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POST-RESTORATION RADICAL 
PAMPHLETEERING

• Antiroyalist propaganda, 
usually claiming for the return 
of the Commonwealth, such as:
• The Readie & Easie Way to 
Establish a Free Commonwealth, 
written by John Milton, and 
published by Livewell Chapman

• Profusion of many anonymous 
texts with anonymous or fake 
imprints, such as:
•Newes from Brussels, 
anonymously published by 
Marchamont Nedham and 
Livewell Chapman in 1660), as 
a satirical letter in order to 
defame the Stuarts

• Plain English, maybe published 
by Livewell Chapman in 1660, 
as a letter addressed to 
General Monck as a request to 
prevent the king’s restoration
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CENSORSHIP
AND THE PRESS

• Spies

• Legislation: 
•Licensing Acts (pre-censorship);

•Limited number of printshops;

•Suppression of controversial material (post-
censorship);

•Book burning (post-censorship);

• Imprisonments, apprehention of materials and
texts, trials and even executions;

•Roger L’Estrange named as the Surveyor of the
Press in August 1663



L’ESTRANGE ACTIONS

• Censor:
• Seazed and searched
seditious texts

•Denounced radical 
stationers

• Pamphleteer:
• Wrote and published, 
together with the
bookseller Henry 
Brome, many replies to
radical texts

• Journalist:
• Published official the
newsbooks The 
Intelligencer and The 
Newes
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L’ESTRANGE’S AND BROME’S TITLE-PAGES
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TYPOGRAPHICAL
REPRESENTATION OF POLEMIC

• Discordant voices and points of view 
had to be represented in paper sheets 
in a way the reader could distinguish 
between them. For that purpose, many 
texts combined, for example, Roman, 
Gothic, bold and italic types, 
quotation marks, spacing and 
typographical signs in order to 
improve the readers’ experience. 
• Example: L’Estrange’s Interest Mistaken, or, 
The Holy Cheat (1660).
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BATTLEFIELD ON THE PAGE

•L’Estrange’s attacks against John Milton begin 
in the title-page of No Blinde Guides (1660), 
as a reply to Brief notes upon a late sermon, 
titl’d, The fear of God and the King:
•Satirical title;
•L’Estrange’s name is absent from the page, but 
Milton’s occupies a special space on the head of 
the page, in upper cases and italics. It is also 
recalled just below the subtitle, in the expression 
“Addresses to the Author”. Here, Milton’s name is 
more important than L’Estrange’s because he is the 
subject and target of the pamphlet;
•Biblical quotation: Matthew 15:14: “If the Blinde
lead the Blinde, Both shall fall into the Ditch.”
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EPISTLE TO MILTON
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L’Estrange’s comments 

on Milton. Italics are 

commonly applied both 

for emphasis and 

quotations (quotations 

are normally signalized 

by “as you [Milton] 

say”). Upper cases are 

used to give emphasis 

inside excerpts from 

Milton’s text.

Direct quotation from 

Milton’s text. 

Longer

quotation
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JOSEPH MOXON’S 
MECHANICK 

EXERCISES (1683)
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OWEN PRICE’S 
ENGLISH 

ORTOGRAPHIE 
(1670)
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