PAMPHLET WARS:

ROGER L'ESTRANGE AND
PRINTED POLEMIC IN
RESTORATION ENGLAND

Veronica Calsoni Lima

PhD Student, University of Sao Paulo & The Sao Paulo Research
Foundation

Visiting Research Fellow, Goldsmiths (University of London) &
Chetham’s Library

veronica.calsoni(@gmail.com

Sir Roger L'Estrange (c.1680), attributed to John Michael Wright. © National Portrait Gallery,
London.



mailto:veronica.calsoni@gmail.com
http://www.npg.org.uk/

* Antiroyalist propaganda,
usually claiming for the return
of the Commonwealth, such as:

* The Readie & Easie Way to
Establish a Free Commonwealth,
written by John Milton, and
published by Livewell Chapman

* Profusion of many anonymous
texts with anonymous or fake
imprints, such as:

* Newes from Brussels,
anonymously published by
Marchamont Nedham and
Livewell Chapman in 1660), as
a satirical letter in order to
defame the Stuarts

* Plain English, maybe published
by Livewell Chapman in 1660,
as a letter addressed to
General Monck as a request to
prevent the king’s restoration
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Spies

Legislation:

Licensing Acts (pre-censorship);
Limited number of printshops;
c EN S O RS H I P Suppression of controversial material (post-
AND THE PRESS | cemorsto)

Book burning (post-censorship);

Imprisonments, apprehention of materials and
texts, trials and even executions;

Roger LU'Estrange named as the Surveyor of the
Press in August 1663



* Censor:

* Seazed and searched
seditious texts

* Denounced radical
stationers

* Pamphleteer:

* Wrote and published,
together with the
bookseller Henry

Brome, many replies to

radical texts

* Journalist:

* Published official the
newsbooks The
Intelligencer and The
Newes

© Chetham’s Library, Manchester (UK).
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L'ESTRANGE™S AND BROME'S TITLE-PAGES
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TYPOGRAPHICAL
REPRESENTATION OF POLEMIC

Discordant voices and points of view
had to be represented in paper sheets
in a way the reader could distinguish
between them. For that purpose, many
texts combined, for example, Roman,

, bold and types,
quotation marks, spacing and
typographical signs in order to —
improve the readers’ experience.

Example: L'Estrange’s Interest Mistaken, or,

The Holy Cheat (1660).

© Chetham’s Library, Manchester (UK).
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BATTLEFIELD ON THE PAGE

L'Estrange’s attacks against John Milton begin
in the title-page of No Blinde Guides (1660),

as a reply to Brief notes upon a late sermon,
tit'd, The fear of God and the King:

Satirical title;

L'Estrange’s name is absent from the page, but
Milton’s occupies a special space on the head of
the page, in upper cases and italics. It is also
recalled just below the subtitle, in the expression
“Addresses to the Author”. Here, Milton’s name is
more important than L'Estrange’s because he is the
subject and target of the pamphlet;

Biblical quotation: Matthew 15:14: “If the Blinde
lead the Blinde, Both shall fall into the Ditch.”

© Chetham’s Library, Manchester (UK).
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JOSEPH MOXON'S
MECHANICK
EXERCISES (1683)

© Early English Books Online (EEBO).

220 Mechanick Exercifes. Vola. Se@XXII,

Signature 4. 1f Twelves, he fets alfo under the Fifth
Page Signature 3, and under the Seventh Page Sig-
sature 4, and under the Ninth Page Signature 5, and
under the Eleventh Page Sigmature 6. The Rule s,
that.all Odd Pages (hould have a Signature, if they
ftand on the Out-fide of the Sheet ; and the reafon
for the Ruleis, that the Garberer, Collater and Bof-
binder may the readier lay Sheets right, if they be
turned wrong. This Rule is not among Com nﬁ{‘cm
fo well obferved as it ought to be: For in im-m’s
they not only leave the Siguature 4 out, but rarcly
put in Signature 3.

