the objects of the conference ; ang
that the deputations pledge themselves to use every ef-
fort to strengthen public opinion on this aII-impﬂr'tam
question, by means of lecturing, meetings, and, aboye
all, by the organization of the unorganized portion of
the working classes ; and that Mr. Watkin be appoint.
ed honorary secretary to the conference, to whom all
the delegates may write, at least ouce a fortnight.”

On the motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr.
Lees, the following resolution was agreed to—

“That Mr. Alexander Hutchinson and Mr.
| Isaac Higginbotham be requested to organize the
| trades of Manchester on the question upon which
the conference has met: and that the former be
requested to convey to Messrs, Sharp, Roberts,
and Co's workmen the thanks of the meeting for
their valuable address.”

The thanks of the meeting were then given to
Mr. Corbett, for his conduct in the chair, and the
conference separated,
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Thursday, January 30t. 1842,

& quarter to one o'clock, and |

by the |

adopting” some plan,
attention and appro- -

—Mr. Watkin, said the plan was worthy of eon- |
sideration; and stated that it had met with the ap- . |

Esq. And that the Manchester friends be requested to »

I
R
hi
k|




o
L

{
I

I A A W T ST e N