9 5. Some Circumflances a good Compofiter confiders
and. obferves in Compofing,

A good Compofiter isambitious as well to make the
meaning of his Author intelligent to the Reader, as
to make his Work fhew graceful to the Eye, and
pleafant in Reading : Thercfore if his Copy be Writ-
ten in a Language he underftands, he reads his Copy
with confideration; that fo he may get himfelf into
the meaning of the Author, and confequently con-
fiders how to order bis Work the better both in the
Title Page, and in the matter of the Book : As how
to make his Zudenting, Pointing, Breaking, Italicking,
&', the better fympathize with the Aathors Geni-
us, and alfo with the capacity of the Reader.

Nor does a Compofiter the leall thew his skill in the
well -ordering and humouring of a Title Page,
which , becaufe it is thefirt Page of a Book , we
fhall begin the Compafiters Confiderations at.

He

]
Numb. XV. 7% Compofitets TRADE, 221

He, as aforcfaid, judicioufly reads his Zie/e Page
and confiders what Word or Words have the gt'entf:&’
Emphafis in it. If many Words precede the Em-
phafis, he confiders whether it be beft to make one
or two Lines,or more of them,by clecting a Body big-
ger or lefs to Ser the precedent Matter in, and whe
ther any of thefe Lives ought to be Zudented, cither
at one end or both, viz. Ser in the middle of the
Live, And what Words of Emphafis come in that
precedent Matter 5 that he may Ser them either in
Capitals, Roman, Italick, or Englifb; and at laft
bring the great Emphafis, which is generally the
Title or Nume of the Beok in o Live by it felf, and
juft fillit if he can ; which he has fome helps to do,
by the great Bodied Letters of the Lower Cafe, orclfe
by Capitals,Roman, Italick or Euglifb, ofa proper Body,
which beft pleafes his fancy, or isin prefent mode,

If this 1Word, of great” Emphafis be Set in the
Lawer Cufe, yethe Sets the fivlt Letter a Capital, and
he Sets no Space between Letter and Letter, but
Letween Word and Word he does, if there happens
morc than one Word in that Line : Butif that Word
be Set in Capitals, he chufes to Set a Space between
every Letier, and fometimes he Sers two Spaces,
yet that is rather to drive out the Live.

If he Setsbut onc Space between the Lettersn a
Word, he Sets three Spaces between Word and Word :
And if he Ser two Spaces between Letter and  Letter,
he Sezs four Spaces betwen Ward and Word, as well
togive a graceful appearanceto the Eye, as to make
aVifible and proportionable diflin¢tion between
Word and Word, '

H I He
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OWEN PRICE’S
ENGLISH
ORTOGRAPHIE
(1670)
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[sol
Of Points,

are ether in or

Points ufed in #rllriqg,g Words,
Sentences.

t, Above the Words,

Points ufed 10 words are either,

1. Apofiraphus isa Norte written juft
over the place of a Vowel that is cut off ;
as clo['d for clofed, it’s foritds, Buticis
needlefs 1o write an Apefiraphus where
518 fet for th, as loves for he lgveth: there
being nothing omitred,only the #h,which
in found is buc one lecter, is changed
into 5,

2. Dierefisisa Note of 2 Diphthong
parted into two {yllables ; as Ar-che-
li-us, Al-phé.us, Ce-fa-ré-a,

2, In the Words,

Hyphen is a Nore of connexion thus =,
or rather thus-,whenthere is a compound
word parcedin the midf, as felf-love,

hear:

[s1]

 heare-fearching ; or when'a word is parta

ed ac theend of a line., as Theyare ble/-
[ed that fear God, and work, righteonfne[s ;
VVhere obferve the lerrers of a fyllable
muft not be divided at the endof a line,
Eclipfis 1s a piece of a line, to derote
that forne part of the verfe is left out: as,

When Vice comes to its heighs
And its full epha, then its very weighe
Will ruinate 16, ——

3-In the Margin,

1. eAflerisk, is anote of Ifluftrati.
on, fo called from its Srtar.like form,
[hus, *l

3. *“ Isa Note of Ciration, when a«

thing is quoted from another Authour,

thus ::'

3. Index isaNote like afore.finger,
pointing ac what is remarkable in the
Page, thus £33,

4. Obelisk, is a Note of referring to
the Margin, thus , t.

5. Seflionis the beginningofanew

head, marked chus, §. -,
6. Paragraph isa mark puc before an

Authotirs name quoted, thus 4,
D 2 4. Beu

P

[ {4
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